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ADVERTISEMENT. 



JljL a D there been any book in our laiv- 
gyage on the fubje3 of the following Letters, 
they never (hould have feen the light. The 
Author \n:ote them^ for the amufement of his 
friends, and as an afliftance to his memory ; and 
if it will, in any* degree apologize for their 
imperfe£tions> he can with truth declare that 
they never were intended for publication: nor 
indeed was that idea fuggefted to him, till long 
after they were written. One principal motive 
he will own, was the deilre of giving to the 
world, and perhaps of tranfmitting to pofterity, 
a monument of his friendfliip with the genileman 
(o whom they are addrefled. 

When Mr. Forfler's tranflation of Baron 
Riedefel's book firft appeared, thefe Letters were 
already in the prefs, and the Author apprehended 
an anticipation of his fubjeft; however, oo pe- 
rufal he had the fatisfaftion to find, that the two 
^orks did not much interfere^ 
A a 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 

In tranfcribing them for ihe prefs, he founcl 
it neceflary both to retrench and to anapHfy ; 
by which the eafe of the epiftolary ftyle has 
probably fufFered, and fome of the letters have 
been extended vmck beyond their original 
length. 

He now prefents them to the Public with 
the greateft diffidence ; hoping that fome allow- 
ance will be made for the very inconvenient -cir- 
cumftances, little favourable tp order or preci- 
fion, in which many of them were written: 
But he would not venture to new-niodel them ; 
apprehending, that what they migtet guio in foiira 
and expreilion, they wduld probably lolfe in eafe 
and fimplicity; and well ktK) wing that the pfi- 
ginal impreflions arc better defcribed at the mo- 
ment they are felt, than from the moft cxaS 
TccoUeaion, 
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TOUR 

T H R O tr G H 

SICILY AND MALTA. 
LETTER I. 

DEAR BKKFORD, Niflei, M«y 14, 1770. 

I 

X Remember to have beard you re- 
gret, tbat in all your peregrinations through Eu- 
rope, you had ever negleded the ifland of Sicily j 
and had ^pent much of your time m running over 
the old beaten track, and in examining the 
threadbare fubjefts of Italy and France ; when 
' probably there were a variety of objeQsj not Icfs 
-interefliog, that ftill lay buried in oblivion in that 
celebrated ifland. We intend to profit froih this 
hint of yours. Fultarton has been urging me*to ^ 
it with all that ardour, which a new profpcS of 
Vol. L B 
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2 A TOUR THROUGH 

acquiring knowledge ever infpires in him ; and 
Glover, your old acquaintance^ has promifed to 
accompany us. 

The Italians rcprefent it as impoffible: as there 
are no inns in the ifland, and many of the roads 
are over dangerous precipices, or through bogs 
andforefts, infeftedwith the moftrefolute and dar- 
ing banditti in Europe. However, all thefe con- 
fiderations, formidable as they may appear, did 
not deter Mr. Hamilton *, his lady, and Lord 
Fortrofef. They made this expedition laft fum* 
mer; and returned fo much delighted with it, 
that they have animated us with the ftrongeft 
defire of enjoying the fame pleafure. 

Our firft plan was to go by land to Hegium, 
and from thence, crofs over to Meflina ; but on 
making exaft enquiry, with regard to the ft^te 
of the country, and method of travelling, we find 
that the danger from the banditti in Calabria and 
Apulia is fo great, the accomnlodations fo wret- 
ched, and inconveniencies of every kind fo nume- 
rous, without any confideration whatever to 
tlirow into the bppofite fcale, that we foonrelin- 
quiflied that fcheme ; and in fpite of all the ter- 
rors of Scylla and Charybdis, and the more real 
terrors of fea ficknefs (the mod formidable mon- 
fter of the three) we have determined lo go by 

* Now knight of the Bath, t Now earlof Sea forth. 
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SICILY AND MALTA. J 

water : And, that no time may be lofl, we have 
already taken our paffage on board an Englifti 
fliip, which is jeady to fail with the firft fair 
wind. 

Now, as this little expedition has never been 
confidered as any part of the grand tour ; and as 
it will probably prefent many objeSs worthy of 
your attention, not mentioned in any of our 
books of travels ; I flatter myfelf that a ftiort 
account of thcfe will not be unacceptable to you ; 
and may in fome degree make up for your having 
neglefled to vifit them. You may therefore ex- 
pe£t to hear of rne, from every town where we 
flop ; and whent meet with any thing deferving 
of notice, I (hall attempt to defcribe it in as few 
words as poflible. We have been waiting with 
impatience for a fair wind, but at prefent there is 
little profpefl: of it. The^^eather is exceedingly 
rough, and not a fliip has been able to get out 
of the harbour for upwards of three weeks paft. 
This climate is by no means what we exp!s£ted 
to find it ; and the ferene (ky of Italy, fo much 
boafted of by our travelled gentlemen, does not 
altogether defer ve the great elogiums bedowed 
upon it. It is now the middle of May, and we 
have not as yet had any continuance of what 
may be called » fine weather. It has, indeed, 
been abundantly warm, but feldom a day has 
pafled without fudden ftorms of wind and rain. 
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4 A TOUR THROUGH 

which render walking out here to the full as dan- 
gerous to'our invalids^ as it is in England. 

I am perfuaded that our phyficians are under 
fome miftake with regard to this climat^. It is 
certainly one of the warmeft in Italy ; but it is 
as certainly one of the moft inconftant ; and 
from what we have obferved, difagrees with the 
greateft part of our valetudinarians ; but more 
particularly with the gouty people, who have all 
found themfelves better at Rome ; which though 
much colder in winter, is, I believe, a healthier 
climate. Naples to* be fure is more eligible in 
fommer, as the air is conftantly refreflied by the 
fea breeze, )vhen Rome is often fcorched by the 
moft infupportable beat. Laft fummer, Faren- 
heit's thermometer never rofe higher at Naples 
than 76. At Rome it was at 89. The diffe- 
rence is often ftill mpre confiderable. In winter 
it Is not lefs remarkable. Here, our greateft de- 
grec of cold was in the end of January; the 
thermometer flood at 36; a!;. Rome it fell to 27 ; 
fo that the diftance between the two extremes of 
heat and cold laft year at Naples, was only 40 
degrees ; wliereas at Rome it was no lefs than 
62. Yet, by all accounts, their winter was 
much more agreeable and healthy than ours. 
For they had clear frofty weather, whilft we 
.were deluged with rains^ accompanied with very 
high wind. The people here affure us, that in 
fome feafons it has rained every day for fix or 
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SICILY AND MAITA. 5 

feven weeks. But the moft difagreeable part of 
the Neapolitan climate is the firocc or fouth-eaft 
wind, which is very common at this fcafon. It 
is infinitely more relaxing, and gives the vapours 
in a much higher degree, than the worft of our 
rainy Novembers, It has now blown for thefe 
feven days without intermiilion ;,and has indeed 
blown away all our gaiety and fpirits ; and if it 
continues much longer, I do not know what may 
be the confequence. It gives a degree of laffi- 
lude, both to the body and mind, that renders 
them abfolutely 'incapable of performing their 
ufual funSions. It is not perhaps furprifing, 
that it ihould produce thefe effeSs on a phleg- 
matic Engliih conftitution; but wehavejuflnow 
an inilance, that all the mercury of France mud 
fmk under the toad of this horrid leaden atmo* 
fphere. A fmart Parifian marquis came here 
about ten days ago : he was fo full of animal fpi- 
Tits that the people thought him mad. ^He never 
remained a moment in the fame place ; but, at 
their grave converfations, ufed to (kip from room 
to room with fuch amazing elafticity, that the 
Italians fwore he had got fprings in his ihoes. I 
met him this morning, walking with the flep of 
a philofopher ; a fmelling bottle in his hand, and 
all his vivacity extinguifhed. I aiked what was 
the matter .> ** Ah ! mon ami,'* faid he, ** jc 
** m'ennui a la mort j — moi, qui n'ai jamais f;ti 
** Tennui. Mais cet execrable vent m'accablcj 
'* et deux jours de plus, ct je me pend.'* 
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6 A TOUR THROUGH 

The natives themfelves do not fufFer lefs than 
flrangers; and all nature- feems to languifti du- 
ring this abominable wind. A Neapolitan lover 
avoids his miftrefs with the utmoft care in the 
time of the firocc, and the indolence it infpires, 
is almoft fufficient to extinguiih every paflion. 
All works of genius are laid afide, during its con- 
tinuance ; and when any thing very flat or infi- 
pid is produced, the ftrongeft phrafe of difappro- 
bation they can beftow is, ** Era fcfitto in tempo 
** del firocco ;" that it was writ in the time of 
the firocc, I fliall make no other apology for 
this letter ; and whenever I happen to tire you, 
be kind enough to remember (pray do) that it is 
not me you are to blame, but the firocc wind. 
This will put me much at my eafe, and will fav« 
u5 a world of tinie in apologies. 

I have been endeavouring to get fome account 
of the caufe of this very fingul^r quality of the 
firocc; but the people here feldom think of ac- 
counting for any thing, and I do not find, not- 
withftanding its remarkable eflfeds, that it has 
ever yet been an object of enquiry amongft 
them. ^ 

I have not obferved that the firocc makes any 
remarkable change in the barometer. When it 
firft fet in, the mercury fell about a line and a 
half; and has continued much about the fame 
height ever fince ; but the thcrmonaeter was at 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICtLY AND MALTA. 7 

43 the morning it began, and rofe almoft imme- 
- diately to 65 ; and for thefe two days paft. it has 
been at 70 and 71.' However, it is certainly 
not the warmth of this wind, that renders it fo 
oppreflive to the fpirits ; it is rather the want of 
that genial quality, which is fo enlivening ; and 
which ever renders the weftern breeze fo agree- 
able : The fpring and elafticity of the air feems 
to be loft ; and that adive principle which ani- 
' mates all nature, appears to be dead. This prin* 
ciple we have fomctimes fuppofed to be nothing 
elfe than the fubtile cleftric fluid that the air ufu- 
ally contains ; and indeed, we have found, that 
during thi$ wind, it' appears to be almoft annihi- 
lated, or at leaft, its adivity exceedingly rec|u-> 
ced. Yefterday, and to-day, we have been at- 
tempting to make fome eledrical experiments ; 
but I never before found the air fo unfavourably 
for them. 

Sea-bathing we have found to be the beft anti- 
dote againft the effiefts of the firocc ; and this 
we certainly enjoy in great perfeQion. Lord 
Fortrofe, who is the foul of our colony here, 
has provided a large commodious boat for this 
purpofe. We meet every morning at eight 
o'clock, and row ab'out half a mile out to fea, 
where we ftrip and plunge into the water : Were 
it not for this, we (hould all of us have been as 
bad as the French marquis. My lord has ten 
watermen, who are in reality a fort of amphibi- 
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8 A TOUR THROUGH 

ous animals, as they live one half the fummer in 
the fea. Three or four of thefe generally go in 
with us, to pick-up flragglers, and fecure ui 
from all accidents. They dive with eafe to the 
depth of forty, and fbmetimes of fifty feet; arid 
bring up quantities of excellent fhell-fifh during 
the fummer months ; but fo great is their devo- 
tion, that every time they go down they make 
the fign of the crofs, and mutter an Ave Maria, 
without which they think they fhould certainly 
be drowned ; and were not a little fcandalized at 
ws for omitting this ceremony. To accuftom us 
to fwimming: in all circumftances, my lord has 
provided a fuit of clothes, which we wear by 
turns ; and from a very fhort praftice, we have 
found it almoft as commodious to fwim with as 
without /them ; we have like wife learned to ftrip 
In ^he water, and find it no very difficult matter : 
And I am fully perfuaded, from being accuftomcd 
to this kind of exercife, that in cafe of ihip wreck 
"w'e fliould have greatly the advantage over thofe 
who had never praSifed it; for it is by the ena- 
barraflment from the clothes, and jiie agitation 
that people are thrown into, from finding them- 
felves in a fituation they had never experienced 
before, that fo many lives are loft in the water. 

After bathing, we have an Engliih breakfaft at 
his lordfliip's; and after breakfaft, a delightful 
littfe concert, which lafts for an hour and a half. 
BarbelU, the fweeteft fiddle in Italy, leads our 
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little band. I'his party, I think, conftitutcsone 
- principal part, of the pleafure we enjoy at Na- 
ples, We have likewife fome very agreeable fo- 
ciety afnongft ourfelves, though we cannet boaft 
much of that with the inhabitants. There are 
to be fure many good people amongft them ; but 
in general, there is fo very little analogy betwixt 
an Knglifh and a Neapolitan mind, that the true 
fecial harmony,that great fweetener of human life^ 
can fcldom be produced. In lieu of this, (the 
exchange you will fay is but a bad one) the coun- 
try round Naples abounds fo much in ev^ry thing 
that is curious, both in art and nature, and af- 
fords fo ample a field of fpeculation for the natu- 
ralift and antiquary, that a perfon of any curiofi- 
ty may fpend fome months here very agreeably^ 
and not without profit. 

Befides the difcoveries of Herculaneum and 
Pompeia, which, of themfelves, afFord a great 
fund of entertainment, the whole coaft that fur- 
rounds this beautiful bay, particularly that near 
Puz:zoli, Cuma, Micenum, and Baia, is covered 
with innumerable monuments of Roman magni- 
ficence. Bftt, alas! how are the mighty fallen ! 
This delightful coaft, once the garden of all Italy, 
and inhabited only by the rich, the gay, and 
luxurious, is now abandoned to the pooreft and 
moft miferable of mortals. Perhaps, there is no 
fpot on the globe, that has undergone fo tho- 
rough a change ; or that can exhibit fo ftriking 

B5 
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a picture, of the vanity of human grandeur* 
Thofe very walls that once lodged a Caefar, a 
Lucullus, an Anthony, the richeft and moft vo- 
luptuous of mankind ; are now occupied by the 
very meaneft and moft indigent wretches on 
earth, who are aSuaUy ftarving for want in thofe' 
very apartments that were the fcenes of the great- 
eft luxury. There we are told that fuppers 
were frequently given, that coft fifty thoufand 
pounds ; and fome, that even amounted to dou- 
ble that fum. 

The luxury indeed of Baia wasYo g^eat, that 
it became a proverb, even amongft the luxurious 
Romans themfelves ; and^ at Rome, we often 
find them upbraiding with effeminacy and cpicu- 
rifm, thofe who fpent much of their time in this 
fcene of delights ; Clodius throws it in Cicero's 
teeth more than once: And that orator's having 
purchafed a villa here, hurt him not a little in the 
opinion of the. graver and more auftere part of 
the fenate. The walls of thefe palaces ftill re- 
main, and the poor peafants, in fome places, 
have built up their miferable huts within them ; 
but, at prefent, there is not one gentleman or 
man of faftiion refiding in any part of this coun- 
try ; the former ftatc of which, compared with 
the prefent, certainly makes the moft ftriking^ 
contraft imaginable. Yefterday we rode over the 
greateft part of it a (hooting porcupines, a new 
ipecies of divcrfiop, which I had never heard of 
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before. We killed feveral of thefe animals on 
the Monte Barbaro, the place that formerly pro- 
duced the Falernian wine, but now a barren 
wafte. I don't know if you are acquainted with 
this kind of fport. To me, I own, its novelty 
was its greateft merit ; and I would not at any 
time give a day of partridge for a month of por- 
cupine (hooting. Neither indeed is the flelh of 
thefe animals the mod delicious in the world, 
though to-day mod of us have dined upon it. It 
is extremely lufcious, and foon palls upon the 
appetite. 

We are now going to lay in our fea-ftore, as 
there is Ibme probability that we (hall fail in a 
day or two. — Farewell — you (hall hear fronfi me 
again at Meflina, if we are not fwallowed up by 
Charybdis. 
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LETTER II, 



On Board the Charming Molly, off the 
Ifland of Caprg, May 15. 



w, 



E have now begun our expedi- 
tion with every aufpicioys omen. This morn- 
ing the melancholy firocc left us ; and in place 
of it we have gotten a fine brifk tramontane (or 
North wind) which-^na few hours blew aWay all 
mr vapours, and made us wonder how much the 
liappinefs of mankind depends on a blaft of wind. 
After eating a hearty dinner with many of our 
friends at Mr. Walter's, and drinking plentiful- 
ly of his excellent burgundy, we took leave in 
the higheft fpirits. Had the firocc blown as 
yefterday,we fhould probably have been in tears; 
and not one of us would have fufpeSed that we , 
were crying, only becaufe the wind was in the 
fouth. We ^re not apt to fuppofe it ; but pro- 
bably a great part of our pleafures and pains de- 
pend upon fuch trivial caufes, thougb always af- 
cribed to fomething elfe; few people, being wil- 
ling to own themfelves like a weathercock, af- 
feSed by every blaft. Indeed -we fliould have 
naturally imputed it to the grief of parting with 
that excellent family whom you know fo well ; 
which no perfon could ever leave without regret. 



Digitized by L3OOQ IC ' _ 



SICILY AND MAtTA^ 15 

or fee without plcafure ; but the agreeable 
profpeft of foon meeting again, (probably better 
qualified to amufe and entertain them) abforbed 
all melancholy thoughts ; aqd even added to that 
alacrity, which the delightful tour before us had 
already infpired. 

We failed at five ; and after firing our farewel 
fignals to our friends on (hore, (whom we difco- 
vered with our glaffes at fome miles diftance) wc 
foon found ourfelves in the noiddle of the bay of 
Naples, furrounded by the moll beautiful fcenc- 
ry in the world. It fell calm for an hour, on 
purpofe to give us time to contemplate all its 
beauties. 

The bay is of a circular figure ; in moft places 
4ipwards of 20 miles in diameter ; fo that includ- 
ing all its breaks and inequalities, the circum- 
ference is confiderably more than 60 miles. The 
whole of this fpafce is fo wonderfully diverfified, 
by all the riches both of art land nature, that 
there is fcarce an objeS wanting to render the 
fcene complete ; and it is hard to fay, whetlier 
the view is more pleafing from the Angularity of 
many of thefe objeSs, or from the incredible 
variety of the whole. You fee an amazing mix- 
ture of the ancient and modern ; fome fifing to 
fame, and fome finking to ruin. Palaces reared 
over the tops of other palaces, and ancient mag« 
luficencc trampled under foot— by modern folty. 
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— Mountains and Iflands^ that were celebrated 
for their fertility, changed into barren wades ; 
and barren waftes into fertile fields and rich vine- 
yards. Mountains funk into plains, and plains 
fwelled into mountains. Lakes drunk up by vol- 
canos,and extinguifhed volcanos turned into lakes. 
The earth ftill fmoaking in many places j and in 

others throwing out flame. Tn fliort, nature 

feems to have formed this coaft in her mod ca- 
pricious mood; for every objeft is a Infus na- 
turx. She never feems to have gone ferioufly to 
work ; but to have devoted this fpbt to the mod 
unlimited indulgence of caprice ^nd frolic. 

The bay is (hut out from the Mediterranean 
by the ifland ofCapr^, fo famous for the abode 
of Auguftus ; and afterwards fo infamous for that 
of Tiberius. A little to the weft lie thofe of 
ifchia, Procida, and Nifida; the celebrated pro- 
montory of Micaenum, where ^neas landed ; 
the claflic fields of Baia, Cuma, and Puzzoli i 
with all the variety of fcenery that formed both 
the Tartarus and Elyfium of the ancients ; the 
Campi Phlegrei, or burning plains where Jupiter- 
overcame the giants ; the Monte Novo, formed 
of late years by fire, the Monte Barbaro ; the- 
piQurefque city of Puzzoli, with the Solfaterra 
fmoakmg above it ; the beautiful promontory of 
faufiUippe, exhibiting the fineft fcenery that can 
be imagined ; the great and opylent city of Na- 
plesj with its three caftles^. its harbour full o£ 
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fhips from every nation, its palaces, churches, 
and convents innumerable. The rich country 
from thence to Portici, covered with noble houfes , 
and gardens, and appearing only a continuation 
of the city. The palace of the king, with many 
others furrounding it, all built over the roofs of 
thofe of Herculaneum, buried near a hundred 
feet, by the eruptions of Vefuvius. The black 
fields of lava that have run from that mountain^ 
intermixed with gardens, vineyards, and orchards. 
Vefuvius itfelf, in the back ground of the fcene, 
difcharging volumes of fire and fmoak, and 
forming a broad track iii the air over our heads^ 
extending without being broken or diffipated to 
the utnaoft verge of the horizon. A variety of 
beautiful towns and villages, round the tafe of 
the mountain, thoughtlefs of the impending ruin 
that daily threatens them. Some of thefe are 
reared over the very roofs of Pompeia and Sta- 
bia, where Pliny periftied; and with their foun- 
dations have pierced through the facred abodes of 
the ancient Romans ; ihoufands of whom lie 
buried here, the viSims of this inexorable moun- 
tain. Next follows the extenfive and romantic 
coaft of Caftello Mare, Sorrentum, and Mola ; 
diverfified with every pifturefque objeft in na- 
ture.. It was the ftudy of this wild and beauti^ 
ful country that formed our greateft landfcape- 
painters. This "was the fchool of Pouflin and Sal- 
vator Rofa, but more particularly of the laft^ 
who compofed many of his moft celebrated 
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pieces from the bold craggy rocks that Turround 
this coaft ; and no doubt it was from the daily 
contemplation of thefe romantic objefts, that 
they ftored their minds with that Variety of ideas 
they have communicated to the ^orld with luch 
elegance in their works. 

Now, (hould I tell you that this cxtenfivc 
coaft, this prodigious variety of mountains, val- 
leys, promontories and iflands, covered with an 
everlaftingverdure, and loaded with the richeft 
fruits, is all th6 produce of fubterraneous fire ; 
it woutd require, I am afraid, too great a .ftretch 
of faith to believe me ; yet the hGt is certain, 
and can only be doubted by |hofe who have 
wanted time or curioHty to examine it. It is 
ftrainge, you will fay, that nature fhould make 
life of the fame agent to create as t6 deftroy ; 
and that what has only been looked upon as the 
confumer of countries, is in fa6l the very power 
that produces them. Indeed, this part of our 
earth feems already to have undergone the fen- 
tence pronounced upon the whole of it : But, 
like the phoenix, has rffen again from its own 
afhcs, in much greater beauty and fplendour 
than before it was cqnfumed. The traces of 
thefe dreadful con6agrations are ftill confpiCuous 
in every corner ; they have been violent in their 
operations, but in the end have proved falutary 
in their effefts. The fire in many places is not 
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yet extingniflied^ but Vcfuvius is now the only 
fpot where it rages with any d^ree of aSivity. 

Mr. Hamilton^ our miniftcr here, who is no 
lefs diftinguifhed in theleamed, than in the polite 
world, has lately examined it with a truly philo- 
fophic tyt, and this is the refult of all his obfer- 
vations ; however^ at prefent, I only fit down 
to give you an account of the pfofped of this 
fingular country^ and not to write its naturail 
hiftory ; which would lead me into too vaft a 
field : I Ihall referve that curious fubjeCl till our 
return^ when I (hall have more leifure to make 
you acquainted with it.- I beg therefore you 
would at lead fufpend your judgment for thepre- 
fent) and do not condemn me before I am 
heard. 

After contemplating this delightful profpeft^' 
till fun-fet> the wind fprung up again, and we 
have now atmoft reached Capr^, 30 miles diftant 
from Naples. We have juft fpoken with an 
Englifh (hip. They tell us, that the Marquis of 
Carmarthen, Lord Fortrofe, and Mr. Hamilton 
obferving the calm, took a boat to make us a 
vifit ; but unfortunately midaking their veffel 
for ours, we have had the mortification to mifs 
them. 

The night is very dark, and mount Vefuviua 
is ftming at a dreadful rate : We can obfervc 
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the red-hot ftones thrown to a vaft height in the 
air ; and, after their fail rolling down the (ide of 
the mountain. Our fliip is going fofmooth, that 
we are fcarce fenfible of the motion ; and if this 
wind continue, before to-morrow night we (hall 
be in fight of Sicily. Adieu. The captain is 
making a bowl of grog, and promifing us a 
happy voyage. 

1 6th, All wrong — Sick to ijeath — ^Execrable 
firocc wind, and direftly contrary — Vile heav- 
ing waves — A plague of all fea voyages. 

That author was furely right, who faid, that 
land voyages * were much to be preferred. 

17th in the morning. For thefe 24 hours 
paft we have been groaning to one another from 
our beds; execrating the waves, and wifiiing 
that we had rather been at the mer^y of all the 
banditti of Calabria. We are now beginning to 
change our tune. The firocc is gone, and the 
wind is confiderably fallen; however, we arc 
ftill three woeful figures. Our fervants too are 
as fick and as helplefs as we. The captain fays, 
that Philip, our Sicilian man , was frightened out 
of his wit5 ; and has been praying to St. Januarius 
with all his might. He now thinks he has heard 
him, and imputes the change of the weather 
entirely to his intereft with his faint. 

» See 7our to the Eaft, 
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1 7th. Three o'clock. Weather plcafant and 
favourable — A fine breeze fince ten ; — have juft 

come in fight of Strombolo. Our pilot fays it 

is near 20 leagues oflF. We haye likewife a 
view of the mountains of Calabria, but at a very 
great diftance. Ship fteady ; and fca-ficknefft 
iilmoft gone. 

Eleven at night. The weather is now fine, 
and we are all well. After fpying Strombolo, by 
degrees we came In fight of the reft of theLipari 
ijd^ds^ and part of the coaft of Sicily. Thefe 
iflands are very pi^urefque> and feveratof them 
ftill ea;iit fmoak> particularly Volcanp and Volca-^ 
nelio ; but non^ of them, for fome ages paft>ex-> 
cept Strombolo, have made any eruptions of fire^ 
We are juft now lying within about three miles 
of that curious iiland,. apd can fee its operations 
4iftinaiy. It appears to be a volcano of a very 
diff€;rent nature from Vefuvi us, the explofions^ of 
which fucceed one another with fome degree of 
regularity, and have no great variety of dura-r 
tion. Now I have been obferving Strombolo, 
ever fmce it fell dark, with a good deal of plea-* 
furc, but not without fome degree of perplexity, 
as I cannot account for its variety. Sometimes 
its explofions refembk thofe of Vefuvius, and the 
light feems only to be occafioned by the quantity 
of fiery ftones thrown into the air ; and as foon 
as thefe have fallen down, it appears to be extin- 
guiflied, till another explofion caufes a frelh 
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illuraiaatlon : This I have obferved always to be 
the cafe with Vcfuvius ; except when the lava has 
rifen to the fummit of the mountain, and conti- 
nued without variety to illuminate the air around 
it. — Thelight from Strombolo evidently depends 
on fomerother caufe. Sometimes a clear red 
flame iflues from the crater of the n>ountain, 
and continues to blaze without interruption, for 
near the fpace of half an hour. The fire is of 
a different colour from the explofion? of ftones^ 
and is evidently produced from a different caufe. 
It would feem as if fome inflammable fubflahce 
were fucklenly kindled up in the bowels of the 
mountain. It is attended with no noife, nor ex* 
plofion that we are fenfible of. It has now fallen 
calm, and we fliall probably have an opportunity 
of exambing this volcano more minutely to-mor- 
row. We were told at Naples that if had lately 
made a violent eruption, and had begun to form 
a new ifland at fome little dtflance from the old ; 
which piece of intelligence was one of our great 
inducements to this expedition. We think we 
have difcoyered this ifland, as we have obferved 
feveral times the appearalice of a fmall flame 
arifing out of the fea, a little to the (buth-weft 
of Strombolo ; and fuppofe it muft bjive iffued 
from this new ifland ; but it is poffible this 
light may come from the lower part of the 
ifland of Strombolo itfelf. We (hall fee to- 
morrow. 
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1 8th.v We are ftill ofF Strombolo, but unfor« 
tunately at prefent it intercepts the view of that 
fpot from whence we obfervedthe flame to arife, 
and we can fee no appearance o/any new ifland, 
nor indeed of any lava that has of late fprung 
from the old one. We have a diftinft view of 
the crater of Strombolo, which fecms to be diffe- 
rent from Vefuvius, arid all the old volcanos that 
farround Naples. Of thefe, the craters are with* 
cot exception in the center, and form the high- 
eft part of the mountain. That of Strombolo i^ 
on its fide, and not within 200 yards of its fum- 
mit. From thf crater to the fea, the ifland is 
entirely compofed of the fame fort of afhcs and 
burnt matter as the conical part of Vefuvius ; 
and the quantity of this matter is perpetually in- 
creafing, from the uninterrupted difcharge from 
the mountain ; «for of all the volcanos we read of, 
Strombolo fcems to be the only one that burns 
without ceafing. ^tna and Vefuvius often lie 
quiet for many months, even years, without the 
leaft appearance of fire, but Strombolo is ever at 
work, and for ages paft has be6n looked upon as 
the great light-houfe of thefe feas. 

It is truly wonderful, how fuch a conflant and 
immenfe fire is maintained for thoufands of years, 
in the midft of the ocean 1 That of the other 
Lipari iflands feems now abnoft extind, and the 
forte of the whole to be concentered in Strom- 
Mo, which ads as one great vent to them all. 
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We ftill obfcrve Volcano and Volcanello throw- 
ing out volumes of fmoak, but during the whole 
nigllt we could not perceive the leaft fpark of fire 
from either of them. 

It is probable^ that Strombolo^ as well as all 
the reft of thefe iflands, is originally theworl^of 
fubterfaneous fire. The matter of which they 
arecompofed, in aitiannerdemonflrates this; and 
many of the Sicilian authors confirm it. There 
are now eleven of them in all ; and none of the 
antients n^ntion more than feven. Faz^ello^^one 
of the bed Sicilian authors, gives an account of 
the produ£Uon of Volcano, now one of the mod 
confiderable of thefe iilands. He fays it hap- 
pened in the early time of the republic, and is 
recorded by Eufebius, Pliny, an^ others. He 
adds, that even in his time, in the beginning of 
the 1 6th century, it ftill difcbargt^d quantities of 
fire and of pumice ftones ; but that in the prece- 
dingcentury, in the year 1444, on the 5th of 
February, there had been a very great eruption 
of this ifland, which ihookall Sicily, and alarmed 
the coaft of Italy as far as Naples. , He fays the 
fea boiled all around the ifland, and rocks of a 
vaft fize were difcharged from the crater ; that 
fire and fmoke in many places pierced through 
the waves, and that the navigation amongft thefe 
iflands was toialfy changed; rocks appearing 
where it was formerly deep water ^ a|^4 many of 
the ftraits and (hallows were entirely, filled up^ 
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He obferves, that Ariftotlc, in his book on me- 
teors, takes notice of a very early eruption of 
Ihis^ifland, by which not only the coaft of Sicily, 
but likewife many cities in Italy were covered 
with alhes. It has probably been that very erup- 
tion which formed the iiland. He defcribes 
Strombolo to have been, in his time, pretty 
much the fame as at this day ; only that it then 
produced a great quantity of cotton, which is not 
now the cafe. The greateft part of it appears to 
be barren. On the north fide there are a few 
vineyards; but they are very meagre : Oppofite 
to thefe, there is a rock at ibme diftance from 
land ; it feems to be entirely of lava, and is not 
lefs than 50 or 60 feet above the water. 

The whole ifland of Strombolo is a mountain* 
that rifes fuddenly from the fea ; it is about ten 
miles round, and is not of th^ exad conical f<H*m, 
fuppofed common to all volcanos. Wq were de- 
termined to have landed on the iiland, and to 
have attempted to examine the volcano; but our 
Sicilian pilot aflures us, that the crater i^ot 
only inacceflible (which indeed I own it appears 
to be) but that we fhall likewife be obliged to 
perform a quarantine of 48 hours at Meflina ; 
and that befidcs, we fliould run a great ri(k of 
being attacked by the natives, who are little bet- 
ter than favages, and always on the alarm againfl: 
the Turks.— On weighing thefe reafdns, arid 
putting the queflion, it was carried, To proceed 
on our voyage. 
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I own it is with much regret that I leave this 
curious ifiandj without being better acquainted 
with it. I have been looking with a good glafs 
all round, but can fee no marks of the eruption 
we^heard fo much of at Naples; indeed, the 
fouth-weft part, where we faw the appearance of 
fire, is ftill hid from us by the interpofition of 
the ifland ; and if there has been an eruption, it 
was certainly on that fide : It is probable we 
£tall%ever be able to learn whether there has 
been 5ne or not ; or, at leaft, to make ourfelves 
inafters of any of the particulars relating to it ; 
for events of that kind do not make fuch a noifc 
in this ignorant and indolent country, as the 
blowbg of an aloe, or a goofeberry bufli at 
Chriflmas, does in England. Strombolo rifes to 
^ great height ; our pilot fays, higher than Ve- 
fuvius ; but I think he is miftaken. Both the 
captain and he agree, that in clear weather it is 
difcoverable at the diilance of 25 leagues ; and 
that at night its flames are to be feen ftill much 
farther ; fo that its vifible horizon cannot be lefs 
thjti 500 miles, which will require a very confi- 
derable elevation. 

The revenue thefe iflands bring to the king of 
Naples is by no meana-inconfiderable. They 
produce great quantities of alum, fulphur, nitre, 
cinnabar, and moft forts of fruits, particularly 
raifinsj currants, and figs in great perfeSion ; 
ibme of their wines are like wife much efi^enled; 
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particularly the Malvafiaj well known all over 
Europe. 

The ifland of Lipari (from which all the reft 
take the name) is by much the largeft, as well as 
the moft fertile. By the defcription of Ariftotle, 
it appears that it was in hb time, what Strombolb 
IS in ours, confidered by failors as a light^dtif^, 
as its fires were never extinguifhed. It has not 
fuffered from fubterraneous fires for man^ ages 
paft, though it every where bears the marks of 
its former ftate. This is the ifland fuppofed by 
Virgil (who is one of our travelling companions) 
to be the habitation of ^olus ; but indeed all of 
them were formerly called ^oli^n. As they 
were fuU of vaft caverns, roaring with intcrriil 
fires, the poets feigned that ^olus kept the 
* windV prifoners here, and let them out, it. his 
pleafure. This allegorical fiSion b of great ufe 
both to Virgil and Homer, when they want to 
make a ftorm, and forms no inconfideraWe j-part ^ 
of their machinery, A godfiefs has noiklng fQ do 
but take a flight to the Lipari iilands,2nd sEoIus, 
who was the very pink of couriefy, has always 
a (lorm ready at her command. ' ^ 

Homer indeed, departing fadly^ fronri his ufua! 
dignity, fuppofes that-^k)lus kept the w'ipds here, 
each tied up ip their refpeftivj^ bags ;,,aud wficn 
any particular wind was deip^ded^ l^cjsiide 

Vol. L C 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



26 A TOUR THROUGH 

jj)epi a pr(?fent of a bag full of it, to ufe at dif- 
creiion. Some of the ancient hidorians (Dio- 
dorus I think) fays that this fable took its rife 
from a wife king named ;ffiplus ; who, from ob- 
ferving the fmoke of thefe burning iflands, and 
other phsenomena attending them, had learned 
to foretel the weather ; and from thence was 
£»'uLto have the command of the winds. 

Tfije forge of Vulcan too has been fuppofed by 
the poets to be placed in (liera, one of thefe 
jflands, Virgil fends him here, to make, the ce- 
lefiial armour for /Eneas, and gives a noble de- 
fpription of this gloomy habitation *, where he 
•found the Cyclops bufy forging a thunderbolt for 
Jupiter J the account of which is very Angular f. 



\ 



♦ Amid the Hefperian and Sicilian flood 
All black with fmoke, a rocky ifland ftood, 
ThedarkVulcanian lartd, the region of the god 
Here the grim Cyclops ply, in vaults profound, 

•^''Tfee^iugt iEollJin" forge, that thunders round. 
. Th'^eternal anvils rrng the dungeon o'er ; 
From fideftoiide the ftery ckverns roar, &c, 

f Beneath their handy, tremendous to fiirvey ! 
Half rough, half forni'd, the dreadful engine lay. 
Three points. of rain ; three forks of hail confpire: 
Thf^e .arm'd with wind, and three were barb*d 
' \' with fii-e! 

J^Tlie nials they ttiiiper'd thick with livid rays, 
)'. Bear^ Wnatii, Wd terror, and the lightning's blaze. 

Pitt. 
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This ifland is now called Volcano, the fame that 
is recorded to have been produced by fire \h the 
time of the Republic. So that Virgil commits 
here a very great anachronifm, in fending Vul- 
can to a place which at that time did not cxift, 
nor for many ages after. But this bold poetical 
licence he amply repays us for, by the fine de- 
fcription he gives of it. Thefe iflands, he fays, 
were called Volcaniah as well as ^olian : 

" Volcanidomus, ct Volcania nomine tellus." 
So that the change of the name from Hiera to 
Volcano was a Very natural one. This is the 
ifland that Pliny calls Terafia ; and both Strabo 
and he gave ah account of its produftion. 

19th. Found ourfelvcs within half a mile of 
the coaft of iSicily, which is low, but finely va- 
riegated. The oppofite coaft of Calabria is very 
high, and the mountains are covered with the 
fioeft verdure. It was almoft a dead calm, ou# 
fliip fcarce naoving half a mile in ati hour, fo that 
we had time to get a complete view of the fa- 
mous rogk of Scylla, on the Calabrian fide. Cape 
Pylorus on the Sicilian, and the celebrated Straits 
of the Faro that runs between theim Whilft 
we were ftill fome miles diftant from the entry 
of the Straits, we heard the roaring of the ctxr- 
rem, like the noifeof fome large impetuous river 
confined between narrow. banks. This encreafed 
m proportion as we advanced, till we faw the 
water in many places raifed to a confiderabl^ 
C 2 
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height, and forming large eddies or whirlpools. 
The fea in every other place was as fmooth as 
glafs. Our old pilot told us, that he had often 
feen ihips caught in ^hefe eddies, and whirled 
ahout in great rapidity, without obeying the 
helm in the fmalleft degree. When the weather 
is calm, there is little danger ; but when the 
waves meet with this violent current, it makes a 
dreadful fea. He fays, there were fiv6 (hips 
wrecked in this fpot laft winter. Wc obferved 
that the current fet exaOly for the rock of 
Scylla, and would Infallibly have carried any 
thing thrown into it againft that point ; fo that 
it was not without reafon the ancients have 
painted Jit as an obje£t of fuch terror. It is about 
^ a mile from the entry of the Faro, and forms a 
fmall promontory, which runs a little out to fea> 
and meets the whole force of the waters, as they 
ccMne put qf the narroweft part of the Straits. The 
bead of this promontory is the famous Scylla. It 
muft be owned tbat it does not^ altogether come 
up to the formidable dcfcriptron that Homer giv«s 
of it; the reading of which (like that of Shak- 
fpeare's ClifF) akijoft makes one V head grddy- 
Neither is the paffage fo wondrous narrow and 
difBcult as he makes it. Indeed it is probable 
that the breadth of it is greatly increafed fince ht« 
time, by the violent impetuofity of the current. 
And this violence too muft have always dimi- 
niftied, in proportion as the breadth of the 
channel increafc^. 
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Our pilot fiiys, there are many fmall rocfcj 
that {hew their heads near the bafe of the large 
dees. Thefe are probably the d<^s that are de- 
fcribed as howling round the monfter Scylla* 
There arelikewife many caverns that add greatly 
to the noife of the water, and tend ftill to in- 
creafe the horror of the fcene. The rock is near 
200 feet high. There is a kind of caftle or fort , 
built on its fummit ; and the town of Scylla or 
£ciglio5 containing three or four hundred inha- 
bitants, ftands on its .fomh fide, and gives the 
title of prince to a Calabrefe family* 

Ag the current was direOly againft us, we 
were obliged to lie to, for fome ho.urs, till it 
turned. The motion, of the water ceafed for 
fome time, but in a few minutes it began in the 
oppoTite diredion, tho' not with fuch violence. 
We lay juft oppofite to Cape Pylorus (where 
the light-houfe is now built). It is faid to have 
been thus named by Hannibal, in recompence to- 
Pelorus his pilot, for having put him to death on 
this (pot, on a falfe fufpicion of his wanting to 
betray him : For feeing himfelf land-locked on 
all fides, he thought there was no efcaping, and 
that Pelorus had been bribed to deliver him up ; 
bpt as foon as he difcovered the Straits, he re- 
pented of bis rafhnefs, and fome years afterwards 
ereScd a ftatue here, in atonement to the manes^ 
q{ Pelorus. Pomponius Mela tells this ftory ;. 
from whence he draws two very wife inferences: 
That Hannibal muft have been extremely 
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paflionatc ; and that he knew nothing at all of 
geography. Oihers deny this authority, and fay 
it was named Pelorus from Ulyffes's pilot, who 
was drowned near to this place ; but there can 
be no fort of foundation for this conjecture ; for 
UlyfTes's whole crew were drowned at the fame 
time, and he himfelf was driven through thefe 
Straits, mounted on the broken maft of his (hip. 
It is like moft difputes amongft antiquaries, a 
matter of mighty little confequence; and I leave 
you at full liberty to chufe which of the two ac- 
counts you pleafe. 

From hence we had an opportunity of obferv- 
ing a pretty large portion of Calabria, which 
formerly conftituted a confiderable part of that 
celebrated country, known by the name of Great 
Greece, and looked upon as one of the moft fer- 
tile in the empire. Thefe beauiiful hills and 
mountains are covered with trees and brufh- 
wood to the very fummit ; and appear pretty 
mucfhin the fiime (late as fome of the wilds of 
America, tharare juft beginning to be cultivated. 
Some little fpots where the woods are cleared 
away, juft ferve to (hew the natural fertility of 
the foil, and what this country might foon be 
brought to, were induftry and population encou- 
raged; but it ftill remains a good deal in the 
fame .fit nation as when the barbarous natjoiis 
left jt ; and I believe it is hard to fay, whether 
their tyranny or that of Spain has been the moft. 
oppreflive. After the invafion of thofe nations, 
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and during the time of the dark and barbarpu» 
ages, this country (like many others) from the 
higheft ftate of cuhure and civilizatipn, beeame 
a wild and barren wildemefs, overgrown witb 
thickets and forefts; and, indeed, fince the revival 
of arts and agriculture, perhaps of all Europe this 
is the country that has profited the leaft ; retain- 
ing ftill, both in the wildnefs of its fields and fe- 
rocity of its inhabitants more of the Gothic bar- 
barity than is to be met with any wh^re elfe. 
Some of thefe forefts are of a vaft extent, and 
abfolvitely impenetrable ; and ho doubt conceal 
in their thickets many valuable monuments of its 
ancient magnificence. Of this indeed we have a 
very recent proof in the difcovery of Peftum, a 
Grecian city^ that had not been heard of for. 
many ages ; till of late, fome of its lofty temples 
were feen, peeping over the tops of the woods ; 
upbraiding mankind for their fhameful negfeS i 
and calling upon them to bring it once mofe tof 
light. Accordingly curiofity, and the hopes of 
gain, a ftill more prowerful motive, foon opened 
a paffage, and expofed to view thefe valuable 
and refpeSable relics. But here it v^ould be out 
of place to give you an account of them ; I (hall 
rcferve that till my return. 

As foofl as our fhip entered the current, 

w€ were carried along with great velocity 

towards MefTina, which is twelve miles fron[^ 

1 the entry of the Straits. However, as the paf- 

, Age widens in proportion as you advance, th« 
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current of confequence becomes lefs rapid. At 
Meflina it is four miles broad. At ihe mouth 
of the Straits, betwixt the promontories of Pelo- 
rus in Sicily, and the Coda de Volpe (or the Fox's 
Tail) in Calabria, it appears fcarcely to be a mile. 
Mod of the ancient writers are of opinion that 
Sicily was formerly joined to the continent in 
this fpot, and that the feparation muft have been 
made by fome violent convulfion of the earth. 
If this is true, which indeed does not appear 
improvable, it muft have happened far beyond 
the reach of all hiftorians, as none of them, at 
kaft that I have feen, pretend any thing but con- 
jedure /or the foundation of their opinion. In- 
deed Claudian (were credit to be given to poets) 
fays po(itively> 

** Trinacria quondam Italiae pars \|na fuit." 

And Virgil too, in his third -ffineid, tells the fame 
ftory : 

*' HsBC loca vi quondam, et vafta convulfa 
" ruina, &c.'* 

Pliny, Strabo, Diodorus, and many others, both 
hiftorians and philofopbcr^, are of the fame fen- 
timents, and pretend that the ftrata in the oppo« 
fite fides of the Straits perfeSly correspond : 
Like the white rocks near Dover and Bologne, 
which, hav^e. given rife to. an opinion of the fame 
kind. However, the fimilarity in thaf cafe, is 
much more ftriking to the eye at leaft than in 
this. , . 
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The approach toMeiSna is the finefl that can 
be irojagin^d ; it is not fo grand as that of Na- 
pleSy but it is mtich nK>re beautiful, and the 
key exceeds any thing I have ever yet feen, even 
in Holland. It is built in the form of a crefcent, 
and is furrounded by a range of magnificent 
buildings, four ftofies high, and exa31y uniforoiy- 
for the (pace of an Italian mlk. The ftreet be- 
twixt thefe and the Tea is about an hundred feet 
v^ide, and forms one of the mod delightful walks 
in the world. It enjoys the frecft air, and com- 
mands the mod beautiful profped: It is only 
expofed to the nK>ming fun, being (haded all the 
reft of the day by thefe buildings. It is befides 
conftantly refrefced by the cooling breeze from 
the Straits ; for the current of the water produ^x 
ees likewife a current in the air^ that renders 
this one of the cpoleft habitations in Sicily.. 

We caft anchor about four this afternoon j near 
the center of this enchanted femi-circle, the 
beauty cf which greatly delighted us ; but our 
pleafure was foon interrupted by a difcovery that 
the name of one of our fervants had been omit- 
ted in our bill? of health ; and an affu ranee from 
the captain, that if he was difcovcred we (houU 
certainly be obliged to perform a long quaran- 
tine. Whilft we were deliberating upon this 
weighty matter, we obferved a boat with the peo- 
ple of the health-office approaching us. We 
had juft time to get him wrapped up in a ham- 
tnock, and (hut down below the hatches ; with 
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orders not to ftir in cafe of a fearch, and not to 
appear again above deck till he ihould be called. 
The poor fellow was obliged to keep in his hole 
till it was darky as our conful and fome people of 
the health-office ftayed on board much longer 
than we could have wifhed, and we are ftill 
obliged to conceal him ; for if he be difcovered, 
we fhall probably get iqto a very bad fcrape* 
They are particularly ftrid here in this refpeS : 
and indeed they have great realbn to be fo; fincc 
this beautiful city was almoft annihilated by the 
plague in the year i 743, when upwards^f 70,000 
people are faid tO have died in it and its diftrift 
in the fpaceof a few months. » 

We have now got on (hore, and are lodged in 
the moft wretched of inns ; although £aid to be 
a firft-rateone for Sicily : but we are contented ; 
for furely after bad fhip accommodation and fea- 
fick'nefs, any houfe will appear a palace, and any 
bit of dry land a paradife. 

I fhall fend this off by the port, which goes to- 
morrow for Naples, and (hall continue from day 
to day to give you fome account of our tranfac- 
tions ; trifling as they are, there vnl\ probably be 
fomething new ; and it will add greatly to the 
pleafure of our expedition, to think that it has 
contributed to your enftrtainment. Adieu. 

Ever yours, &c. 
I , 
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LETTER III. 

Meifinay Mayio. 

X HE harbour of MeiTina is formed 
^Y a fmall promontory or neck of land that 
runs oflF from the eaft end of the city, andJepa- 
rates that beautiful bafon from the reft of the 
Straits. The fliape of this promontory is that of 
a reaping hook, the curvature of which form the 
harbour, and fecures it from all winds. From 
ihe ftriking refemblance of its form, th^ Greeks 
who never gave a name that did not either de- 
fcribe the objeS or exprefs fome of its moft re-* 
markable properties, called this place Zancle or 
the Sickle, and feigned that the fickle of Saturn 
fell on this fpot, and gave it its form. But the 
Latins,, who were not quite fb fond of fable^ 
changed its name to MeflSna (from mtffis, a har- 
veft) becaufe of the great fertility of its fields. It 
is certainly one of the fafeft harbours in the world 
after fhips have got in^ but it is likewife one of 
the inoft difficult accefs^. The celebrated gulph 
or whirlpool of Charybdis lies near to its entry, 
and often occafions fuch an inteftine and irregular 
motion in the water,' that the helm lofes moft 'of 
its power, and ftiips have great difficulty to get 
in, even with the faireft wind that can 'blow. 
This whirlpool, I think, is probably formed by 
the fmall promontory I have mentioned^ which 
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conliaQing the Straits inthisfpot, muft nccefla- 
rily increafc the velocity of the current ; but no 
doubt other caufes, of which we are ignorant, 
cQccur, for this* will by no means account for all 
the appearances which it has prodnced. The 
great noife occafioncd by the tumultuous motion 
of the waters in this place, made the at^ients li- 
ken it to a voracious fea-monAer perpettrally roar- 
itsg fbr its prey ; and it has been rcprefented by 
their authors as the moft tremendous paCTage ia 
the world. Ariftotle gives a long and a formida- 
ble defcription of it in his 125th chapter De Ad- 
Burandis, which I find tranflated in an old Sici* 
Uan book I have got here. It begins, " Adeo 
<*^ pi^ofundum, horridumque fpe&acuhim, &c.'' 
but it is too long to tranfcribe. It is i'^kewife 
dcfcribed by Homer,* lath of the Odyffey ; 

♦ Dire Scylla there a fcene of hcrror forms. 
And here Cbarybdi^ fills the deep with ilornis : 
When the tide rullies from her rumbling caves, 
,-^The rough rock roars; tuniuliuous boil the wavesj 

* They to fs, thev foam, a wild cor.fufion raife, 

• Lifce waters hobbling o*er the fiery blaze ; 
Eternal mifts obfcure ih' aereal plain, 

And high above the rock ihc fpouts the main. 
. ^\yhep in her gulphs the ruCKing Tea fubfides, 
, She drains the ocean with her refluent tides. 
'The rock re-bellows with a thundering found ; 
' Deep,^wondrou§ deep, below appears the ground. 

Pope. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY AND MALTA. 37 

Virgil ff 3d -ffineid ; Lucretius, Ovid, Sallull^ 
Seneca^ as alfo by mafty of the old Uatian and 
Sicilian poets, who all fpeak of it in terms of hor- 
ror ; and i^prefeht it as an objed that infpired 
terror, even when looked on at a- diftanoe. It 
certainly is not now fo fornrid'able : and very pro* 
bably, the violence of this motion, continued for 
fo many ages, has by degrees worn fmooth the 
ragged rocks, and jutting ihdve?, that may have 
intercepted and confined the waters. The 
breadth of the Straits too, in this place, I make 
no doubt is confiderably enlarged. Indeed, from 
the nature of things it muft be fo ; the perpetual 
friSion occafioned by the current muft wear 
^away the bank on each fide, and enlarge the bed 
of the water. 

f That realm of old, a rtiin huge was rent, 
Jn length of ages from the continent. 
With force convullive burft the iffe away ; 
Throiigh the^ircad opening broke the thundering 

fea. 
At OEce the thunderinKfeaSicilia tore. 
And fander'd from the fair Hefperiaa fhore ; 
And flilltheneighbouringcoafts and towns divides 
With fcanty channels andcontfadled tides. 
Ficrcii to the right tremendous* Scylla roars, 
Charybdis on the left the flood devours : 
Thrice fwallo^'d in her wombfufifides the fea. 
Deep, deep as hell ; and thrice ifae fpouts awa)r 
From her black bellowing gulphsdifgorg'd on high 
Waves after waveis, tbit da4^ againilthe fky. 

' , Pitt. 
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The yeflels in this paflage were obliged to go 
as near as poffible to the coaft of 'Calabria^ in 
order to avoid the fuSion occafloned by the 
whirling of the waters in this vortex ; by which 
means when they came to the narrowed and mod 
rapid part of the Straits, betwixt Cape Pelorus 
and Scylla, they, were in . great danger of being 
carried upon that rock« From whence the pro- 
verb, (till applied to thofe, who in attempting to 
avoid one evil fall into another, 

•* Incidit in Scyllam, cupiens evitare Char) bdem.** 

There is a fine fountain of white marWe^ the 
key, reprefenting Neptune holding '§^^l and 
Charybdis chained, under the emlilefflittica^ 
figures of two fea-monfters, as reprefcnted by 
the poets. 

The little neck of land, forming the harbour 
of MeiEna, is ftrongly fortified. The citadel, 
which is indeed a very fine work, is built on that 
part which connefts it with the main land. The 
farthermpft point, which runs out to fea, is de- 
fended by four (mall forts, which command the 
entry into t,he harbour. Betwixt thefe lie the 
lazaret, and a light-houfe to warn failors of their 
approach to Charybdis, as that other on Cape 
Pelorus is intended to give them notice of Scylla. 

It is probably from thefe light-hOufes (by the 
Creeks called Pharoi) that the whole of this 
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celebrated Strait has been- denominiiied the Faro 
of Meffina. 

There are a number of gallies and galliots In 
this beautiful harbour, which ftill add greatly to 
its beauty. Three of thefe failed this moraing^ 
in order to cruize round the ifland, and to pro- 
teft it from the fudden invafions of the Barba- 
rians, who are often very troublefome on the 
' fouth-coaft, Thefe veffels made a very ptSti- 
refqu^ appearance as they went out of the har- 
bour ; their oars moving all together^ with the 
great^ regularity. I think there are nine or ten 
men to each oar ; and indeed it appears to be the . 
hardeft work you can imagine. They all rife, 
every ftroke of the oar, and when they pull, they 
almoft throw themfelves on their backs, and 
feenv to exer^f^ir utmoft force. Thefe wretches 
are chained to Ineir oars, and fleep every night 
on the bare benches, without any thing to throw 
over them. Yet, what is ftrange,notwithftand- 
ing all thef mifery they fuffer, I am told there was 
never known an inftance of any of them putting 
themfelves to death. They often, indeed, con- 
fer that favour upon one another, but it is only 
in their quarrels, and by no means out of kind- 
nefs. In a company of Engli(h in.^lhe fajne.cir- 
cumAances, promotion would probably go on 
much fafter, as there would be i)p want of va- 
cancies, provided only ropes and kniyes were to 
be had. . 
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We intraded this morning to have paid our 
refpefl.s to the prince of Villa Francct, the §o^ 
vernor, and to have delivered our letters ; but he 
w gone to hi^ country houfe, and as there are no 
carriages to be had, wfe are oMtged to wait his 
arrival in town, which will probably be to-mor^- 
row or next day. 

We are ftill under a good deal of uneafincfs 
flAxMit our fervant, and are obliged to conceal him 
carefully from the people of the health office, 
who feem to haunt us, as we have met them this 
morning in all our jvalks. Were he to be difco- 
vcred, perhaps fome of us might have the plea- 
fure of making a little voyage, on board one of 
thofe gaUies, for our amufcment. Indeed the 
taptain of the ftip, poor fellow, would run the 
grcatcft rift, who is obliged to anfwcr for every 
perfon on board. — —-We ftiall leave this ptace as 
foon as pofGble ; for I do not believe there is 
much more to be feen about it. 

aoth at night. After dinner our depute-conful 
(a Sicilian) carried us tofeveral convent's', where 
•yre were received by the nuns with gteat polite* 
nefs and aflfebility. We converted with them 
for fome hours through- the- grate,'and found 
fome of them by no means deficient, either in 
point of knowlege or fprightlinefs ; but none of 
them had'firicerity enough (which we met with , 
in Portugal more than once) to acknowledge the 
unhappinefs of their fituation, AU pretended to 
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be happy and contented, and declared they would 
not chapge their prifon for the mod brilliant 
iituation in, life. However, fome of them had 
afoft melancholy in their countenances, that gave 
the He to their words ; and I am p^rfuaded, in a 
tfete-^a-tdte, and on a more intimate acquaint- 
aDce,they would have told a very diflFerent ftofy^ 
Several of them are extremely handfome ; but, 
indeed, I think they always appear fo ; and ani 
very certain^ from frequent experience, that thert 
is no artifical ornament, or fludied embellifli«^ 
ment whatever, that can produce half fo ftrong 
an efFeft, as the modeft and futiple attire of a 
pretty young nun,^ placed behind a double ifon 
grate* To fee an amiable, unafTeSed, and un- 
adorned perfon, that might have been an honour 
and an ornament to fociety, make a voluntary 
refignation of her charms, and give up the world 
and all its pleafures, for a life of fading and mor-^ 
tification; it cannot fail to move our pity ; 

^« And pity melts the mind to love.** 

There is another confideration which tends much 
to increafe thefe feelings ; that is, our total inca- 
pacity ever to alter her fituation. The pleafure 
of relieving an objeQ in dlftrefs, is the only re- 
fuge we have againft the pain which the feeing 
of that objeft bccafions ; but here, this is utterly 
denied us, and we feel with forrow, that pity is 
all we can beftow. 
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From thefc, and the like refle3ionSy a man 
generally feels himfelf in bad fpirits after con* 
/ vcrfing with amiable nuns. Indeed, it is hardly 
poflible, without a heavy heart, to leave the 
grate ; that inexorable and impenetrable barrier. 
—At laft we took our leave, exprefling our 
happinefs, in being admitted fo near them ; but 
M the fame time deploring our mifery, in feeing 
Ihcm for ever removed at fo uhmeafurable a dif- 
tance from us. They were much pleafed with 
our vifit, and begged we would repeat it every 
day during our (lay at Mef&na ; but this might 
prpve dangerous. 

On leaving the convent, we obferved a great 
concourfe of people on the top of a high hill, at 
fome diftance from the city. The conful told 
us, it was the celebration of a great feftival in 
honour of St. Francis, and was worth our going 
to fee. Accordingly, we arrived juft as the faint 
made his appearance. He was carried through 
the crowd with vaft ceremony, and received the 
homage of the people with a becoming dignity ; 
after which he was again lodged in his chapel, 
where he performs a number of miracles every 
day, to all thofe who have abundance of money 
and abundance of faith. His minifters, however, 
are only a fet of poor greafy capuchins; who 
indeed do not feem to have enriched themfelves 
in his fervice. In general, he is but a (habby 
mafter, if one may judge by the tattered cloaths 
of his fervants ; and St. Bencdift, who docs noi^ 
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pretend to half his faoSity, beats him all to no-- 
thing. The people continued to dance, in foft' 
"Sicilian meafurcs, till after fun-fet, when they 
retired. Many of the country girls are extremely 
handfon^, and dance with a good grace. The 
young fellpws were all in their "Sunday's cloaths, 
ami made a good appearance. The affembly 
room was a fine green plain on the top of the 
hill. It pleafed us very much, and put us in 
mind^ of fome of Theocritus's defcriptions of 
the Sicilian pleafurcs. . But Theocritus, if he 
could, haye raifed up : his head, would probably 
have been a good deal puzzled what to make of 
the fliabby figure of St. Francis, marching thro* 
amongft them with fuch majefty and folcmhity. 
Another part of the ceremony too would have 
greatly alarmed him, as indeed il did us. The 
whole court before-the church was furfounded 
-with a triple row of fmair iron cannon, about 
fix inches long; thefe were charged to the muz- 
zle, and rammed very hard ; after which they 
were fet clofe to each other, and a train laid, 
that completed the communication through the 
whole number, which muft have exceeded 2000. 
Fire was fet to the train, and in two or three 
minutes, the whole was difcharged, by a funning 
fire; the reports following one another fo quick, 
that rt was impoffiblefor the ear to feparate them. 
The eflFeS was very grand ; but it would have 
been nothing without the fine echo from the high 
mountains on -each fide of the Straits, which 
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prolonged the found for fome coniiderable time 
after the firing was finiihed. * 

The view from the top of this hill, is beautiful 
beyond defcription. The Straits appear lik« a , 
yaft nujeftic river^ flowing flowly betwixt two 
ridges of mountains, and opening by degrees from 
its narrowed point, till it (wells to the (ize of an 
ocean. Its banks, at the fame tioie^ adorned with 
rich com^elds, vineyards, orchards, towns, vil- 
lages, and churches. The profped is terminated: 
on each fide by the tdpa of hij^i mouotions co^ 
vered with wobd. 

We obferved in our walks to-day, mapy of the 
flowers that are much efteemed in our gardens^ 
and others too that we are not acquainted with*^ 
LarkfpuTy flos Adonis, Venus' looking-glafs, 
hawkfweed, and very fine lupins grow wild over- 
all thefe mountains^ They have likewife a vari- 
ety of flowering (hrubs ; particularly one in great 
plenty, which I do not recolleS ever to have feen 
before : It bears a beautiful round fruity of a 
bright (hining yellow. They call it, II pomo 
d'oro, or golden apple. AH the fields ^bput 
Mefiina are covered with the richeft white clo- 
ver, intermixed with a variety of aromatic plants,, 
which perfume the air, and render thqir walks 
exceedingly delightful. But what is remarkable, 
we were moft fenfible of this perfume, when 
walking on the harbour which is at the greatefl 
diftance from thefe fields. I mentioned this 
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peculiarity to a Mcffincfe gentleman, who tells 
me, that the fah produced here by the heat of the 
fun, emits a grateful odour, fonoething like vio- 
lets ; and it is that, probably, which perfumes 
the fea^flvofe* On confulting Faz26llo De rebus 
Siculis, I find he takes notice of the fame (ingu- 
larity ; and likewife obferves, fhat the water of 
the Straits has a vifcous or glutinous quality, 
which by degrees cements the fand and^gravel to- 
gether, and at lad confolidates them to the foIi-> 
dity of rock. 

There are fide fliady walks on aU fides of MeT- 
fina ; fome of thefe run along the fea Ihore, and 
are for ever fanned, by the cooling brttze from 
the Straits. The houfes are large, and moft of 
the articles of life are cheap and in plenty ^ par- 
ticularly fi(h, which arc reckoned better here, 
than fay wbere^^e in the Mediterranean: Tht 
hire of lockings is next to nothing; almoft one 
half of that noble range of buildiags I have de- 
(cribed, being abfolutely uninhabited fince the de- 
flation of 1743; ^° ^^^ ^^^ proprietors are 
glad to get tenants ofl< any terms. It now oc'i- 
curs to me, that from all thefe confiderations, 
there is noplace L have feen, fo admirably calcu- 
lated for thercfidence of that flock of valetudina- 
rians, which every autumn leave our country 
with the fwallows, infearch of warm climates. I 
have been enquiring with regard to their winter 
feafon, and find) all agree, that^ in general, it is 
much prcfiBraUfc ito that df Nantes. They allo\u^ 
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they have fometimes heavy rain for two or three 
weeks ; but it never lads longer : and befides^ 
they have always foroe. fair hours every day, 
when people can go' out for ^xercife ; for the mo- 
ment the rain is over the walks are dry> the foil 

being a light gravel. 
'CI 

The advantages of Meflina over Naples in 
other refpefts, I think, are confiderable. At 
Naples there are no walks ; and, the truth is, 
they have no occaiion for them, no more indeed 
than they have for legs ; for you know as well 
as I, that walking there, is little lefs infamous 
than dealing ; and any perfon that makes ufe of 
his limbs is looked upc^n as a blackguard, and de- 
fpifed by all good company. The rides too are 
all at a great diftance ; and you are obliged to gd 
fome miles on fireets and pavement before you 
get into the country ; befides paffing th? vile 
grotto of Pau(illipe, where you are in danger of 
being blinded, and ftifled with duft. There are 
feldom any public diverfions here; the attending 
of which at Naples, and complying with their 
bad hours, does often nK>re than cotinterad all 
the benefit obtained ;from the climate. That 
deteftable praftice of gaoMng too, is by no meani 
fo prevalent here ; which fpom the anxiety it 
occafions to the mind, and laffitude to the body, 
muftbedeathto all heSic people, weak breads, 
or delicate nerves, I could fay much more on 
this fubjeft, but as I have many of thefe circum- 
ftances only from the report of the. inhabitants. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY AND MALTA. 47 

it makes me more diffident, than if I had known 
them from my own experience. 

We found our banker, Mr. M , 9 very 

fenfible man, and fpent fome hours with him, 
both this morning and evenftig, v<*ry agreeably. 
He has given us fome account of tLe police of the 
country, the moft iingular, perhaps, of any in 
the world, to fuch a degree, indeed, that I (hall 
not venture to tell it you, till I have talked it 
over with fome other people, to fee if the ac- 
counts agree ;^ though from the charaSer that 
gentlen^n bears, both here and at ^laples, he is 
as good authority as any in the ifland. 

The prince ofVilla Franca is arrived: fo)that 
we (hall probably have our audience to-morrow 
morning. Adieu — We are juft going to fup up- 
on fteate made of the pefce fpada or fword fi(h, 
which are caught in great plenty in thcfe feas. 
The fword of this one, is upwards of four feet 
long } and a formidable weapon it is ; — not un- 
like a Highland broad fword. This fi(h, when 
cut, bears a perfeflk rcfembUtice to fle(h ; fb 
much, 4hat none of us doubted, it :was beefp 
(leaks they were drefling fofius, and expreffed our 

furprife at finding thaj^i(hin Sicily. Good 

mght. / ' 
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LETTER IV. 



We 



E arc juft returned from 
the prince's. He received us politely^ but with 
a good deal of ftate. . He offered us the ufe of 
his carriages, as there are none to be hired ; and^ 
in the ufual ftile, defired to know in what he 
could be of fervice to us. We told him (wifli 
an apology for our abrupt departure) that we 
were obliged to fet off to-morrow, and begged 
his proieftionon our journey. He replied^ that 
he would give orders for guards to attend us, 
that (hould be anfwerable for every thing ; that 
we need give ourfelves tto farther trouble ; that 
whatever number of mules we hadoccafion for, 
(hould be ready at the door of the inn, at any 
hour we (hould think proper to appoint: He 
added, that we might entirely rely on tbofis 
guards, who were people of the moil determined 
refbiution, as well as of the-moft approved fide- 
lity, and v(rould i^t fail to chaffife on the fpot, 
any perfon who (h^ld prefume to impofe upon 
us. \ 

Now, who do you thinEliWe tfufty guarck 
are compofed of? Why, of the\nioft daring, 
and mod hardened villains, perhap^V^Hat are to 
be met with upon earth, who, in SJpy other 
country, would have been broken upon th A wheel. 
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or hung in chains ; but are here publicly pro- 
teded, and univerfally feared andrefpefled. It was 
this part of the police of Sicily, that I was 
afraid to give you an account of: . But I have 
now converfed with the princc'i people on the 
fubjed, and they have confirmed every circuin- 
fianceMr. M— *-— made me acquainted with. 

He told me, (hat in thi^ eaft part of the ifland^ 
called Val Demoni, (from the devils that are fup- 
pofed to inhabit mount £tna) it has ever been 
foModl impraj&icable to extypate the banditti ; 
there being numberlefs caverns and fubterranedua 
pafljiges in that naountain, where no troops could 
poflibly purfue them : That, befides, as they 
are know^ to be perfe^y determined and refo* 
lute» nev^r failing to ^i;ike a dreadful revenge on 
all who hav^ oflFended theni, >he prince of Villa 
Franca has en^braced it, not only as the fafeft^ 
but likewife as the wifeft, and moft political 
fcheme, to became their declared patron and pro« 
te&on And fuch of- them as think pfoper to 
l«ye their mountains and forefts, th^^h per- 
baps only for a time, are fure to mee| with good 
encouragement, and fecurity ia his fcrvicc ; they 
enjoy the moft unbounded confideuce, which, in 
no inftance, they have- ever j^ been found to 
make an improper or a difli^neft ufe of. They 
are clothed in the priadrs livery, yeflbw and 
green, with filver lafeic; and wear like wife a badge 
their honouraUfe^rder, which Entitles them to 
univerfal kj^nd refped fromthe people, 

VoiJr. . D 
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I have juft been interrupted by an upper fer- 
vant of the prince's, who both, by' his looks and 
language, feems to be of the fame worthy frater- 
nity. He tells us, that he has ordered our mulc- 
^ers, at their peril, to be ready by day-break ; 
Jbut that we need not go till we think proper ; for 
it is their buiinefs to attend on no^ri eccelUnzu 
He fays he has likewifc ordered two of the moft 
defperate fellows in the whole ifland to accom- 
pany us ; adding, in a fort of v^hifper, that wc 
need be under no appreheniion ; for if any perfon 
ihould prefume to impofeupon us lathe value of 
a fingle baiocc,* they would certainly put them 
to death. I gave him an ouhce, t which 1 knew 
was what he expeded ; on which he redoubled 
his bows and his eccellenzts, and declared we 
^were the moft honorabili Signori he had ever met 
\/ith, and that if we pleafed, he himfelf *lhon)d 
have the honour of attending us, and would chaf- 
tifc any perfon that (hould dare take the wall 
of us, or injure us in the fmalleft trifle. Wc 
thanked him for his ceal, {hewing him we had 
fwords of our own. On which, bowing refpeft- 
fully, he retired. 

I can now, with more aflurance, give you 
Ibme account offhe convcrCatioal had with Sig- 
nior M , who^^ I faid appears to be a very 
intelligent man, and ^fewM-efidcd here, for thefe 
many years. >v 

* A fmall coin. f About ^ elevfe fl^im^Sf' .i>i 
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He fa/s, that in fome circumftances thefe ban- 
ditti are the moft refpe<Stable people of the ifland ; 
and have by much the higheft, and moft roman- 
tic notions of what they call their point of ho- 
noui". That however criminal they may be 
with regard to fociety in general, yet, with re- 
fp«a to one another, and to every per(on to whom 
they have once profeffed it, they have ever main- 
tained the mod unfliaken fidelity. The magi- 
ftrates hive often been obliged to proteQ them, 
and even pay them court, as they are known to 
be perfeftly- determined, and defperate ; andfo 
extremely vindiaive, that they will certainly put 
any perfon to death, who has ever given them 
juft caufe of provocation. On the other hand, 
it never was known that any pjerfon who had 
put himfelf under their proteSion, and fhewed 
that he had Confidence in them, had caufe to re- 
pent of it, or was injured by any of them, in the 
mofli minute trifle ; but on the contrary, they 
will proteft him fi-om impofitions of every kind, 
and fcorn to go halves with the landlord, 
like moft other conduftors and travelling fer- 
vants ; and will defend him with their lives, if 
there is occafion. That thofe of their number, 
who have thus enlifted themfelves in the fervicc 
of fociety, are known and refpeSed by the other 
banditti all over the ifland ; and the perforis of 
thofe they accompany are ever held facred. For 
thefe reafons, moft travellers chufe to hire a cou- 
ple of theni from town to town ; and may thus 
Da 
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travel over the whole ifland in fafety. To Ulii- 
ftrate their charader the more, he added two^ 
ftoriesy vfhiCh happened but a few days ago, and 
arc flill in every body's mouth : 

A number of people were found digging in a 
place where fome treafure was fuppofed to have 
been hid during the plague : As this had been 
forbid under the moft fevcre penalties, they were . 
immediately carried to prifon, and expeded to 
have been treated without mercy ; but, luckily 
for the others, one of thofe heroes happened to 
be of the number. He wrote to the Prince of 
Villa Franca, and made ufe of fuch powerful ar- 
guments in their favour, that they were all im- 
mediately fet at liberty* 

This will ferve to fliew their confequcnce with 
the civil power ; the other ftory will give you a 
firong idea of their bafbarous ferocity, and the 
horrid mixture of ftubbom vice and virtue (if I 
may call it by that name) that feems to direft 
their anions* I (hould have mentioned, that 
they have a praAice of borrowing money from 
the country people, who never dare refufe them ; 
and if they promife to pay it, they have ever 
been found pundual and exad, both as to the 
time and the fum ; and would much rather rob 
and murder an innocent perfpn, than fail of pay- 
ment at the day appoint^ : . And this they have 
often been obliged to do, only in order (as they 
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- fay) to fulfil their engagements, and to favc their 
honour. 

. It happened within this fortnight, that the 
brother of one of thefe heroic banditti having oc- 
caiion for money, and not knowing how to pro- 
cure it, determined to make ufe of his brother's 
name and authority^ an artifice which he thought 
could not eafily be difcovered ; accordingly he 
went to a country prieft, and told him his bro- 
ther had occafion for twenty ducats, which he 
deiired he would immediately lend him. The 
prieft aflured him that he had not then fo large a 
fum, but that if he would return in a few days it 
fliould be ready for him. The other replied, 
that he was afraid to return to his brother with 
this anfwer ; and defired, that he would by all 
means take care to keep out of his way, at lead 
till fuch time as he had pacified him ; otherwife 
he could not be anfwerable for the confequences* 
As bad fortune would have it, the very next 
day the prieft and the robber met in a narrow 
road ; the former fell a trembling, as the latter 
approached, and at laft dropped on his knees to 
beg for mercy. The robber, aftonlftied at this 
behaviour, defired to know the caufe of it. The 
trembling prieft anfwered, ** II denaro, il denaro,** 
the money, the money — but fend yoyr brother 
to-morrow, and you Aall have it. The haughty 
robber aflured him, that hedifdained taking mo- 
ney of a poor prieft ; adding, that if ^ny of his 
brothers bad been low enough to make fuch a 
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demand, he himfelf was ready to advance the 
fum. The prieft then acquainted him with the 
\ifit he had received the preceding night from 
his brother, by h?s order ; affufing him, that if 
he had been mafter of the fum, he fhould imme- 
diately have fupplied it. Well, fays the robber, 
I will now convince you whether my brother or 
I are moft to be believed ; you fhall go with mc 
to his houfe, which is but a few miles diftant. 
On their arrival before the door, the robber 
called on his brother, who never fufpeding the 
difcovery, immediately came to the balcony; 
but on perceiving the prieft, he began to make 
excufcs for his conduft. The robber told him, 
there was no excufc to be made; that he only 
dcfired to know the faS, Whether he had gone 
to borrov^ money of that prieft in his name or 
not ? On his owning he had, the robber with 
dtliberatc coolnefs lifted his blunderbufs to his 
fhoulder, and fhot him dead ; and turning to the 
aftonifliied prieft, ** You will now be perfuaded, 
** faid he, that I had no intention of robbing you 
« at leaft." 

You may now judge how happy we muft be 
in the company of our guards. I don't know 
but tSis very hero may be one of them ; as we 
are aflured they are two of the moft intrepid and 
refolute fellows in the iiland. I will not clofe 
this letter, till I give you fome account of our 
journey. In the mean time, adieu. We are 
going to take a look of the churches and public 
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buildings ; but with thcfe I fhall trouble you very 
little. 

2ift at night. We have been very well en- 
tertained, both from what we have fecn and 
heard. We ufed to admire the dexterity of fome 
of the divers at Naples, when they went to the 
depth ot forty eight or fifty feet, and could not 
conceive how a man could remain three minutes 
under water without drawing breath ; but thefe 
are nothing to the feats of one Colas, a native o^ 
this place, who is fa id to have lived for feveral 
days in the fea, without coming to* land ; and 
from thence got the furname of Pefce, or the fifh. 
Sm^e of the Sicilian authors affirm,, that he 
caught fifli merely by his agility in the water y 
and l;he credujous Kircher aflerts, that he could 
walkacrofs the Straits at the bottom of the fea. 
Be that as it will^ he was fo much celebrated 
for fwimming and divings, that one of their kings 
(Frederick) came on purppfe to fee him perform r 
which royal vifit proved fatal to poor Pefce ; for 
the king, after admiring his wonderful force and 
agility, had the cruelty to propofe his diving 
near the gulph of Charybdis ; and to tempt him 
the more, threw in a large golden cup, which 
was to be his prize ftiould he bring it up. Pefce 
made two attempts, and aftoniflied the fpeSators^ 
by the time he remained under water ; but in 
the third, it is thought he was caught by the 
whirlpool, as he never appeared more"; and hi» 
body is faid to have been found fome time 
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afterwards near Taurominum (about thirty miles 
diftant) it having been obfervcd, that what is 
fwallowed up by Chary bdis is carried fouth by 
the current, and thrown out upon that coafl. 
On the contrary nothing wrecked here was ever 
carried through the Straits, or thrown out on the 
north fide of Sicily, unlefs we believe what Ho- 
mer fays of the fhip of Ulyffes. 

We have been again totake a view of the Straitt 
at this famous whirlpool, and arc more and more 
convinced, that it muft be infinitely diminiihed ; 
indeed, in comparifon of what it was, almoft 
reduced to nothing. The fea appeared to have 
no extraordinary motion there, and (hips and 
boats fcemed to pafs it with eafe. When wfc 
compare this its prefent ftate, with the formida- 
ble defcription of fo many ancient authors, poets, 
hiftorians, and philofophers, it appears indeed, not 
improbable that this ifland has been torn from 
the continent by fome violent convulfion, and that 
near to this fpot, huge caverns have been opened, 
which, drinking in the waters in one couHe of 
the current, and throwing them out in the other, 
may perhaps in fome meafure account for the 
phsenomena of Charybdis. I find it is defcribed 
both by Homer and Virgil, as alternatively fwal- 
lowing up, and throwing out every ohjeOt that 
approached it. ♦ Now is it not probable, that 

* D^xtrum Scylla latus, Ixvum implacata Charybdis 
Obfidet, atque irao barathri ler gurgite vaftos 
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thcfe caverns in procefs of time have been, in a 
great meafure, filled up by the immcnfe quanti- 
ties of rocks, fand, gravel, &c. that were per- 
petually carried in by the force of the current f 
I own I am not quite (atisfied with this folu- 
tion, but at prefent I cannot think of a better : 
The fad, however, is certain, thait it muft have 
been a dreadful ohjeSt even in VirgiPs time, elfc 
he never would have made ^neas and his fleet 
perceive its eSeds at fo great a diftance, and 
immediately run out to fea to slvoid it ; nor . 
would he have made Helenus at fuch pains to 
caution him againft that dangerous gulph, and 
advife him rather to make the whole tour of 
Sicily than attempt to pafs it. Indeed, it is fo 
often mentioned both in the voyage of ^neas 
and Ulyfles, and always in fuch frightful terms^ 
that we cannot doubt of its having been a very 
terrible objed ♦. 

Sorbet in abruptum flu£tus, mrfufque fub auras 
Erigit alterDos, et (idera verbcrat unda. 

» Seneca gives this account of it in a letter to 
Lucillus : •* Scyllam faxum effe, etquidem terribile 
•* navigantibus optimc fcio ; Charybdis an refpon- 
** deat fabulis perfcribi^ mihi defidero, fac nos cer- 
^' tibresy utrum uno tantum ventd agatur in vorti- 
*' cesy an omnis tempeftas, ac mare illud contor- 
*• queat, ct an verum fit quidquid iHo freti turbine 
** tbrcptmn eft, &c." 
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After feeing the beautiful harbour of Medina^ 
we have found nothing much worthy of notice 
in the city. Some of the churches are hand* 
fome, and there are a few tolerable paintings. 
One ceremony, from the account they give of 
it, I (hould like niuch to have feen : The cele- 
bration of the feaft of the Vara. It appears, in- 
deed, to be a very fingular exhibition, and I am 
heartily forry it does not happen at this feafon* 
In order to the more dignified appearance oi 
the Virgin Mary on this occafion, they have in- 
vented a very curious machine, which I am tcJd 
reprefents heaven, or at lead a part of it. It is 
of a huge fize, and moves through the (Ireet 
with vaft pomp and ceremony. In the center is 
the principal figure, which reprefents the Virgin; 
and, a little higher, there are three others to 
denote the Trinity. Round thefe, there are a 

And the following is a tranflation froni Strabo. 

•'Ante urbem Paululum in traje^u Charybdis 
** oftenditur: Profundum quidem immenfum : Quo 
*^ inundationes frett: mirumin modern navigia de- 
•* trahunt : magnas per circumdu^liones, ct vorti- 
•* ces prcclpitata, quibus abforptis, ac diflblutis j 
** natifragiorum fragmenta ad Tauromitanura lit- 
*• tusattrahuntur, &c. 

-" Eft igitur Charybdis, (fays Salluft) mare peri- 
*^ culofum tiautis ; quod contrariis fluftouoi curfi- 
* ' bus, colltfionem facit, et rapta quoque abforbet.*' 

But tbefe are moderate indeed when compared 
to the defcriptioDs of the pocu. 
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number of wheels, faid to be of a very curious 
conftru&ton^ Every wheel contains a legion of 
angels, according to thei>. different degrees of 
precedency ; feraphims, cfaerubims, and powers. 
Thefe are reprefented by a great number of beau- 
tiful little children, all glittering in clothes of gold 
and iilver tiflue ; with wings of painted feathers 
fixed to their ihoulders. When the machbe is 
fet in motion, all thefe wheels move round, and 
the di£Ferent choirs of angels continue in a con- 
ftant flutter, finging Hallelujahs round the Tri- 
nity and the Virgin during the whole of the pro* 
ceflion, and are laid to make a mod beautiful ap- 
pearance. This is all I could learn of this (ingu- 
lar 0iew, neither were wc admitted to fee the 
machine; confcious, I fuppofe, of the ridicule 
of which it is fufceptible, they did not chufe ta 
unveil fo facred an olye6: to the eyes of heretics. 

This ifland has ever been famous for the 

celebraHon of iii feafts, even in artcient as well as 
modern times. They fpare no expence;; and as 
they have a hrge (hare both of fuperftition and* 
invemion, they never fail to produce fomething 
ckher very fine, or very ridiculous. The feaft 
of St. Rololia at Palermo is faid to be the fineft 
ftew in Europe, and cofts that city every year 
a large fum. They aflure us there is more tafte 
and magnificence difplayed in it, than in any 
thing of the kind ifn Italy ; and advife us by all\ 
means to attetid it, as it happens fotne time near 
the nrtiddle of fummer, when we Ihall prCbabLy 
b€ in that ehd of the ifland. 
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If you plcafe we (hall now take leave of Mef- 
fina ; — —I did not exped to make fo much <jut 
of it. But it would not be fair neither ; with- 
out at Icaft putting you in mind of the great ve- 
neration it has ever been held in by the reft 6f 
Skily^for the afliftance it gave to Count Rogiera 
in freeing the iiland from the yoke of the Sara- 
cens ; in confidcration of which, great privil^ee 
i^ere granted it by the fucceeding kings ; fome of 
which are faid flill to remain. It was here that . 
the Normans landed ; and this city, by the po- 
licy of fome of it^ own inhabitants, was the firft 
conqueft they made; after which their vifkorious 
arms were foon extended over the whole iiland ; 
and a final period put to the Saracen tyranny. 
Count Rugierp fix^d the feat of government at 
Palermo ; and put the political fyftem of the 
ifland upon ^ folid bads ; of which the form (aiKl 
the form alone) ftill remains to this day. He di- 
vided the whole ifland into three parts ; one he 
gave to his ofBcers, another to the church, and 
a third he rjeferved to himfelf. Of thefe three 
branches he compofed his parliament, that re- 
fpeSable body, of which the ikeleton only now 
exifts; for it has long ago loft all its bloody 
nerves, and animal fpirits ; and for many ages 
paft has been reduced to a perfeft caput mo|"- 
tuum. The fuperftitious tyranny of Spain has 
not only deftroyed the national fpirit of its own 
inhabitants, bot likewifethat of every other coun- 
try whickhas fallen under its power. Adieu. 

Ever yourv 
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P. S. Apropos! There is one thing I had 
afinoft forgot, and I never ihouM have forgiven 
myfelf. " Do yoii know» the moft extraordinary 
phsnoRienon in the \^orld is often obfervfd near 
to this place? I laughed at it at firft^ at you will 
do I but I zvti now convinced of its reality ; and 
am perfuaded too, that if ever It bad been tho* 
roughly examined by a philofophical eye, the 
natural cau& muft long ago have been afljgned. 

It has often been remarked, both by the an- 
dents and modems, that in the heat of fummer^ 
after the fea and air have been much agitated by 
winds, and a perfed calm focceeds, there ap- 
pears, about the time of dawn, in that part of 
the heavens over the Straits, a great variety of 
Angular forms, foite at reft and fome moving 
about with great velocity. 'Thefe forms, in 
proportion as the light increafes, feem to become 
more aerial ; till at laft, feme time before fan* 
rife, they entirely diiappear. 

The Sicilians reprefent this as the moft beau- 
tiful fight in nature ; Leanti, one of their lateft 
and beft writers, came here on purpofe to fee it: 
He fays, the heavens appear crowded with a 
variety of objeAs : He nfientions ptdaces, woeds^ 
gardens, &c. befide» the figures oT men, and 
other animak, that appear in motion amongft 
diem. No doubt the imaginatton muft be 
greatly aiding, in forming thU aerial a^atioi^ ; 
but as fo mai^ of their authors^ both ancient 
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and modern^ agree *in the {2iGt, and give an ac-^ 
count of it from their own obfervation, there 
certainly muft be fooie foundation for the ftory. 
There is one Gtardina^ a Jefuit, who has lately- 
written a treatife on this phsenomenon, but I 
have not been able to find it. The celebrated 
Meflinefe Gallo has likewiie publiihed fomething 
on this fingular fubjeft ; if I can procure either' 
of them in the iftand^ you (hall have a more 
pcrfed account of it. The common people^ 
according to cuAom» give the whole merrt to th^ 
devil ; and indeed it is by much the fliorteft and 
eafieft way of accounting for it : Thofe who 
pretend to be pbilofophers, and refufe him. this 
honour, are greatly puzzled what to make of it. 
They think it may be owing to fome uncommon 
refradion, or reAedion of the rays, from the 
water of the Straits; which, as it is at that 
time carried about in a variety of eddies and 
v6rtexes, ntuft confequently, fay they, make a 
variety of appearances on' any medium where 
it is reflefted. This, I think, is nonfenfe ; or 
at lead very near it ; and till they can fay more 
to the purpofe, I think they had much better 
have left it in the hands of the old gentleman. 
I fufped it is fomething in the nature of our 
Auf'ora Bore^is ; and like many of the great 
phenomena of nature, depends upon eledrical 
caufes; which, in future ages, I have little 
doubt, will be found' to be as powerful an agent 
in regulating the univerfe,- as gravity is in this 
age, or as the fubtle fkiid was in the laft. 
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The eleSrical fluid, in this country of vol* 
canos, is probably produced in much greater 
quantity than in any other. The air ftrongly 
impregnated with this matter, and confined be* 
twixt two ridges of mountains; at the fame 
time exceedingly agitated from below, by the 
violence of the current, and the impetuous 
whirling of the waters ; may it not be fuppofed 
to produce a variety of appearances ? And may 
not the lively Sicilian imaginations, animated by 
a belief in demons, and all the wild oflFspring of 
fuperftition, give thefe appearances as great a 
variety of forms ? Remember, I do not fay it 
is fo; and hope yet to have it in itiy power ta 
give you a better account of this matter. How- 
ever, if you fhould fuppofe me in this ftory, or 
in any future one I may tell you, to be inclined 
to the fabulous, you will pleafe to remember^ 
that I am now in the country of fable ; this 
ifland having given rife to more perhaps, except 
Greece, than all the world befide. Y6u have, 
therefore, only to fuppofe that thefe regions are 
flill contagious ; and call to mind that mount 
^tna has ever been the great mother of monflers 
and chimeras both in the aocient and the modern 
world. However, I (hall, if poflible, keep free 
of the infe£tlon, and entertain you only with, 
fuch fubjeSs as fall under my own obfervation. 
But indeed, from what I have already heard of 
that wonderful mountain, the mod moderate ac« 
count of it would lippear highly fabulous to all 
fuch as are unacquainted with obje£lsof this 
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kind. Adieu. We think of fetting off to-mor- 
row by day-break. I am forry it has not been a 
ftorm^ that we might have had a chance of fee- 
ing Pandemonium reared over •ur heads^ and ail 
the devits at work around it. 

I Ihall leave this to be fent by the firft poftj 
and (hall write to you i^ain from Catania^ if 
we efcape unhurt from all the perils oiMtm. 

Adieu. 
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I. E T T E R V. 

Giardini^ near Taoromiiiuin> May std* 



Wi 



E have had a delightful jour- 
ney, and if all Sicily be but as agreeable, we 
(hall not repent of our expedition. We left 
MeiSna early this morning, with fix mules for 
ourfelves and fervants, and two for our baggage. 
This train, I aflure you, makes no contemptible 
appearance ^ particularly when you call to mind 
our front and rear guard ; by much the mofl 
cbnfpicuous part of it. Thefe are two great 
dfawcanfir figul'es, armed cap-a-pie, with a broad 
hanger, two enormous piftols, and a long arque- 
bufe : This they kept cocked and ready for ac- 
tion in all fufpicious places ; where they recounted 
abundance of wonderful (lories of robberies and 
murders ; fome of them with fuch very minute 
circumftances, that I am fully perfuaded they 
themfelves were the pr'mcipal aSors. However, 
I look upon our fituation as perfeSly fecure ; 
they pay us great refpeS, and take the utmoft 
pains that we (hall not be impofed upon. Indeed, 
I think they impofe upon every body except us ; 
for they tax the bills according to their plcafure ; 
and fuch cheap ones I never paid before. To- 
day*s dinner for eleven men (our three muleteers 
included) ahd" feeding for ten mules and horfes, 
did not amount to half a guinea. And, although 
we pay them high, (an ounce a day each) yet I 
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am perfuaded they fave as at leaft one half of it 
on our bills. They entertained us with fome of 
their feats, and make no fcruple of owning their 
having put feveral people to death ; but add,. 
** Mas tutti, tutti honorabilnjente," — That is to 
fay, they did not do it in a daftardly manner^ 
nor without juft provocation. 

The fea-coaft of Sicily is very rich ; the fides 
of fome of the mountains are highly cultivated, 
and prefent the mod agreeable afped that can be 
imagined ; com, wine, oil, and filk, all mixed 
together, and in the greateft abundance : How- 
ever, the cultivated part is but finall in propor- 
tion to what is lying wafte, and only ferves to 
(hew the great fertility of this iiland, were it 
peopled, and in indudrious hands. The fides of 
the road are covered with a variety of flowers 
and of flowering fhrubs; fome of them exceed- 
ingly beautiful. The inclofures are many of 
them fenced with hedges of the Indian fig, or 
prickly pear, as in Spain and Portugal ; and our 
guides aflure us, that in many of the parched 
ravines round -ffitna, 'there are plenty of trees 
which produce both cinnamon and pepper ; not 
fo ftrong, they allow, as thofe of the fpice iflands, 
but which are fold to the merchants at a low- 
price, by a fet of banditti, who drefs themfelves 
like hermits : Thefe fpices are mixed with the 
true pepper and cinnamon from the Indies, ^nd^ 
fcftt oVer all Europe, 
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The road from Medina to this place is ex- 
tremely rbmatitic. It lies the whole way along 
the coaft^ and commands the view of Calabria^ 
aiid the fouth part of the Straits ; covered with 
chebecks, galleys, galliots, and a quantity of fifli- 
iiig boats. The view on the right h^nd is con- 
fined by high mountains, on the very fummits of 
which they have built feveral conHderable towns 
and villages, which with their churches and 
fleeples, make a very pidurefque appearance. 
They Have ckofen this elevated fituation, I fup- 
pofe^ with a double view ; to proted them both 
from their enemies, and from the violent heat 
of the climate. This forenoon we found it ex- 
cedive, but had the finefl fwimming in the world 
before dinner ; which kept us cool and fre(h for 
all the reft of the day. , We have befides pro- 
vided ourfelves with umbrellas, without which, 
at this feafon, travelling would be imprafti- 
cables 

Betwixt this place and Meffina, a little to the 
right. He the mountains, formerly called the 
Nebrocro ; and likewife the mountain of Nep- 
tune, which is reckoned the higheft of that 
chain. It is celebrated for a gulph or crater on 
its furaniit, from whence, at particular times, 
there iflues kn exceeding cold wind, with fuch 
violence tliat it is difficult to approach it. I was 
forry to pafs this fmgular mountain, but it would 
have delayed us a day or two to vifit it; and we 
are haftening with impatience to a much greater 
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objed: It is now named U monte Scuderio, and 
is fatd to befo high that the Adriatic can be feen 
from its fummit. From the defcription they 
give of it^ it appears evidently to be an old vol- 
cano. The Niflb takes its rife from this moun- 
tain ; a river renowned in antiquity for the gold 
found in its channel ; for which reafon, it was by 
the Greeks called Chryfothoas. It is faid, the 
remains of the ancient gold mines are (till to be 
feen near the fource of this river ; but the modem 
mafters of Sicily have never been enterprifii^ 
^ough to expkre them. It was on tlus charm- 
ing coslA, where the flocks of Apollo were kept 
by his dai^hters, Phethufa an4 Lampetie ; the 
feizing of which by Ulyffes* companions, proved 
the caufe of their deaths, and of all his fubfequent 
misfortvmes. The mountain of Tauromina is 
very high and deep, and the road up to it is 
exceedingly rugged. 

This once famous city is now reduced to an 
infignificant burgh ; yet even thefe fmall remains 
give a high idea of its former magnificence. The 
theatre, I think, is accounted the largefr in the 
world. It appears to me greatly fupcrior to that 
of Adrian's villa, near Rome. It is entire enough, 
to give a very tolerable idea of the Roman thea- 
tre, and indeed aftonifhes by its vaftnefe ; nor 
can I conceive how any voice could extend 
through the prodigious number of people it muft 
have contained. I paced about one quarter of 
it ; over the boxes that were intended for the 
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women, which is not near the outward circle of 

all ; the reft is fo broken, that I could ^et no far* . 

then It meafured about 120 ordinary fieps, fo 

that you may conceive the greatnefs of the whole. 

The feats_front mount ^tna, which makes a 

glorious appearance from this place ; and no 

doubt has often diverted their attention from the 

fcene. It arifes from an immenfe bafe, and mounts 

equally on all fides to its f^immit : It is juft now 

throwing out volumes of white fmoak, which 

do not rife in the air, but feem to roll down the 

fide of the mountain like a vaft torrent. The 

afcent of ^tnaon each ftde is computed at about 

30 miles, and the circumference of its bafe at 

1 50 : I think it does not appear to be fo much ; 

but I fhall probably beenabledto give you a fuller 

account of itafterwards. 

After admiring the great theatre of Tauromi* 
nam, we went to examine the Naumachia, and the 
refefvoirsforfupplying it with^ater< -About 
1 50 paces of one fide of the wall of the Nauma- 
chia remains I bat as thb is not complete, there 
is no jiHgihg of its original dimenfions. This ii 
AippQfed to have been a large fquare, inclofed 
with ftrong walls, and capable of being filled with 
water On occafion ; intended for the exhibition 
of fea«fights, and all naval exercifes: There, 
were four refervoirs for fupplying this with wa- 
ter. All are upon the fame grand fcale. One of 
thefe i&^lnioft entire ; it is fupported by a great 
number of ftrong pilars, m the fame manner as 
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thofe of Titus' baths at Rome« and feveral others 
you may have feen in Italy. I would dwell lon- 
ger on objeSs of this kind, but I am perfuaded 
defcriptions can give but a very impcrfcft idea 
of them ; and to mark out the precife dknenfi- 
OBS with a mathematical ezaftnefs, where there 
is nothing very remarkable, muft furely be but a 
dry worki^both to the writer and reader. I (hall 
therefore content myfi^lf (I hope it will content 
you too) with endeavouring to communicate, as 
entire as pofliUe, the fame impreflion 1 myfelf 
(ball receive, without defcendtng too much to 
particulars, or fatiguing myfelf or you with the 
mei)furation of antique walls, merefy becaufe 
they are fuch, except where there is indeed fome- 
thing very ftriking, and different too, from what 
has already been defcribed in Italy. 

. I own I defpair of fuccefs : Few things I be- 
lieve in writing being more difficult than thus 
?* V^mparer. da I'imagination,^' to feize , " to 
make ourielves matters of the reader's imagina* 
ti(Hi, to carry it along with us through every 
icene, and niake it in a manner congeMal with 
our own ; every profpeS opening upon him with 
the fame light, and arifing in the fame colours, 
and at the fame inftant too, as upon us : For 
where defcriptions fail in this, the pleafure of 
reading them muft be very trivial. Now, per- 
haps, this fame journal ftile is the moft favoura- 
ble of any to produce thefe effe^s. It }^ at leaft 
the moft agreeable to the writer ^ who never has 
I 
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hb fubjeft to feek, but needs only recoiled what 
has pafled iince he laft laid down the pen, and 
travel the day over again ; and if he travels it to 
good purpofe, it ought to be equally agreeable 
to the\rea4er too, who thereby becomes one of 
the party, and bears a 0iare in all the pleafuresof 
the journey without fu£Feriog from the fatigues 
of it. 

C^e of my grcatcft difficulties, I fee, will be 
the finding proper places to write in, for the inns 
are altogether execrable, and there is no fuch 
thing as getting a room to one's felf : I amjuft 
now writing on the end of ar barrel, which I chofe 
• rather than the table, as it is farther removed 
from noife. I muft therefore intreat you, once 
for all, to excufe incorrednefs and want of me- 
thod. How can one be methodical upon a bar- 
rel! It has ever been the mod declared enemy 
to method. You might as well expe3 a fermon 
from Bacchus, or a coherent fpeech from our 

friend lord after he has fini(hed the third 

bottle. You will be pleafed then juft to take 
things' as they occur. Were I obliged to, be 
ftriaiy methodical, I fliould have no pleafure in 
writing you thefe letters ; and then, if my pofi- 
tion is juft, you could have no pleafure in read- 
ing them. 

Our guards have procured us beds ^ though 
not in the iown of Taurominum, but in Giar- 
dini, a village at the foot of the mountain on 
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which It ftands* The people arc extremely at- 
tentive, and have produced us an excellent fup* 
per and good wine, which now waits — but (hall 
wait no longer. Adieu. To-morrow we intend 
to climb mount JEtnsL on this (its eaft) fide, if 
we find it practicable. 



Ever yours; 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY AND MALTA. 73 



LETTER VI. 

Catania, May 24th t^ 

X AM already almoft two days in 
arrears. Yefterday we were fo much fatigued 
with the abominable roads of mount ^tna, that 
I was not able to wield a pen ; and to-day, I af-- 
fure you, has by no means been a day of reft ; 
however, I muft not delay any longer, otherwife 
I (hall never be able to make up my lee-way, I 
am afraid you will fufFer more from the fatigues 
of the journey than I at firft apprehended. 

We left Giardini at five o'clock. About half 
a mile farther the firft region of mount iEtna 
begins, and here they have fet up the ftatuc of a 
faint, for having prevented the lava from running 
up the mountain of Taurominum, and deftroy- 
ing the adjacent country ; which the people 
think it certainly muft have done, had it not 
been for this kind, interpofition, but he very 
^wifely, as well as humanely, conduced it down 
a low valley to the fca. 

We left the Catania road on the left, and be- 
gan to afcend the mountain, in order to vifit the 
cdebrated tree, known by the nfLtne of II Cajiagna 
de Onto Cavalli (The chefnut tree of a hundred 
' VOL-L E 
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horfe) ; which for feme centuries paft has been 
looked tipon as one of the greateft wonders of 
^tna.. We had likewife propofed, if poiTible, 
to gain the fummit of the mountain by this fide, 
and to defccnd by the fide of Catania ; but we 
were foon convinced of the impofllbility of this, 
and obliged, with a good deal of reluctance, to 
relinqftifli that part of our fchertie. 

As we advanced in the firft region of Mtnz, 
we obfervcd that there had been eruptions of fire 
all over this country at a great diftance from the 
fummit, or principal crater of the niountain. 
On our road to the village of Piedmonte, I took 
notice of feveral very confiderabje craters ; and 
ftones of a large fize, fcattered all around, that 
had been difcharged from them, Thefe ftones 
are precifely fuch as are thrown out of the crater 
of mount Vefuvius; and indeed the lava too 
feems to be of the fame nature, though rather 
more porous. 

The diftance firom Giardini to Piedmonte is 
only ten miles, but as the road is exceedingly 
rough and difficult, we took near four hours to 
travel it. ' The barometer, which at Giardini 
(on the fea-fide) flood at ^9 inches ten lines, had 
now fallen to 2 7 : 3. Farenheit's tbermonocter 
made by Mr. Adams in London, 73 degrees. 
We found the people extremely curious and in- 
quifitive to know our err^mj, which when we 
told, many of them oflFered to accompany us. 
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Of thefe we chofe two ; .and after drinking our 
tea, which was niattcr of great fpeculation to the 
inhabitants, who had never before feen a break- 
faft of this kind, we began to climb the moun- 
tain. 

We were dircSed for five or fix miles of our 
road by an aqueduft, which the prince of Pala- 
gonia has made at a great cxpence, to fupply 
Piedmonte with water. After we left the aque- 
duS, the afcent become a good deal more rapid, 
till we arrived at the beginning of the fecond 
region, called by the natives la Regione Sylvofa, 
or the woody region ; becaufe it is compofcd of 
one vaft foreft, that extends all around the moun- 
tain. Tart Off this was deftroyed by a very An- 
gular event, not later than the year 1755. — — 
During an eruption of the volcano, an immenfe 
torrent of boiling water iffued, as is imagined, 
from the great crater of the mountan, and in an 
inftant poured down to its bafe ; overwhelming 
and ruining every thing it met with in its 
courfe. Our condu61ors fhewed us the traces 
of this torrent, which are ftill very vifible ; but 
arc now beginning to recover verdure and vege- 
tation, which for fome time appeared to have 
been loft. The track it has left, feems to be 
about a mile and a half broad ; and in fome 
places ftill more. 

The common opinion, I find, is, that this 
water was raifed by thepower of fusion, through 
\ ' Ea 
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fome communication betwixt the volcano and the 
fea ; the abfurdity of which is too glaring to 
need a refutation. The power of fuSion alortc, 
even fuppofing a perfeft vacuum^ could never 
raife water to more than thirty-three; or thirty- 
four feet, which is equal to the weight of a co- 
lumn of air the whole height of the atmofphere* 
But this circumftance, I fhouM imagine, might 
be eafily enough accounted for; either by a 
fiream of lava falling fuddenly into one of the 
vallies of fnow, that occupy the higher regions 
of the mountain, and melting it down : or, what 
I think is ftill more probable, that the melted 
fnow, finding vaft caverns and refervoirs in the 
mountain, where it is lodged for fome time, till 
the exceffive heat of the lava below burfts the 
(ides of thefe caverns, produces this phaenorae- 
non, which has been matter of great fpeculation 
to the Sicilian philofophers, and has employed 
the pens of feveral of them. The fame thing 
happened in an eruption of Vefuvius laft century, 
and in an inflant fwcpt away about 500 people, 
who were marching in proceflion at the foot of 
the mou;itain, to implore the mediation of St. 
Januarius. 

. Near to this place we pafTed through fome 
beautiful woods of cork and ever-green oak, 
growing abfolutely out of the lava, the foil hav- 
ing as yet hardly filled the crevices of that porous 
fubftance ; and not a great way farther, I ob- 
fcrved feveral little mountains that feemed to 
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have been formed by a late eruption. I dif- 
mounted from my mule, and climbed to the top 
of them all. They are feven in number; every 
one of them with a regular cup or crater on the 
top, and in fome the great gulph or (as they call 
it) Foraginey that had difcharged the burnt mat- 
ter of which thcfe little mountains are formed, is 
ftill open. I tumbled ftones down into thefe 
gulphs, and heard the noife for a long time after. 
All the fields round to a confiderable diftance,. 
are covered with large burnt ftones difcharged 
from thefe little volcanos. 

Front this place, it is. not lefs than five or fix 
miles to th« great chefnut-trees, through forefts 
growing out of the lava, in feveral places almo(t 
impaffable. Of thefe trees there are many of 
an enormous fize ; but the Caftagno de Cento 
Cavalli is by much the moft celebrated. I have 
even found it marked in an old map of Sicily, 
publiftied near a hundred years ago ; and in all 
the maps of ^tna, and its environs, it makes a 
very confpicuous figure. I own I was by no 
means ftruck with its appearance, as it does not 
feem to be one tree, but a bufh of five large trees 
growing together. .We complained to our guides 
of the irapofition ; when^they unanimoufly aflured 
us, that by the univerfal tradition and even tefti- 
mony of the country, all thefe were once united 
in one ftem ; that their grandfathers remembered 
this, when it was looked upon as the glory of the 
foreft, and vifited from all quarters ; that for 
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many years pad it had been reduced to the vene- 
rable ruin we beheld. We began to examine it 
with more attention, and found that there was 
indeed an appearance as if thefe five trees had 
really been once united in one. The opening in 
the middle is at prefent prodigious ; and it does 
indeed rejquire faith to believe, that fo vaft a 
fpace was once occupied by folid timber. But 
there is no appearance ^of bark on the infide of 
any of the ftumps, nor on the fides that are op- 
pofite to one another. Mr. Glover and I mea- 
fured it feparately, and brought it cxaQly to the 
fame fize ; viz. 204 feet round. If this was 
once united in one folid ftem, it muft with juftice 
indeed have been looked upon as a very wonder- 
ful phasnomenon in the vegetable world, and 
was defervcdly ftiled the glory of the foreft. 

I have fince been told by the Canonico Recu* 
pero, an ingenious ecclefiaftic of this place, that 
he was at the expence of carrying up peafants 
with tools to dig round the Caftagno de Cento 
Cavalli, and he affures me, upon his honour,i 
that he found all thefe ftems united below ground 
in one root. I alleged that fo extraordinary an 
objeS muft have been mentioned by many of 
their writers. He told me that it had, and pro-. 
duced feveral examples ; Philateo, Carrera, and 
fome others. Carfera begs to be excufed from 
telling its dimcnfions, but fays, he is fure there 
was wood enough in that one tree to build a large 
palace. Their poet Bagolini too has celebfated 
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a tree of the fame kind, perhaps the fame tree*; 
and Maffa, one of their raoft efteemed authors, 
fays he has feen folid oaks upwards of 40 feet 
round ; but adds, that the fize of the chefnut- 
trees was beyond belief, the hollow of one of 
which, he fays, contained 3oofheep; and 30 pc6- 
ple on horfeback had often been in it at a time. I 
fhall not pretend to fay, that this is the fame 
tree he means ; or whether it ever was one tree 
or not. There are many others that are well 
deferving the curioCty of travellers. One of 
thefe, about a mile and a half higher on the 
mountain, is called llCaftagno dtl Galea ; it rifes 
from one folid ftem to a confide rable height, after 
which it branches out, and is a much finer objeQ: 
than the other. I mcafured it about two feet 
from the ground and found it 76 feet round. 
There is a third called // Caftagm dtl Nave, that 
is pretty nearly of the fame fize. All thefc grow 
on a thick rich foil, formed originally, I believe, 
of afties thrown out by the mountain. . 

The climate here is^ much more temperate 
than in the firft region of iEtna, where the ex- 
ceffive heats muft ever prevent a very luxuriant 
vegetation. I found the barometer had nowf 

* Supremos irrter montes monftrofior omni 
Monftrofi fsetum ftipitis iEtna dedit, 
Caftaneam genuir, cujus modo concava cortex 
Turmam equiium baud parvam continct^ atque 
greges, &c. 
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fallen to 26 : 5f ; which announces an elevation 
of very near four thoufand feet : equivalent in 
the opiniqn of fome of the French academi- 
cians, to 1 8 or 20 degrees of latitude in the 
formation of a climate. 

The vaft quantity of nitre contained in the 
alhes of -flEtna, probably contributes greatly to 
increafe the luxuriance of this vegetation ; and 
the air too, ftrongly impregnated with it from 
the fmoke of the volcano, muft create a conftant 
fupply of this fait, termed by fome, not without 
reafon, the food of vegetables. 

There is the ruins of a houfe in the infide of 
the great chefnut-tree which had been built for 
holding the fruit it bears, which is ftill confider- 
able : here we dined with excellent appetite, and 
being convinced, thajt it was in vain to attempt 
getting to the top of the mountain on that fide, 
we began to defcend ; and after a very fatiguing 
journey over old lavas, now become fertile fields 
and rich vineyards, we arrived about funfet at 
Jaci Reale^ where, with no fmall difficulty, we 
at laft got lodging in a cpnvent of Domini- 
cans. 

The laft lava we crofTed before our arrival 
there, is of a vaft extent, I thought we. never 
Ihould have had done with it ; it certainly is 
not lefs than fix or feven miles broad, and 
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appears in many places to be of an enormous 
depth. 

When we came near the fea, I was defirous 
to fee what form it had affumcd in meeting with 
the water, "i went to examine it, and found it 
had driven back the waves for upwards of a 
mile, and had formed a large black high pro- 
montory, where before it was deep water. This 
-lava, imagined, from its barrennefs, for it is as 
yet covered with a very fcanty fbil, had run from 
the mountain only a few ages ago ; but was fur- 
prifed to be informed by Signor Recupero, the- 
hiftoriographer of ^tna, that this very lava is 
mentioned by Diodorus Sieulus to have burflr 
from ^tna in the time of the fecond Punic war,, 
when Syracufe was befieged by the Romans. A 
detachment was fcnt from Taurominum to the 
relief of the befieged. They were (lopped on 
their march by this ftream of lava, which having 
reached the fea before their arrival at the foot 
of the mountain, had cut off their paflage ; and 
obliged them to return by the back of ^tna, up- 
wards of loo miles about. His authority for- 
this, he tells me, was taken from infcriptions on 
. Roman monuments found on this lava, and that 
it was likewife well afcertained by many of the 
old Sicilian authors. Now as this is dbout 2000 
years ago, one would have iniagined, if lavas 
have a regular progrefe in becoming fertile fields, 
that this, muft long ago have become at leaft 
araUe ^ this however is tiot the cafe, and it Is.as 

E5 
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yet only covered with a very fcanty vegetation, 
*and incapable of producing either corn or vines. 
There are indeed pretty large trees growing in 
the crevices, which are full of a rich earth ; but 
in all probability it will be fome hundred years 
yet, before there is enough of it to render this 
land of any ufe to the proprietors. 

. It is curious to confider, that the furface of 
this black and barren matter, in procefs of time, 
becomes one of the moft fertile foils upon earth : 
But what mud be the time to bring it to its ut- 
jnoft perfeAion, when after 2000 years it is ftill 
in moft places but a barren rock ? — lis progrefs 
is poflibly as follows. The lava being a very po- 
rous fubftance, eafily catches the duft that is car- ' 
ried about by the wind ; which at firft> I obferve 
only yields a kindxf mofs ; this rotting, and by 
degrees increafing the foil, fome fmall meagre ve- 
getables are next produced ; which rotting in their 
turn, are likewife converted into foil. But this 
progrefs, I fiippofe, is often greatly accelerated 
by fhowers of a(hes from the mountain, as I have 
obferved in fome places the richeft foil, to the 
depth of 5 or 6 feet and upwards ; and ftill below^ 
that nothing but rocks of lava. It is in thefe fpots 
, that the trees arrive at fuch an immenfe fize. 
Their roots flioot into the crevices of the lava, 
and lay fuch hold of it, that there is no inftance 
of the winds tearing them up ; though there are 
many, of its breaking oflF their largeft branches. 
A branch of one of the great chefnut -trees, where 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY AK0^ KfALTA. 83 

we paflfed yeflerday, has fallen acrofs a deep 
gully, and formed a very conimodious bridge over 
the rivulet below. The people fay it was done 
by St. Agatha, the guardian faint of the moun- 
tain, who has the fuperintendance of all its ope* 
rations. 

In the lowcft part of the firft region of ^tna, 
the harveft is almod over ; but in the upper parts 
of the fame region, near the confines of the 
Regione Sylvofa, it will not begin for feveral 
weeks^ 

The reapers, as we went along, abufed us 
from all quarters, and more excellent blackguards 
I have never met with ; but indeed, our guides 
wore a full match for them. They began as 
foonas we were within hearing, and did not finiih 
till we were got quite without reach of their 
voices ; which they extended as much as they 
could. As it was all in Sicilian, we could make 
▼ery little of it, but by the interpretation of our 
guides; however we could not help admiring the 
volubility and natural elocution with which they 
fpoke. This cuftom is as old as the time of the 
Romans, and probably much older, as it is men- 
tioned by Horace, and others, of their authors. 
It is ftill in vogue here as much as ever ; the 
mailers encourage it ; they think it gives them 
fpiritsJIind makes the work go on more chear- 
fiillyfand I believe they are right, for it is 
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amazing what pleafurc they fecmed to take in it, 
and what lapghing and merriment it occafioned. 

I forgot to mention that we pafTed the fource 
of the famous cold river {ilfiume Frtddo), This 
is the river fo celebrated by the poeis in the fable 
of Acis and Galatea. It was here that Acis was 
fuppofed to have been killed by Poliphemus, and 
the gods out of compaflion converted him into 
this river; which, as ftill retaining the terror 
infpired by the dreadful voice of the Cydops, 
runs with great rapidity, and about a mile from 
its fource throws iifelf into the fea* It rifes at 
once out of the earth a large ft ream. Its water 
is remarkably pure, and fo extremely cold, that 
it is. reckoned dangerous to drink it ; but I am 
told it has llkewife a poifonous quality, which 
proceeds from its being impregnated with vitriol ; 
to filch a degree, that cattle have often been 
killed by it. It never freezes ; but, what is re- 
markable, it is faid often to contract a degree of 
cold greater than that of ice. 

Thefe particulars I was informecl of by the 
priefts at Aci; which place, antiently called Aci 
Aquileia, and feveral others near it, Aci Caftcllo, 
Aci Terra, &c. take their names fr6m the unfor- 
tunate Ihephe^4>Acis. 

A Uttle to the eaft of the river Acil» is tlfe^ 
mouth of the river Alcantara, one of the rakoft 
confiderabie in the ifland. It takes it^ife on the 
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north fide of mount JEtnz, and marks out the 
boundary of the mountain for about 60 miles. 
Its courfe has been flopped in many places, by 
the eruptions of the volcano ; fo that ftriQly 
fpeaking, the iktrts of JEtnz extend much be- 
yond it ; though it has generally been confidered 
as the boundary. We paflfed tt on our way to 
Picdmonte, over a large bridge built entirely of 
lava ; and near to this the bed of the fiver is con« 
tinued for a great way, through one of the moft 
remarkable, and probably one of the moft an- 
cient lavas that ever run from ^tna. In many 
places the current of the river, which is ex- 
tremely rapid, has worn down the folid lava to 
the depth of 50 or 60 feet. Recupero, the gen- 
tleman I have mentioned, who is engaged in 
writing the natural hiftoryof ^tna, teHs me, he 
bad examined this lava with great attention, and 
he thinks that its courfe, including all its wind- 
ings, is not lefs than 40 miles. It iflued from a 
mountain on the north fide of ^tna, and find- 
ing fome valleys that lay to the eaft, it took its 
courfe that way ; interrupting the Alcantara in 
many places, and at laft arrived at the fea not 
far from the mouth of that river.. 

The city of Jacl or Aci, and indeed all the 
towns on this coaft, are founded on immenfe 
rocks of lava, heaped one above another^ in 
feme places to an amazing height ; for it ap- 
pears that thefe flaming torrents, as foon as they 
arrived ^ the fea> were hardened into rock^ 
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which not yielding any longer to the preffure of 
the liquid fire behind, the melted matter con- 
tinuing to accumulate, formed a' dam of fire, 
which, in a Ihort time, run over the foHd front, 
pouring a fecond torrent into the ocean : this 
was immediately confolidated, and fucceeded by 
a thirds and fo on. 

Many of the places on this coaft (Hll retain 
their ancient names ; but the properties afcribed 
to them by the ancients arc now no more. The 
river Acis, which' is npw fo poifonous, was of 
old celebrated for the fweetnefs and falubrity of 
its waters* ; which Theocritus fays, were ever 
held (acred by the Sicilian (hepherds. 

We were furprifed'to find that fo many places 
retained the name of this fwain, wio I imagined 
had never exifted, but in the imagination of the 
poets : But the Sicilian authors fay, that Acis 
was the. name of a king who reigned in this part 
©f the ifland, in the time of the moft renjote 
antiquity ; in confirmation of which, Mafia gives 
the tranflation of an infcription found near Aci 
Caftello f. He is faid to have been flain in a fit 

♦ Quique per ^tnaeos Acis petit sequora fines, 
fit dulce gratumNereide periuit unda* S i l . It a l • 

. t D I iE 

OGNI^, SATURNINE, MTliMJE 

DEORUM, 
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of jealoufy by Poliphemus, one of the giants of 
^tna ; which gave rife to the fable. Anguil- 
lara, a Sicilian poet, in relating this ftory gives 
a tremendous idea of the voice of Poliphemus ; 
the pafTage has been greatly admired. 

** Tremo per troppo horrore JEtna. ; e Tifeo 

'* Fece maggior la fiamma ufclr del monte ; 

** E Pacchino, e Peloro, e Lilibeo 

** Quail attufFar nel mar Taltcra fronte ; 

•• Cadde 11 martel di man nel montt ^Etnsco, 

" All Redi Lenno, a Scerope, e a Bronte ; 

** Fugirfiere & augei di lor ricetto 

•* E ii ftrinfe ogni madre il figlio al Petto.*' 

You will obferve however, that the Sicilian 
poet cannot in juftice claim the entire merit of 
thefe lines, as they are evidently borrowed from 
VirgiPs defcription of the found of the fury 
AleQo's horn, in the 7 th iEheid. The laft line, 
perhaps the mod beautiful of the whole, is almoft 
word for word, 

** £t trepidae matres preflere ad pe£tora natos.*' 

MARTI, FILIiE, UXOR I, . 

IN P O R T U 

SEPULCHRUM, TEMPLUM,ETARCEM 

A C I S, 

FAUNI FILIUS, PICI NEPOS, 

SATURNI PRONEPOS, 

L.ATINI PRATER. 
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It has been obfervcd too, by foitje critics, that 
even this defcription of Virgil is not his own, 
but copied from the account that Apollonius 
Rhodius gives of the roaring of the dragon that 
guarded the golden fleece ; fo that you fee there 
is nothmg new under the fun. Rhodius proba- 
bly ftolc it from fomebody elfe, and fo on. 
Poets have ever been the greateft of aH thieves, 
and happy it is, that poetical theft is no felony ; 
otherwife, I am afraid, Pamafllis wou)d .have 
been but thinly peopled 

Farewell; to-morrow I fliall endeavour to 
bring you up with us, for at prefent you will 
pleafe to obferve, that you have got no farther 
than the city of Jaci ; and have ftill nianyex- 
tinguiihed volcanos to pafs before your ariival 
kere» 

Ever yours, Stc. 
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L E T T E R VII. 

^ ^ CattaU, May 45th* 

JL H E road from Jaci to this city 
is entirely over lava, and confequently very fa- 
tiguing and troublefome. Within a few miles 
of that place, we counted eight mountains formed 
by eruption, with every one its crater, from 
whence the burnt matter was difcharged. Some 
of thefe are very high, and of a ^enat compafs. 
It appears evidently, that the erufA^ns of mount 
^tna have formed the whole of this coaft, and 
in many places have driven back the fea for feve- 
ral miles from its ancient boundary. The ac- 
count the Sicilian authors give of the confli3 be- 
twixt thefe two adverfe elements is truly tremen- 
dous ; and in relating it, they feem to have been 
ibaken with horror. Conceive the front of. a 
torrent of 6re, ten miles in breadth, and heaped 
up t<f an enormous height, rolling down the 
mountain ; and pouring its flames into the ocean! 
The noife, they affure us, is infinitely more 
dreadful than the loudeft thunder ; and is heard 
through the whole country to aR immcnfc di- 
fiance. The water feemed to retire and dimi- 
niibbefoVe the fire, and to confefs its fuperiority ; 
yielding up its poflcffions, and contrading its 
banks J to make room for its imperious ma{ler» 
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who commands it : *' Thus far (halt thou come, 
•* and no farther.** — ^The clouds of fait vapour 
darken the face of the fun, covering up this fcenc, 
under a veil of horror and of night ; and laying 
wafte every field and vineyard in thefe regions 
of the ifland. The whole fifli on the coaft are 
deftroyed, the colour of the fea itfelf is changed, 
and the tranfparency of its waters loft for many 
months. 

There are three rocks of lava at fome little 
diftance from (bore, which Pliny takes frequent 
notice of, and calls them the Thre^ Cyclops. 
It is pretty fn^ular, that they are ftill diftin- 
guiflied by the fame name. 

The fate of Catania has been very remarkable, 
and will ever appear fabulous. It is fituated im- 
mediately at the foot of this great volcano, and 
has teen fcveral times deftroyed by it : That 
indeed is not extraordinary ; it would have beett 
much more fo had it efcaped : but .wh^it I am 
going to relate, is a fingularity that|Mbably 
never happened to any city but itfelL** It%w ai- 
rways in great want of a port, till by an eruption 
in the i6th century ; and no doubt, by the in- 
terpofition of St. Agatha, what was denied them 
. by nature, they received from the generofity of 
the mountain. A ftream of lava, running into 
the fea, formed a mole wliich no expence could 
have furniflied them. This'lafted for fome time 
a fafe and commodious harbour, till at laft, by a 
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fubfequcnt eruption, it was entirely filled up and 
demolifhed ; fo that probably the poor faint 
had funk much in her credit. For at this unfor- 
tunate period, her miraculous veil, looked upon 
as the greateft treafure of Catania, and efteemed 
an infallible remedy againft eartTiquakes and vol- 
canos,'feems to have loft its virtue. The tor- 
rent burft over the walls, fweeping away the 
images of every faint that were placed there to 
oppofe it ; and laying wafte great part of this 
beautiful city, poured into the fea. However, 
the people fay, that .at that time they had given 
thtir faint very juft provocation, but that Ihe has 
long ago been reconciled to them ; and has pro- 
mlifed never to fuflFer the mountain to get the 
better of them for the future. Many of them 
are fo thoroughly convinced of this (for they are 
extremely fuperftitious) that I really believe if 
the lava were at their walls, they would not be 
at the pains to remove their eflFeSs. Neither is 
it the veil of St. Agatha alone, that they think 
poflefFed of this wonderful dominion over the 
mouniain ; but every thing that has touched that 
piece of facred attire, they fuppofe is impregna- 
ted ifi a lefler degree with the fame miraculous 
properties. Thus there are a number of little 
bits of cotton and linen fixed to the veil ; which, 
after being bleffed by the bilhop, are foppofed » 
acquire power enough to fave any perfon's houre 
or garden ; and wherever this expedient has 
failed, it is always afcribed to the want of faith 
of the perfon, not any want of eilficacy in the 
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veil. However, they tell you many (lories of 
thefe bits of cotton being fixed to the walls of 
houfes and vineyards, and preferving them en- 
tirely from the conflagration. 

On our arrival at Catania, we were amazed 
to find, that in fo noble and beautiful a city, 
' there was no fuch thing as an inn. Our guides, 
indeed, condufled us to a houfe they call fuch ; 
but it was fo wretchedly mean and dirty, that we 
were obliged to look out for other lodgings ; and 
by the afliftance of the Caoonico Recupero, for 
whom we had letters, we foon found ourfelves 
comfortably lodged in a convent. The prince 
of Bifcaris (the governor of the place) a perfon 
of very great merit and diftindion, returned our 
vifit this forenoon^ and niftde us the rooft oblig* 
ing offers. 

Signor Recupero, who obligingly engages to 
be our Cicerone, has ihewn us fome curious re- 
mains of antiquity ; but theyhave been all fo fliak- 
cn and fhattered by the mountain, that hardly 
any thing is to be found entire. 

Near to a vault, which is now thirty feet be- 
iowiground, and has probably been a burial place, 
there is a draw-well, where there are fevefal 
ftrata of lavas, with earth to stconfiderable thick-^. 
nefs over the furface of each ftratum. Recupero 
has made ufe of this as an argument to prove the ^, 
great antiquity of the eruptions of his mountain, w 
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For if it requires two thoufand years or upwards, 
to form but a fcanty foil on the furface of a lava, 
there muft have been more than that fpace of time 
betwixt each of the eruptions which have formed 
thefe ftr«ta« But what fliall we fay of a pit they 
funk near to Jaci of a great depth. They pier- 
ced through feven diftinS lavas one under the 
other, the furfaces of which were parallel, and 
mod of them covered with a thick bed of rich 
earth. Now, fays he, the eruption which formed 
the loweft of thefe lavas, if we may be allowed to 
reafon from analogy, rauft have flowed from the 
mountain at lead 14000 years ago. 

Recupero tells me he is exceedingly embarraf- 
fcd, by thefe difcoveries, in writing the hiftory of 
the mountain. That Mofes hangs like a dead 
weight upon him, and blunts all his zeal for in- 
quiry ; for that really he has not the confcience 
to make his mountain fo young, as that prophet 
makes the world. — What do you think of thefe 
fentiments from a Roman Catholic divine ? — — 
The bifliop, who is ftrenuoufly orthodox, for it 
IS an excellent fee, has already warned him to 
be upon his guard : and not to pretend to be a 
better natural hiftorian than Mofes ; nor to prc- 
fume to urge any thing that may in the fmalleft 
degree be deemed contradi&ory to his facred au« 
thority. Adieu. 

Ever yours. 
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LETTER Vin. 

Catania, May a6tli. 

JL HIS morning we went to fee the 
houfe and mufeum of the prince of Bifcaris ; 
which, in antiques, is inferior to none I have ever 
feen, except that of the king of Naples at Portici. 
What adds greatly to the value of thefe is, that 
the prince himfelf has had the fatisfaaion of fee- 
ing mod of them brought to light. He has dug 
them out of the ruins of the ancient theatre of 
Catania, at an incredible cxpence ; but happily 
his pains have been amply repaid, by the num- 
ber and variety of curious objects he has difco- 
vered. It would be endlefs to enter into an enu- 
meration of them ; even during our fliort flay, 
we had the fatisfaftion of feeing part of a rich 
Corinthian cornice, and feveral pieces of (latutes, 
produced again to the light, after lying for fo 
many ages in darknefs and oblivion. His collec- 
tion of medals, cameios, and intaglios is likewifc 
very princely, and fo are the articles in natural 
hiftory : but the polite and amiable behaviour of 
the owner, gives more pleafure than all his curi- 
"ofities. He did not, oftentatioufly, like the prince 
of Villa Franca, tell us, that his houfe and car- 
riages were at our commancj ; but without any 
hint being given of it, we found his coach wait- 
ing at our door ; and we (hall probably be obliged 
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to make ufe of it during our ftay. His family 
confifls of the princefs his wife, a fon, and a 
daughter, who feem to emulate each other in be- 
nignity. They put me in mind of fome happy 
families I have feen in our own country, but rc- 
femble nothing we have yet met with on*the con- 
tinent. He is juft now building a curious villa 
on a promontory formed by the lava of 1669. 
The fpot where the houfe ftands was formerly at 
leaft 50 feet deep of water; and the height of 
the lava above the prefent level of the fea, is not 
Jefs than 50 more. 

This afternoon I walked out alone to e^ramin? 
the capricious forms and fingular appearances 
that this deftruQive branch has affumcd in lay- 
ing wade the country. I had not gone far when 
I fpied a magnificent building at fome diftance, 
which feemed to (land on the higheft part of it. 
My curiofity led me on, as I had heard no ihen- 
tion of any palace on this fide of the city. On 
entering the great gate, my furprife was a good 
deal increafed on obfcrving a fa9ade almoft equal 
to that of Verfallies ; a noble ftaircafe of white 
marble, and every thing that announced a royal 
magnificence. I had never heard that the kings 
of Sicily had a palace at Catania, and yet I could 
not account for what I fawin any-other way. I 
thought the vaft front before me had been the 
whole of the palace ; but conceive my amaze- 
ment, when on turning the corner, I found ano- 
ther front of equal greatnefs ; and difcovered 
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that what I had feen was only one fide of a 
iquare. 

I was no longer in doubt> well knowing that 
the church alone could be miftrefs of fuch mag- 
nificence» I haftened home to communicate this 
difcovcry to my friends ; when I found the Ca- 
nonico Recupero already with them. He abufed 
me exceedingly for prefiimin^ to go out without 
our Cicerone, and declared he had never been fo 
much difappointed in his life; as he had come on 
purpofe to carry us there, and to enjoy our fur- 
prife and aftonifhment. He then told us, that it 
was no other than a convent of fat Benedidine 
monks ; who were determined to malf e fure of a 
paradife, at lead in this world, if not in the 
other. He added, that they were worth about 
15,0001. a year ; an immenfe fum indeed for 
this country. 

We went with Recupero to pay our refpeSs to 
thefe fons of humility, temperance, and mortifi- 
cation ; and we muft own, they received and en- 
tertained us with great civility and politenefs, 
and even without oftentation. Their mufeum is 
little inferior to that of the prince of Bifcaris, 
and the apartments that contain it are much more 
magnificent. But their garden is the greateft 
curiofity : Although it be termed on the rugged 
and barren furface of the lava, it has a variety 
and a neatnefs feldom to be met with. The 
walks are broad, and paved with flints ; and the 
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trees and hedges (which by the bye are in a bad 
tafte, and cut into a number of ridiculous fhapcs) 
thrive exceedingly. ' The whole foil muft have 
been brought from a great diftance, as the fur- 
face of this lava (only 1 50 years old) is as hard 
and bare as ir piece of iron. The church belong- 
ing to this convent, if fini(hed> would be one of 
the fineft in Europe ; but as it is founded on the 
liif face oF the porous and brittle lava, part of the 
foundation has given way to the preflure of fo 
huge a fabric ; and feveral of the large arches 
diat were intended to form the different chapels, 
have already fallen down. Only the weft limb 
of the crofs (not a fifth of the whole) is finiflied ; 
and even this alone makes a very fine church. 
Here they have the fineft organ I ever heard, 
even fuperior, I think, to that at Harlem. 

We went next to examine where the lava had 
Icaled the walls of Catania. It muft have been a 
noble fight. The walls are 64 palms high, (near 
.60 feet) and of a great ftrength ; otherwife they 
muft have been borne down by the force of the 
flaming naattcr which rode over this height, and 
feems to have mounted confiderably above the 
-top of the wall before it made its entry ^ at lafl: 
it came down, fweeping before it every faint in 
the calendar, who weredrawn^up in order of bat- 
tle on pur|)ofe to oppofe itspafliage; and march- 
ing onln triumph, annihilated,in a manner,every 
objea that dared to oppofe it. Amongft other 
things, it covered up fome fine fountains ; one of 

Vol. I. F 
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whicb was fo much efteemedy that they have at n 
great ezpence pierced through the lava^ and have 
DOW recovered their favourite fpring. This ex • 
cavation is a very curious work^ and worthy of 
the attention of travellers. 

Catania is looked upon as one of the moft sn« 
cient cities in the ifland, or indeed in the worW. 
Their legends bear, that it was founded by the 
Cyclops, or giants of ^tna, fuppofcd to have 
been the firfl inhabitants of Sicily after the de- 
luge ; land fome of the Sicilian writers pretend 
that it was built by Deucalion and Pyrrha, as 
foon as the waters fubfided, and they had got 
down again to the foot of the mountain. Its an- 
ticnt name was Catetna, or the city of JEtna, 

It is now reckoned the third city in the king- 
dom ; though fince Meiliha was deftroyed by the 
plague, it mscy well be confidered as the fecond. 
It contains upwards of 30,000 inhabitants ; has 
an univerfity, the only one in the ifland ; and a 
bifliopric. The bifliop's revenues are confide- 
rable, and arife principally from the fale of the 
fnow on mount -ffitna. One fmall portlbn of 
which, lying on the north of the mountain, is 
laid to bring him in upwards of loool. a year'; 
for Atna fumifties fnow and ice, not only to the 
•whole ifland of Sicily, but likewife to Malta and 
a great part of Italy, and makes a very confldera- 
ble branch of commerce ; for even the peafants 
in thefe hot countries, regale themfelves with 
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ices during the fiunmer heats ; and there is no 
entertainment given by the nobility, of which 
thefe do not always make a principal part : a fa- 
mine of fnow they thcmfelvcs fay, would be 
more griev/nis, than a famine of either corn or 
wine. It is a common obfervation amongft them, 
that without the fnows of mount Mtfi2, their 
iiland could not be inhabited ; fo eflential has this 
article of luxury become . to them. But /Etna 
not only keeps them cool in fummer, but like* 
wife keeps them warm in winter ; the fuel for the 
greateft part of the ifland being carried from the 
immenfe and inexhauftible forefls of this volcano^ 
and conftitutes too, a very large branch of com- 
merce. But this amazing mountain perpetually 
carries me away from my fubjeS : I was fpeak- 
ing of this city. What of it was fpared by the 
eruption 1669^ was totally ruined by the fatal 
earthquake 1693 ; when the greateft part of its 
inhabitants were buried under the walls of their 
houfes and churches. Yet, after fuch repeated, 
and fuch difmal diftafters, fo ftrange is their infa* 
tuation, that they never could be prevailed upon 
to change their fituation. The whole city was 
foon rebuilt, after a new and an elegant plan, 
and is now much handfomer than ever. There 
is fcarce any doubt, that in fome future commo- 
tion of the mountain, it v^ill be again laid in 
afhes.- But at prefent they are in perfeQ fecuri- 
ty I The Virgin and St. Agatha have both en- 
gaged to proteft ihem ; and undet their banner . 
Fa 
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they hold Mtm, with all the devils it cotitatns, 
at defiance. 



There are many remains of antiquity in this 
city, but indeed moft of dicm are in a very rui- 
nous ftate. One of the moft remarkable is an 
elejAant of lava, with an obelifkof Egyptian gra- 
nite on his back. There are iikewife confidera- 
ble remains of a great theatre, befides the one 
belonging to the prince of Bifcaris ; a large bath- 
almoft entife ; the ruins of the great aqueduS, 
18 miles Ifltig ; the ruins of feveral temples, one 
of Ceres, another of Vulcan : The church cal- 
led Bocca (U Fuoco was Iikewife a temple. But 
the moft entire of all, is a fmall rotundo, which, 
as well as the pantheon at Rome, and fome others 
to be met with in Italy, in my opinion, demc»i- 
ftrates that form to be the moft durable of any. 

It has now been purged and purified from all 
the infeftion contraaed from the heathen rites, 
and is become a chriftian church, dedicated to the 
blefled Virgin ; who has long been conftituted 
univerfal legatee, and executrix to all the antient 
goddeffes, celeftial, terreftrial, and infernal : and 
indeed, little more than the names are changed, 
the things continuing pretty much the f^ame as 
ever. The Catholics themfelves do not at- 
tend to it : but it is not a little curious to confi- 
der, how fmall is the deviation in almoft every 
article of their prefent rites from thofe of the an- 
cients. I have fomewhere fcen an obfcrvation. 
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which feenis to be a juft one : That during the 
long reign of heathenifm, fuperftition had alto- 
gether exhaufled her talent for invention ; fo 
that when a fuperftitious fpirit feized chriftians, 
they were under a neceffity of borrowing from 
their predeceflbrs, and imitating fomc part of their 
idolatry. This appears to be ftriSly the cafe. 

I took notice of it to Signor R , who is not 

the nioft zealous feQary in the world, and who 
frankly owned the truth of the obfervaiion. 

In fome places the very fame images ftiil re- 
main : They have only chriftened them ; and 
what was Venus or Proferpine, is now Mary 
Magdalene, or the Virgin. The fame ceremo- 
nies arc daily performed before thefe images ; ia 
the fame language, and near] y» in the fame man- 
ner. The faints are perpetually coming down ia 
perfon, and working miracles, as the heathen gods 
did of old. The walls of the temples are covered 
with the vows of pilgrims^ as they were formerly. 
The holy water, which was held in fuch detef- 
tation by the firft chriftians, is again revered,, 
and fprinkled about with the fame devotion as in 
the time of paganifni. The fame incenfe is burnt,, 
by priefts arrayed in the fame manner, with the 
fame grimaces and genuflexions, before the 
fame images, and in the fame temples too. In* 
Ihort, fo Nearly do the rites coincide, that were 
the pagan high-prieft to come back, and re-af- 
fume his funSions, he would only baye to learn-' 
a few new names ; to get the Mafe^ the Paters>, 
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and the Avcs by heart ; which would be much 
cafier to him^ as they are in a language h^ un- 
derftandsy but which his modem fucceflbrs ar« 
often ignorant of. Some things, tb be fure, 
would puzzle him; and he would fwear that all 
the myfteries of Eleufis were nothing to the 
amazing myftery of tranfubftantiation ; the only 
one that ever attempted to fet both our under- 
ftanding and, our fenfes at defiance, and baffles 
equally all the faculties both of the foul and body. 
He would, likewife, be a good deal at a lofs to 
account for the ftrange metamorphofis of fome 
of his old friends* That (he would fay) I can 
well remember, was the flatue of Venus Mere- 
triz, and was only worihipped by the loofe and 
▼oluptuous^ She feems to be wonderfully im- 
proved fince you made her a chridian ; for I find 
fhe is now become the great prote^efs of chaf* 
tity and of virtue. Juno too, who was fo im- 
placable and fo revengeful, you have foftened 
down into a very moderate fort of deity ; for I 
obferve you addrefs her with as little fear or ce- 
remony as any of the reft of them ; I wifti you 
would make the Furies chriftians too, foj furely 
they would be much the better for it. But ob- 
ferving the figure of St. Anthony, he would ex^ 
claim with aftonifhment. But what do I behold ! 
Jupiter, the fovereign of gods and men, with 
a ragged cloak over his (houlders I What a hu- 
miliating fpeftacle I Well do I remember, with 
what awe we bent before that onCe refpedable 
image* But what has become of the thunderbolt^ 
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which he held in his hand to chaftife the 
world ; and what is that he has got in its place ? 
His condudor would tell him, that it was only a 
piece of rope, with knots upon it, to chaftife him* 
felf; adding, that he was now doing penance for 
his long ufurpation ; and that the thunder had 
long ago been put into better hands. However, 
he would foon find, that even thefe faints fome- 
times change their names, according to the en* 
thufiaftic caprice of the people ; and from this 
verfatility, he would flill be in hopes, in procefs 
of time, to fee his friend Jupiter re-aiTume his 
bolt and his dignity. 

Do you remember old Hiiet ; the greateft of . 
all originals ? One day,, as he pafled the ftatue ; 
of Jupiter in the capitoF, he puHed off his hat, • 

and made him a bow. A Jacobite gentleman, 

who obferved it, aiked him why he paid fo much - 

refped to that old gentleman. For the fame .' 

reafon, replied Huet, that you pay fo much t» ! 
the Pretender. Befides, added he, I think there ' 
is rather a greater probability that his turn will 
come round again, than that of your hero; I (halt, 
therefore endeavour to keep well with him, and; 
hope he will never foi^et that I • took notice of 
him in the time of his adverfity. 

Indeed, within the courfe of my own obferra* 
rion, I can recoiled fome of the moft capital' 
faints in the calendar^ who have been difgraced by 
the people^ and new names given to their ftatuesv 
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When we were in Portugal laft war, the'peopk 
cf Cartel Branco were fo enraged at St. Antonio, 
for allowing the Spaniards to plunder their town> 
contrary, as they affirmed, to his exprefs agree- 
ment with them, that they broke many of his 
^ ftatues to pieces ; and one; that had been more 
revered than the reft, they took the head oflF, and 
clapped on one of St. Francis in its place; whofe 
name the ftatue ever after retained. Even the 
great St. Januarius himfelf, I am told, was in im- 
minent danger during the laft famine at Naples. 
A Swifs gentleman afiured me, that he had heard 
them load him with abufe and inved:ive; and 
declared point-blank, that if he didniot procure 
them corn by fuch a time, he fliould no longer 
be their faint. However, fuch inftances are but 
rare ; and in general the poor catholics are fully 
I indemnified for thefe fudden fits of paifion and 

: refentment, from the full perfuafion of the im* 

mediate prefence and protefUon of their beloved 
patrons, 

I have obferved, with pleafurc, that glow of 
gratitude and aflfeQion that has animated their 
countenances ; and am perfuaded that the warmth 
of enthufiaftic devotion tliey often feel before 
their favourite faints, particularly their female 
ones, muft have fomething extremely delightful 
in it ;" refembling, perhaps, the pure and delicate 
fenfations of the moft refpe£tful love. I own I 
have fometimes envied them their feelings ; and 
^ in my heart curfed the pride of reafon and 
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philofophy, with all its cool and taftelefs triumphs^, 
that lulls into a kind of ftoical apathy thefe moft 
exquifite fenfations of the foal. Who would not 
chufe fo be deceived, when the deception raifes in 
him thefe deliciqus paffions, that are fo worthy of 
the human heart ; and for which, of all other§^ 
it feems to be the moft fitted? But if once you 
have fteeled it over with the, hard and impene- 
trable temper of philofophy; thefe fine-fpun 
threads of weaknefs and affeftion, that were fo 
pliable, and fo eafily tied, become hard apd in- 
flexible ; and for ever lofe that delicate tone of 
feniibitity that put them into a kind of unifon and 
vibration with every objeft around us : For it is • 
certainly true, what has been faid of one part of 
our fpecies, and may almoft with equal juftice be. 
applied to the whole^ 

•* That to their weaknefs half iheir charms we owe.'* ' 

I remember Dr. Tiflbt told me, he had a pa- 
tient that adually died of love for Chrift; andi 
when in the laft extremity, feemed ftill to enjoy 
the greatcft happinefs;. calling upon him with 
all the fondnefs of the moft emhufiaftic paflion. 
And from what I have often obferved before the. 
ftatues of the Virgin and St. Agatha, I am per- 
fuaded, they have many inamoratos that would* 
willingly lay down their lives for them. 

Now, pray don't you think too, that thi«per- 
fonal kind of worftiip is much better adapted to- 
th^ capacities of the vulgar, than the more pure^ 
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and fublime modes of it ; which would only dif- 
trad and confound their fimple underftandings, 
unaccuftomed to fpeculation ; and that certainly 
require fomething grofs and material, fome ob- 
jed of fenfe to fix their attention ? . This even 
feems to have been the opinion of fome of the 
facred writers, who often reprefent God under 
fome material form. 

Were you to attempt to give a country- 
fellow an idea of the Deity ; were you to tell 
him of a being that is immaterial, and yet whofe 
eflence penetrates all matter ; who has exlfted 
from all eternity, and whofe extenfion is equally 
boundlefs with his duration ; who fills and per- 
vades millions of worlds, and animates every 
objeft they contain ; and who, in the fubliipe 
language of our poet, 

•* Tho* changed thro' all, is yet in all the fame, 
•• Great in the earth, as in th* actherial frame : 
** Warms in rhe fun, refrefhes in the brecxe, 
*^ Glows in the ftars, and biofToms in the trees ; 
y Lives thro' all life, extends thro' all extent; 
•* Spreads undivided, operates unfpent. 
** To him no high, no low, no great, no fmall } 
**,He fills, he bounds, connects and equals all," 

Now, what do you imagine he would think of 
fuch a being ? I am afraid his underftanding 
tvould be fo bewildered, that he could not think 
at all. But, fet up before him the figure of a 
fine woman, with a beautiful child in her arms, 
the moft inierefting objefit in nature} and tell 

Digitized byLaOOQlC 



srciLY AlTD M'ALTA. XOJ 

him (he can procure him every thing he wants ;. 
he knows perfeSly well what he is about ; feels 
himfelf animated by the objeft, and prays to her 
•with all his might. 

Adieu. We are going to be very bufy ; and 
•re preparing every thing for one of the greateft 
objeds of our expedition: the examination of 
mount ^tna. Indeedj, we have received but bad 
encouragement ; and are beginning to doubt of 
the poflibility of fuccefs. Recupero tells us, that 
the fcafon is jiot far enough advanced yet, by 
fome months ; and that he does not think it will 
be poflible to get near the fummit of the moun- 
tain. The laft winter,, he fays, was fo uncom- 
monly fevere, that the circle of fnow extended 
much nearer the foot of the mountain than ufual; 
that although this circle is now greatly con- 
traded, it dill extends nine or ten miles below 
the crater. He advifes us to return this way in 
the month of Auguft ; and, if poifible, make 
^tna the laft part of our expedition. If we do> 
not fucceed to-morrow,^ we (hall probably foUow 
his advice ; but we are all determined to make a 
bold pufli for it. The weather is the moft fa-^ 
v6urable that can be imagined : Here is a de- 
lightful evening ; And by the ftar-light we caa> 
obferve the finoke rolling down the fide of the 
mountain like a vaft torrent. Recupero fayi, 
this is a fure indication of the violence of the 
cold in thefc exalted regions of the atmofphere, 
which condenfes the vapour,, and makes it fall. 
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down the moment it iffues out of the crater. 
He advifes us, by all means, to provide plenty of 
liqueurs, warm fur cloaks, and hatchets to cut 
wood ; as we {hall probably be obliged to pafs 
the night in the open air, in a climate, he aflures 
us, as cold as that of Greenland. It is very lin- 
gular if this be true ; for at prefent we are melt- 
ing with^ heat in thin fuits of taffeta. Adieu. 
You ihall know it all on our return, if we do not 
Oiare the fate of Empedodes. 

Ever yours^ 
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LETTER IX. 



On 



the 27th, by day-break, we 
fet off' to vifit mount ^tna, that venerable and 
refpedable father of mountains. His bafe, and 
his immenfe declivities, are covered over with a 
numerous progeny of his own : For every great 
eruption produces a new mountain ; and perhaps, 
by the number of thefe, better than by any other 
method, the number of eruptions, and the age o( 
JEtn2L itfelf, might be afcertained. 

The whole mountain is divided into three dif- 
tixiSt regions, called La R/giom Cuhcj or Piei* 
montefif The fertile Regibn ; la Regione Sy/vofa, 
or Nemorofa, The woody Region ; and la Regiom 
DefertOi or Scopnta^ The Barren Region. 

Thefe three are as diffcrcnt, both in climate 
and produftions, as the three zones of the earth; 
and perhaps, with equal propriety, might have 
been ftilcd the Torrid, the Temperate, and the 
Frigid zone. The firft region furrounds the foot 
of the mountain, and conftitutes the moft fertile 
country in the world en all fides of it, to the ex- 
tent of about fourteen or fifteen miles, where 
the woody region bc^ns. It is compofed almoft 
entirely of lava, which^ aft^r a numbe^of ages^ 
is at \$Si converted mo xh^ mA fertile of alt 
fiails^ 
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At Nicolofi, which is twelve miles up the 
mountain, we found the barometer at 27: if; 
at Catania it flood at 29 : 8i ; although the for« 
mcr elevation is not Very great, probably not ex- 
ceeding 3000 feet, yet the cl'unate was totally 
changed. At Catania the harveft was entirely 
over, and th^ beats were infupportable ; here 
they were moderate, and in many places the 
corn is as yet green. The road for thefe twelve 
miles is the worft I ever travelled ; entirely over 
old lavas and the mouths of extingutfhed voTca- 
nos, now converted into corn-fields, vineyards 
and orchards. 

The fruit of this region is reckoned the fined 
in Sicily, particularly the figs, of whjch they 
have a great variety. One of thefe of a very 
large fize, efteemed fuperior in flavour to all the 
reft, they pretend is peculiar to ^tna.. 

The lavas, which as I have already faid form 
this region of the mountain, take their rife from 
an infinite number of the mod beautihil little 
mountains on earth, which arc every where fcat- 
tered on the immenfe declivity of ^tna. Thefe 
are all of a regular figure ; either that of a cone, 
or a femifphere ; and all, but a very few, are 
covered with beautiful trees, and the richeft ver- 
dure : Every eruption generally form^ one of 
thefe mountains. As the great crater of ^tna 
itfelf is raifed to foch an enormous height above the 
lower regions of the mouhtain^ it is not pofllble, 
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that the internal fire raging for a vent, even 
round the bafe, and no doubt vaftly below it^ 
(hould be carried to the height of twelve or thir- 
teen thoufahd feet, for probably fo high is the 
fummit of iEtna. It has therefore generally 
happened, that after (haking the mountain and 
its neighbourhood for fome time, it at laft burfts 
open its fide, and this is called an eruption. At 
firft it only fends forth a thick fmoke and fhowers 
of alhes that lay wade the adjacent country : 
Thefe are foon followed by red-hot ftones, and 
rocks of a great fize, thrown to an inunenfe height 
in the tiir. The fall of thefe (tones, together 
with the quantities of aflies difcharged at the 
fame tinie, at laft form the fpherical and conical 
mountains I have mentioned. Sometimes this 
procefs is finifhed in the courfe of a few days, 
fometimes it lafis for months, which was the cafe 
in the great eruption 1669. In that cafe, the 
mountain formed is of a great (ize ; fome of 
them are not lefs than feven or eight miles round, 
and upwards of one thoufand feet in perpendi- 
cular height ; others are not more than two or 
three miles round, and three or four hundred 
feet high. 

After the new mountain is formed, the lava 
generally burfts out from its lower fide ; and 
bearing every thing before it, is for the moft part 
terminated by the fea. This is the common 
progrefs of an eruption ; however, it fometimes 
happens, though rarely, that the lava burfts at 
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once from the fide of the mountain, without all 
thefe attending circuniftances ; and this is com- 
monly the cafe with the eruptions of Vefuvius, 
where the elevation being fo much fmaller, the 
melted matter is generally carried up into the 
crater of themountain, which then exhibits the 
phaenomena I )iave defer ibedj difcharging (howers 
of ftones and aflies from the mouth of the volcano^ 
without forming any new mountain, but only 
adding confiderably, to the height of the old one ; 
till at laft the lava, rifing near the fummit, burfts 
the (ide of the crater, and the eruption is de- 
clared. This has literally been the cafe with 
two eruptions I have been an attentive witnefs of 
in that mountain ; but £tna is upon a much 
larger fcale, and one crater is not enough to give 
vent to fuch oceans of liquid fire. 

Rucupero afTures me, he faw in an eruption of 
that mountain large rocks of fire difcharged to 
the height of fome thoufand feet, with a noife 
much more terrible than that of thunder. He 
meafured from the time of their greateft eleva- 
tion till they reached the ground, and found 
they took twenty-one feconds to dcfcend j which, 
according to the rule of the fpaces, being as the 
fquares of the times, amounts, I think, to up-» 
wards of 7000 fe^t. A moft aftonifhing height 
furely, and requiring a force of" projeftion be^ 
yond what we luve any conception of. I mea- 
fured the height of the explofions of Vefuvius 
by the fame rule, and never obferved any of the^ 
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flones thrown from it to take inore than nine fe- 
conds to defcend, which (hews they had rifen to 
little more than 1 200 feet. 

Ouf^ landlord at Nicoloii gave m an account of 
the fingular fate of the beautiful country near 
Hybla, at no great diftance from hence.- It was 
fo celclwated for its fef tility, and particularly for 
- its honey, that it was called Mel Pafli» till it was 
overwhelmed by the lava of -^tna ; and having 
then become totally barren, by a kind of pun its 
name . was changed to Mai Paffi. In $ fecond 
eruption, by a fliower of aflies from thcmoun^ 
tain, it foon re-aflumed its antient beauty afid, fer- 
tility ; and for many years was called Bell Pafli. 
Lad of all, in the unfortunate sera of 1 66g9 it was 
again laid under an ocean of fire, and reduced to 
the moft wretched fterility, fince which time it is 
known again by its fecond appellation of Mai 
Paffi. However, -the lava, in its courfe over this 
beautiful country, has left feveral little iflands or 
hillocks ; juft enough to fhew what it formerly 
was. Thefe make a fmgu|ar appearance, in all 
the bloom of the moft luxuriant vegetation, fur- 
rounded and rendered almoft inaccefllble by large 
fields of black and rugged lava. The mountain 
from whence the firft eruption iflued, that co- 
vered the Mel Pafli, is known by the name of 
Monpelieri ; I was ftruck with its beautiful ap- 
pearance at a diflance, and could not refift the 
deiire I had of examining it minutely, a^ well as 
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of obfenring the effefis of the two eruptions that 
overwhelmed this celebrated country. 

Monpelieri Is rather of a rpherical than a co* 
nical (hape» and does not rife in perpendicular 
height above 300 feet, but it is fo perfedly regu- 
lar on every fide, and fo richly overfpread with 
fruits and flowers, that I could not leave fo hea-^ 
venly a fpot, without the greateftxegret. Its cup 
or crater is large in proportion to the mountain, 
and is as exaSly hollowed out as the bed made 
bowl. I walked quite round its outward edge, 
and think the circumference muft be fcmiewhat 
more than a mile. 

This niountain was formed by the firft erup^ 
tion that deftroyed the country of Mel Paffi, and 
is of a very old date. It buried a great number of 
villages and country houfes; and particularly t^o 
nbble churches, which are more regretted than 
all the reft, on account of three ftatues, reckoned 
at that time the moft perfefi in the Ifland. They 
have attempted, but in vain, to recover them ; 
as the fpot where the chui;ches flood could never 
be juftly afccrtained. Indeed it is impofliblc it 
(hould ; for thcfe churches were built of lava, 
which it is well known is immediately melted, 
when it comes intocontad with a torrent of new, 
erupted matter : And Mafla, fays, that in fome 
eruptions of ^tna, the lavahas poured down with 
fuch a fudden impetuofity, that in thecourfeof a 
few hours, churches, palaces, and villages, have 
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been entirely melted down, and the whole run off 
in fufidn without leaving the leaft mark of their 
former exiftence. But if the lava has had any 
confiderable time to cool, this lingular tSe€t ne« 
ver happens. 

The great eruption of 1669, after fliakingthe 
whole country around for four months, and form* 
ing a very large mountain of (tones and afhes, 
burft out about a mile above Monpelieri, and de- 
fcending like a torrent, bore diredly againft the 
middle of that mountain, and (they pretend) per- 
forated it from fide to fide ; this however I doubt, 
as it muft have broken the regular form of the 
mountain, which is not the cafe. But certain it 
is, that it pierced it to a great depth. The lava 
then divided into two branches ; and furrounding 
this niountain, joined again on its fouth fide; and 
laying wafie the whole country betwixt that and 
Catania, fcaled the walls of that city, and poured 
its flaming torrent into the ocean. In its way, it 
is faid to have deftroyed the pofleflions of near 
30,000 people, and reduced them to beggary. It 
formed feveral hills where there were formerly 
valleys, and filled up a large lake, of which there 
is not now the leaft veftige to be feen. 

As the events of this eruption are better known 

. than any other, they tell a great many fingular 

ftories of it ; one of which, however incredible 

it may appear, is well afcertaincd. A vineyard, 

belonging to a convent of Jefuits, lay dir«aiy in 
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its way. This vineyard was formed on an ancient 
lava^ probably a thin one, with a number of ca- 
verns and crevices under iu The liquid lava en« 
tering into thefe caverns^ foon filled them up> and 
by degrees bore up the vineyard ; and the Jefuits, 
who every moment expe3ed to fee it buried, be- 
held with amazement the whole field begin to 
move off. It was carried on the furface of the 
lava to a confiderable diftance ; and though the 
greateft part was deftroyed, yet fome of it re- 
mains to this day. 

We went to examine the mouth from whence 
this dreadful torrent iffucd j and were furprifcd 
to find it only a fmall hole, of about three or four 
yards diameter. The mountain from whence it 
fprung, I think, is little lefs than the comc2Ll part 
of Vefuvius. 

There is a vaft cavern on the oppofite fide of 
it, where people go to (hoot wild pigeons, which 
breed there in great abundance. The innermoft 
parts of this cavern are fo very difmal and gloomy, 
that our landlord told us fome people had loft their 
fcnfes from having advanced too far, imagining 
they faw devils and the fpirits of the damned ; 
for it is ftill very generally believed here, that 
£tna is the mouth of hell. 

We found a degree of wildnefs and ferocity in 
the inhabitants of this mountain, that I have not 
©bferved any where elfe. It put me in mind of an 
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obfcrvation the Padre della Torre (the hiftorio- 
grapher of mount Vefiivius) told me he had often 
made in the confines of Naples ; that in the places 
where the air is mod impregnated with fulphur 
and hot exhalations, the people were always moft 
wicked and vicious. Whatever truth there may 
be in the obfcrvation, the people about Nicolofi at 
Icaft feem to confirm it. The whole village 
flocked round us, and the women in particular 
abufed us exceedingly ; the caufe of which we at 

laft found was, that F 's blooming complexion 

and white ftin had made them take him for one of 
their own fex» They made a great clamour, and 
It was with difficulty we could appeafc them. 
The perfon whom Recupero had appointed to ac- 
company us, known by the name of the Cyclops, 
~ (the man in the ifland that is beft acquainted with 
mount ^tna) was ordered by them not to go 
with us; and if we had not at laft obtained their 
confcnt by foothing and flattery, the beft method 
with women, he durft not have difobeycd them. 
At firft we had been obliged to (hut the gate of 
the court, they were fo very noify and tumultu- 
ous ; but when our landlord (a pricft) for whom 
we had letters from Catania, afTured them that 
we were Chriftians, and came with no bad in- 
tentions, they became more moderate, arid we 
ventured out amongft them. This confidence 
foon acquired theirs ; and in a fhort time we be- 
came good friends, and had a great deal of con- 
Teriation. 
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It was with much difficulty I could perfuade 
thetn that we were not come to fearch for hidden 
treafures^ a great quantity of which they believe 
is to be found in Monpelieri ; and when I went 
to that mountain they were then fully convinced 
that this was our intention. Two of the men 
followed me^ and kept a clofe eye on every ftep 
that I took ; and when I lifted any bit of lava or 
pumice^ they came running up, thinking it was 
fomething very precious ; but when they obferved 
they were only bits of (tone, and that I put them 
into my pocket, they laughed heartily, talking to 
one another in their mountain jargon, which is 
unintelligible even to Italians. However, as moft 
of them fpeak Italian fo as to be underftood, thejr 
afked me what I was going to make of thofe bits 
of (lone ? I told them they were of great value in 
our country ; that the people there had a way of 
making gold of them : At this they both feemed 
exceedingly furprifed, and fpoke again in their 
own tongue. However, I found they did not be- 
lieve me ; one of them told me, if that had been 
true, I certainly would not have been fo ready in 
telling it: But, faid he, if it is fo, we will ferve 
you for ever, if you will teach us that art; for 
then we (hall be the richeft people on earth. I 
alTured them that I had not yet learned it myfelf^ 
and that it was a fecret known only to very few. 
TJbey were likewife a good deal furprifed to fee 
me pull out of my pocket a magnetical needle and 
a fmall eledrometer, which I had prepared at 
Catania to examine the eledrical (late of the air; 
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and I was at firft afraid tbey (hould have taken me 
for a conjurer (which you know already happened 
amongft the Appenines) but luckily that idea did 
Hot ftrike them. 

On our way back to Nicolofi we were joined 
by three or four more, with their wives* I be- 
gan to be a iittle afraid of myfelf^ left tbey fhould 
infift on knowing the fecret. However, I took 
out my bits of lava, and told them they were at 
their fervice, if they had any occafion for them. 
JBut they refufed them, faying, they wiflied to 
the Virgin, and St. Agatha, that I could take 
away the whole of it ^ as it had ruined the fincft 
country in all Sicily. 

- « 
* One fellow, who aflumed an air of fuperior \ 
wifdom and dignity to the reft, made them form ' 
a circle round him, and began to interrogate me 
with great gravity and compofare. It was with 
difficulty I could keep my counten|ince ; but as I 
was alone with them, at fome diftanc€ from the 
village, I was afraid of offending. He defired 
zne to anfwer him with truth and preciiion, what 
were the real motives of our coming fo fatiguing 
and difagrceable a journey ? I told him, on my 
word, that we had no other motive but curiofity 
to examine mount ^tna. On which, laughing 
to one another with great contempt ; Un hi ra* 
gUng q,uefto9 run i vtroi faid they (a very pretty 
reafon, truly). The old fellow then afked me 
what. country wc were of* I told him, we were 
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Ingkfe. EdiVif kr^poifif faid he ; whereaboats 
does their country lie ? I told him it was a great 
way off^ on the othfcr fide of the world. Du vero, 
faid the fellow, / credono in Chrijie qtulU Inglefef 
I told him (laughing) that they did. Ah, faid 
he, (hieiking his head, mi pan cbi nan credom irop^ 
pi. One of the company then obferved, that he 
remembered feveral of theie Inglefe, that, at dif- 
ferent times, had paid vifits to mount ^tna, and 
that they never yet could find out their motive ; 
but that he recolleded rery well, to have heard 
many of their old people fay, that the Inglefe had 
a queen that had burnt in the mountain for many 
years paft ; and that they fuppotbd thefe vifits were 
made from fome devotion or refpeft to her me- 
mory. I aflured them that the Inglefe had but too 
little refpeft for their queens when they were 
alive, but that they never troubled themfelves 
about them after they were dead; iiowever, as 
all the others confirmed this teftimony, I thought 
it was bed to fay little againft it; but I was ex- 
tremely curious to know who this queen might 
be. They alleged that I knew much better than 
they ; but added, that her name was Anna. 

I could not conceive what queen Anne had done 
to bring her there ; and was nuzxiing myfelf ^o 
find it out ; when one of them foon cleared up the 
matter; he told me flie was wife to a king that 
had been a Chriftian^ aod that (he had made him _ 
an Heretic, and was in confeqiience condemned 
to burn for ever in mount. £tna. In (hort, I 
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found it was no other than poor Anne Boloyne. 
As foon as I mentioned the name, 5'//ig'»tfr, faid the 
fellow, riftejfa^ riftejfa^ la connofce meglio che not. 
I a(kcd, if her hufband was there too, for that he 
deferved it much better than (he : Jicuroy faid 
he^ and all his heretic fubjeSs too ; and if you 
are of that number, you need not be in fuch a 
hurry to get thither, you will be fure of it at laft. 
I thanked him, and went to join our company, \ 
not a little amufed with the converfation. ^ .* 

We foon after left Nicolofi, and in an hour 
and a halPs travelling, over bafren aihes and lava, 
wie arrived on the confines of th'e Regione'Syl- 
vofa, or the Temperate Zone. As foon as we 
entered thefe delightful forefls, we feemed to 
have got into another world. The air, which 
before was fuUfy and hot, was now cool and re- 
frefliing ; and every breeze was loaded with a 
thoufand perfumes, the whole ground being co- 
vered over with the richeft aromatic plants. 
Many parts of this region are furely the mod 
li^avenly fpot» upon earth ; and if ^tna refem- 
bles hell within, it may with equal juftice be faid 
to refemble paradife without. 

it is indeed a curious confideration, that this 
mountain (hould reunite every beauty and every 
horror ; and, in ihort, all the moQ oppofite, and, 
diflimiilar objeds in nature. Here you obferve a 
gulph, that formerly threw out torrents of fire, 

VoL.L G 
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now covered with the moft luxuriant vegetation; 
and from an objed of terror, become one of de- 
light. Here you gather the nooft delicious fruit, 
rifing from what was but lately a black and bar* 
rcn rock. Here the ground b covered with every 
flower ; and we wander over thefe beauties, and 
contemplate this wildernefs of fweets, without 
cotifidering that hell, with all its terrors, is im- 
mediately under our feet ; and that but a few 
yards feparate us from lakes of Ikjuid fire and 
brimftone. 

But our aftonUhment dill increafes, on cafting 
our eyes on the higher regions of the 'mountain. 
There we behold, in perpetual union, the two 
elements that are at perpetual war ; an immeivfe 
gulph of fire, for eve^ exifting in the midft of 
fnows, which it has not power to noett ; and tm- 
menfe fields of fiiow and ice for ever furround- 
ing this gulph of fire, which they have not 
power to extinguifb. 

The woody region of JEtna afcend^ for about 
eight or nine miles, and forms a zone or girdle, 
of the brighted green, all around the mountain. 
This night we pafled through little more than 
the half of it ; arriving fome time before fun-fet 
at our lodgings, which was no other than a large 
cave, formed by one of the moft ancient add ve- 
nerable lavas. It is called La Spehnca del Ca- 
pfiolij or the goats cavern, becaufe frequented by 
thofe animals;, who take refuge there in bad 
weather. 
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Here we were delighted with the contempla- 
tion of many, grave and beautiful objeds ; the 
profped on all fides is immenfe | and we already 
feem to be lifted up from the earthy and to have 
got into a new world. 

Our cavern is furrounded by the moft {lately 
and majcftic oaks ; e)f the dry leaves of which, 
we made very comfortable beds ; and with our 
hatchets, which we had brought on purpofe, we 
iiad cut down great branches, and, in a (hort time, 
had a fire large enough to roaft an ox. I obferv- 
«d my thermometer, and found, from 71 at Ni- 
colofi, it had now fallen below 60. The baro- 
meter flood at 24 : 2. In one eiul of our cave 
we ftill found a great quantity of fnow, which 
feemed to be fent there on purpofe for us, as 
there was no water to be found. With this we 
filled tiur tea-kettle, as tea and bread and butter 
was the only fuppcr we had provided ; and pro- 
bably the beft one to prevent us frond being oyer- 
come by flcep or fatigue. 

Not a great way fi"om this cavern, are two of 
the moft beautiful mountains of all that number 
that fpring from ^tna. I mounted one of our 
beft mules, and^ with a good deal of difiiculty 
arrived at the fummit of thfe higheft of them, juft 
a little before fun-fel. The profpeft of Sicily, 
with the furrounding fea and all its iflands, was 
wonderfully noble. The whole courfe of the 
rivei" Semetus, the ruins of Hybla, and feveraf 
Ga 
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Other ancient towns; the rich corn-fields and 
vineyards on the lower region of the mountain, 
and the amazing number of b^utiful nnountains 
below^ madr^ delightful fcene. The hollow cra- 
ters of thefe two mountains are each of them 
confiderably larger than that of Vefuvius. They 
are now filled with ftately oaks, and covered to a 
great depth with the richeft foil. I obferved that 
jrhis region of JEtnZf like the former, ia compofed 
of lava ; but this is now covered fo deep with 
earth, that it is no where to be feen, but in the 
beds of the torrents. In many of thefe it is worn 
down by the water to the depth of fifty or fixty 
feet, and in one of themftiil confiderably more. 

What an idea does not tliis give of the 

amazing antiquity of the eruptions of this moun- 
tain ! 

"As fo6n as it was dark we retired to our c^ve, 
and took poffeffion of our bed of leaves. Our 
reft, however, was fomewhat difturbed by the 
noife of a mountain that lay a good way off on 
oiir right. It difchargcd quantities of fmoke, 
and made feveral explofions like heavy cannon at . 
adiftance; but what is fingular, we could. ob« 
ferve no appearance of fire. J'his mountain was 
formed by an eruption in 1766, now upwards of 
four years ago ; the fire of which is not yet ex- 
tinguiftied, neither is the lava by any means cold. 
This lava'fpent its fury on a beautiful foreft, , 
ivhich it laid wafte to the extent of a good many 
tniles. In many places it has run into gullies of 
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a great depth, which it has filled up to the heights 
wc are told, of 200 feet. It is in thefe places 
where iti'etains the greateft heat. On our road 
to-day we fcrambled up this Uva, and went a 
confiderable way over its furface, which appeared 
perfedly cold ; but it is certain, that in many 
places it ftiti emits volumes of fmoke, particularly 
after rain ; and the people fay, what I can rea* 
dily believe, that this will continue to be the 
cafe for fomc years, where the lava is (hickeft. 
A folid body of fire foipe hundreds of feet thick, 
and of fo great an extent, mud certainly retaiir 
its heat for many years. The furface indeed 
foon becomes black and hard, and inclofes the li« 
quid'fire within, in a kind of folid box, excluding 
all impreffions from the external air or from th^ 
weather. Thus, I have feen, many months after 
eruptions of mount Vefuvius, a bed of lava 
though only of a .few feet thick, has continued 
red hot in the center long after the furface was 
cold ; and a ftick thruft into its crevices, inftantly 
took fire, although there was no perceptible 
heat without. 

MatTa, a Sicilian author of credit, fays, he was 
tt Catania eight y^ars after the great eruption in 
1669, and that he Aiil found the lava in many 
places was not cold : But there is an eafy me- 
thod of calculating the time that bodies take to 
cool. Sir Ifaac Newton, I think, in his account 
of the comet of 1680, fuppofes the times to be 
as the fquares of their diameters 5 and finding 
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that a folid ball of metal of two inches^ made 
red hot, required upwards of an hour to become 
pcrfeftly cold, made the calculation from that 
to a body of the diameter of the earthy and found 
it would require upwards of twenty thoufand 
years. If this rule be juft, you may eafily com- 
pute the tin^ that the lava will take to become 
thoroughly cold ; and that you may have time to 
do fo,- 1 fhall here break off my letter, which I 
am obliged to write in bed, in a very awkward 
and difagreeable pofture ; the caufe of which 
jQiaU be explained to you in my next. Adieu^ 

Ever yours. 
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LETTER X. 



A: 



Catania^ May 29th at night. 



FTER getting, a comfortable 
nap on oar bed of leaves in the Spelonca del Ca- 
priole, we awoke about eleven o'clock ; and 

melting down a fufficient quantity of fnow, we 
boiled our tea-kettle, and made a hearty meal, 
ta prepare us for the remaining part of our cx- 
pedicion. We were nine in number ;. for w€ 
had our three fervants, the Cyclops (our con- 
dudor) and two men to take care of our mules. 
The Cyclops now began to difplay his great 

. knowledge of the mountain^ and we foUowed him 
with Implicit confidence. He conduSed us over 
** Antres vaft, and Deferts wild/*" where fcarce 
iniman foot had ever trod. Sometimes through 
gtoomy forefts, wliich by day-light were delight- 
ftil ; but now, from the univerfal darknefs, the 
ruflling of the trees, the heavy, dull, bellowing 
of* the mountains, the vaft expanfe of oceap 
ftretched at an immenfe diftance below us, in- 
fpired a kind of awfiil horror. Sometimes we 
found ourfelves afcending great rocks of lava, 
where tf our mules fliould make but a falfe ftep, 
we niight be thrown headlong over the preci- 
pice. However, by the afliftance of the Cy- 
clops, we overcame all thefe difficulties ; and he 
managed matters fo well, that in the fpace of two 
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hours we found wc bad got above the regions of 
vegetation ; and had left the forefts of -ffitna far 
behind. Thefe appeared now like a dark and 
gloomy gulph below us, that furrounded the 
mountain. 

The profpeft before us was of a very different 
nature ; we beheld an expanfe of fnow and ice 
that alarmed us exceedingly, and almoft ftag* 
gered our refolution. In the center of this, but 
flill at a great diftance, we defcribed the high 
'fummit of the mountain, rearing its tremendous 
head, and vomiting out torrents of fmoke. It 
indeed appeared altogether inacceilible, from the 
vaft extent of the fields of fnow and ice that fur- 
rounded it. Our diffidence was ftill increafed by 
the fentiments of the Cyclops. He told us, it 
often happened, that the furface of thempuntala 
being hot below, melted the fnow in particular 
fpots, and formed pools of water, where it was 
impoiTible to forefee our danger ; that it likewife 
happened, that the furface of the water, as well 
as the fnow, was fometimes covered with black 
-alhes, that rendered it exceedingly deceitful ; 
that however, if we thought proper, he would 
lead us on with as much caution as poflible. Ac* 
cordingly, after holding a council of war, which 
you know people generally do when they are very 
much afraid, we detached our cavalry to the fo- 
reft below, and prepared to climb the fnowsi 
The Cyclops, after taking a great draught of 
brandy, defired us to be of good cheer j that we 
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had plenty of time, and might take as many refts 
as we picked. That the fnow could be little 
more than feveo' miles, and that we certainly 
ihould be able to pafs it before fun-rife. Accord- 
ingly, taking each of us a dram of liqueur, which 
foon removed every objeftion, we began our 
march. 

The afcent for fome time was not ftecp ; and 
as the furface of the fnow funk a little, we had 
tolerable good footing ; but as it foon began to 
grow fteeper, we found our labour greatly in- 
creafe : however, we determined to perfcvere, 
calling to mind in the nnidft of our labour, that 
the emperor Adrian and the philofopher Plato 
had undergone the fame ; and from the fame 
motive too, to fee the rifing fun from the top of 
iGtna. After incredible labour and fatigue, but 
at the fame time mixed with a great deal of 
pleafure, we arrived before dawn at the ruins of 
an ancient ftruQure, called // Torre del Fihfafo, 
fuppofed to have been built by the philofopher 
Empedocles, who took up his habitation here, 
the better to ftudy the nature of mount ^tna. 
By others it is fuppofed tpbe the ruins of a tem- 
ple of Vulcan, whofe ftiop, all the world knows 
(where he uled to make excellent thuncjerbolts 
and celeftial armour, as well as nets to catch his 
wife when (he went aftray) was ever kept in 
mount ^tna. Here we refted ourfelves 6)r 
fome time, and made a frefh application to our 
liqueur bottle, whicTi I am perfuaded, both Vulcap 
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and Empedocles, had they been here, would 
have greatly approved of after fuch a march. 

I found the mercury had fallen to 20 : 6. "We 
had now time to pay our adorations in a filent 
contemphation of the fublime objeds of nature. 
The (ky was clear, and the immenfe vault of 
the heavens appeared in awful majefty and fplen- 
doK Wc found ourfeWes more (truck with vc- 
lieratton than below, and at fir/l were at a lofs 
to know the caufe ; till we obferved with ado* 
nifhment, that the number of ftars feemed to be 
infinitely increafed ; and the light of each of 
them appeared bri^ter than ufual. The white- 
nefs of the milky way was like a pure flame that 
{hot acrofs the heavens ; and with the naked eye 
we could obferve cluflers of ftars that were invi- 
fible in the regions below. We did not at firft 
attend to the caufe, nor recoiled that we had now 
paffed through ten or twelve thoufand feet of 
grofs vapour, that blunts' and confufes every ray, 
before it reaches the furfacc of the earth. We 
were amazed at the diftindnefs of vifton, and ex- 
claimed together. What a glorious fituatlon for 
an obfervatory I Had Empedocles had the eyes 
of Galiileo what discoveries muft he not have 
made ! We regretted that Jupiter was not vifi- 
ble, as I am perfuaded we might have difcovcred 
fome of his fatcllites with the naked eye, or at 
leaft with a fmall glafs which I had in my pocket. 
.We obferved a light a great way below us on the, 
mountain, y^hich feemed to move amongft the 
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foreib, but whether an Ignus Fatuus, or what it 
was, I fli^l not pretend to fay. We likewife 
took notice of feveral ol tbofe meteors called 
Falling Stars, which ftill appeared to be as much 
eltratedsb^ve us, as when feen from the plains 
fb that in all probabikity, thofe bodies move in 
regions much beyond the bounds that fome phi* 
k&ipbers have afligned to our atmofphere. 

After contemplating thefe objeds for fome 
time, w^ fet off, and foon after arrived at the 
foot of the great crater of the mountain. '^I'hia 
IS of an e^a^ conical figure, and riles equally on 
all fides. It is compofed folely of aOies and other 
burnt materials, difcharged from the mouth of 
the volcano, which is in its center. Thisconi^ 
cal mountain is of a very great fize ; its circum- 
f(&rence cannot be lefs than ten miles. Here we 
tx>ok a fecond reft, as the ^reateft part of our 
fatigue Aill remained. The mercury had fallen 
to 20 : 4f. — We found this mountain exceffively 
deep ; and although it had appeared black, yet 
. it was likewife covered with fn6w, but the fur- 
face (luckily for us) was fpread over with a pretty 
thick layer of alhes, thrown out from the craten 
Had it not been for this, we never fliould have 
been able to get to the top ; as the fnow was 
every where frozen hard and folid, from the 
^piercing cold of the air. 

In about an hour*s climbing> we arrived at 9. 
place where there was no fnow j and where a 
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varm and comfortable vapour iflued from the 
mountain^ which induced us to .make another 
halt. Here I found the mercury at 19 : 6i. 
The thermometer was fallen three degrees below 
the point of congelation ; and before we left the 
fummit of ^tna, it fell two degrees noore, viz. 
to 27. — From this fpot it was only about 300 
yards to the higheft fummit of the mountam, 
where we arrived in full t(me, to fee the mofl 
wonderful and mod fublime fight id nature. 

But here defcripti^n mull ever fall fliort ; for 
no imagination .has dared to form an idea of fo 
glorious and fo magnificent a fcene. Neither is 
there on the furface of this globe, any one point 
that unites fo many awful and fublime objeds. — 
Tha immenfe elevation from the furface of the 
earth, drawn as it were to a fmgle point, without 
any neighbouring mountain for the fenfes and 
imagination to reft upon ; and recover from their 
aftonifhment in their way down to the world. 
This point or pinnacle, raifed.on the brink of a 
bottomlefs gulph, as old as the world, often dif- 
charging rivers of fire, and throwing out burning 
rocks, with a noife that fliakes the whole ifland. 
Add to this, the unbounded extent of the pro- 
fpeft, comprehending the greateft diverfity and 
the moft beautiful fcenery in nature ; with the 
rifing fun, advancing in the caft, to illuminates 
^he wondrous fcene. 
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The whole -atmbfphere by degrees kindled up^ 
and (hewed dimly and faintly the boundtefs pro- 
fped around. Both fea and land looked dark and 
confufedy as if only emerging from their original 
chaos ; and light and darknefs feemed ftill undi- 
vided ; till the morning by degrees advancing^ 
completed the feparation. The ftars are extin- 
guiihed, and the (hades dtfappear. The fore(b9 
' whi^h but now feemed black and bottomlefs 
gulphs, from whence no ray was refleSed ta 
fliew their form or colours, appear a new crea- 
tion riiing to the fight ; catching life and beauty 
from. every increafing beam. The fcenc ftill 
enlarges, and the horizon feems to widen and 
expand itfelf on all fides ; till the fun, like the 
great Creator, appears in the eaft, and witli his 
plaftic ray comj^etes the mighiy fcenc. All ap- 
pears enchantment ; and it is with difficulty we 
can believe we are ftill on earth. The fenfes, 
unaccuftomed to the fulilimity of fuch a fcene, 
are bewildered and confounded ; and it is not tilt 
after fometime, that they are capable of feparat« 
ing and judging of the objeds that coknpofe it. 
The body of the fun is fecn rifing from the 
ocean, immenfe tra&s both of fea and land inter- 
vening; the iftands of Lipari, Panari, Alicudi; 
Stromboloy and Volcano, with their fmoking 
fummits, appear under your feet ; and you look 
down on the whole of Sicily as on a map ; and 
can trice every river through all ita windings^ 
from its fource to its mouth. The view is ab- 
fohitely bouBdlefs on every fide ; nor is thereany 
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cue objedy within the circle of vifion^ to interrupt 
it ; fo that the fight is every where loft in the 
immeofity ; and I am perfuaded it is only from 
the imperfeSion of our organs, that the coafif 
of Africa, and even of Greece, are not difcoTeredi 
m they are certainly aboTe the hormon. The 
circmnfereBoeof the vifible horisoH on the top of 
iBtM cannot be left than aooo miles : At Malta, 
wbicb 18 near ooo mifet diftant» they perceive 
aH the emptioos^ from the fteond regioir; and 
tliat iflaiid is often dilcovered from about one 
lialf the elevatien, of the monntain ; io that at 
the whole elevation, the hortxon itluft extend to 
Bear double that diftance, or 400 mites, which 
makes Soa for the dijimeter of the circle, and 
^400 for the circumference. But tliis is by much 
too vaft for our fenfes, hoc intended to grafp fo 
boundleis a icene. I find, indefsi^ by fonie of 
the Sicilian authors, particularly Maffa,. that the 
African coafl as well as that of Naples, with 
many of its iilands, have bee0 difcovered from 
the top of iBtna. Of this, however, we cannot 
boafi, though we can very well believe it. In-* 
deed, if we knew the Iiei^ of the mountain, it 
would be eafy to caLctrfate the extent of its vifible 
horizon ; and (vi(€ vtrfa) if its vifible horizon 
was exa&ly afcertained, it would be an eafy^mat- , 
ter to calculate the height of the mountain.— h-;-^ 
But the mofl beautiful part of the foene is eVN 
tainly the mountain itfetf ; the ifland of. J^nty,* 
and the numerous iflands lying round k. Allt 
thefei by a ktad of magic 'm vifion, tbat'l am^iU* 
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a \ok to account for, feem as if they were brought 
ch)fe round the fldrts of ^tna ; the difiances ap- 
pearing reduced to nothing.— —Perhaps this lin- 
gular effed; is produced by the rays of light paf- 
fin^ from a rarer mediona into a denfer ; which 
(from a well known law in optics) to an obfenrcr 
HI the rare medtirai, appears to lift up the obje£b 
that are at the bottom of the denre one ; a9 a 
]Hece o( money placed in a bafenr appears Kfted 
up as feon as the ba(bn is filled with water. 

The Rtgiwa DiftrUt^ or the frigid zotte of 
^tna, is the firft objed that calls your attention* 
It is marked out by a circle of fnow and ice, . 
which extends on rii fides to the difiance of about 
eight miles. In the center of this circle, the 
great crater of the mountain rears its burning 
head, and the regions of intenfe cold and of in- 
tenfe heat ieem for ever to be united in the fame 
pomt. ■ ■ O n the north fide of the fnowy region, 
they afTure us, there are feveral fmall lakes 
that are never thawed ; and tl^ in many places, 
the fnow^ mixed with the aflies and falts of the 
mountain. Is accumulated to a vaft depth : And 
indeed I fuppofe the qiiaqtity of falts contained 
in this mountaiui is one great reafon of the pre- 
iervation of its fnows. The Reghm Deferta is 
immediately fucceeded by the Sylvofa^ or the 
*woody region ; which forms a circle or girdle of 
the moft beautiful green, which furrounds the 
mountain on all fides, and is certainly one of the 
moft delightful fpots on earth. This prefers a 
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remarkable contrail ^with the defert region. It 
is not fmooth and even like the greatefl part of 
the latter; but it is finely variegated by an infinite 
number of thofe beautiful little mountains that 
have been formed by the different eruptioro^of 
i£tna. All thefe have now acquired a wonder- 
ful degree of fertility, except a very few that are 
but newly formed ; that is, within thefe five or 
fix hundred years : For it certainly requires 
fome thoufands to bring tbem,to their greatefl 
degree of perfedion. We looked down into the 
craters of thefe, and attempted, but in vain, to 
number them. 

The circumference of this zone or great circle 
on JEinsL is not lefs than 70 or 80 miles. It is 
every where fucceeded by the jpiieyards, or- 
chards, and corn-fields that compofe the Regiom 
Gulta, or the fertile region. This lad zone is 
much broader than the others, and extends on all 
fides to the foot of the mountain. Its whole 
circumference, according to Recupero, is 183 
miles. It is like wife covered with a number of 
litt)e conical and fpherical mountains, and exhi- 
bits a wonderful variety of forms and colours, and 
makes a delightful contrail with the other two 
regions. It is bounded by the fea to the fouth 
and fouth-eaft, and On all its other fides by the 
rivers Semetus and Alcantara, which run almoft 
round it. The whole courfe of thefe rivers 19 
feen at once, and all their beautiful windings 
through thefe fertile valleys, looked tipon as the 
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favourite pofleflion of Ceres herfelf, and ,the very 
fcene of the rape of her daughter Proferpine. 

Caft your eyes a little farther, and. you cm- 
brace the whole ifland, and fee all its cities, ri« 
vers and mountains, delineated in the great chart 
of Nature : All the adjacent iflands, the whde 
coaft of Italy, as far as your eye can reach ; for 
it is no where bounded, but every where loft in 
the fpace. On the fun's firft rlfing, the (hadow 
ef the mountain extends acrofs the whole i/land, 
and makes a. large trad: vifible even in the fea and 
in the air. By degrees, this is ihortenedi and, in 
a little time, is confined only to the neighbour* 
hood of ^tna. 

We flow had time to examine a foufth region 
of this wonderful mountain, very different, in* 
deed, from the others, and produftive of very 
different fenfations 4 but5vhich has, undoubtedly^ 
given being to all the reft ; I mean the region of 
fire,. 

The prefent crater of this immenfe volcanais. 
a circle of about three miles and a half in cir* . 
cumference. It goes fhelving down on each fide, 
and forms a regular hollow, like a vaft amphi- 
theatre. From many places of this fpace^ iflTue 
volumes of fulphureous fmoke, which, being 
much heavier than the circumambieiat ak, is* 
ftead of rifing in it, as fmoke geaerally doe's, im- 
mediately on its getting out of the crater, rolls 
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down the fide of the mountain like a torrent, till 
coming to that part of the atmofphere of the 
fame fpecific gravity with itfelf, it flioots oiF ho- 
rizootally, and forme a large tra3 in the air> ac« 
cording to the dire&ion of the wind ; which, 
happily for us, carried it exadly to the fide oppo^ 
fite to that where we were placed. The crater 
is fo hot* that it is very dangecous, if not impof- 
fible, to go down into it ; beddes, the fmoke is 
very inconnmodious, aod, in many places, the fur- 
face is fo fofty there have been iDftances of people 
finking down in it, and. paying for their temeritjT' 
with their lives.^ Near the center of the crater 
is the grcait m#uth of the voloano. That: tre^ 
mendous gulph fo celebrated in all.age^, torioed: 
upon as the terror and fcourge both of this and 
another life; and equally ufefal to ancient poets, 
or to modem divnies, when the Mufe, or when 
the Spirit infpices. We beheld it- with awe and: 
with horror, and were not furprifed that it had 
lioen confidiirod as the. place of the damned. 
When we refleft on the immenfity of its depth, 
the vaft cells and caverns whence fo many lavas 
have iflued ; the force of its -internal fire, to raife 
up thofe lavas to fo vaft a height, to fupport it as 
it were in^ the air, and: even force i^ over the very- 
fummitofthe crat«r, with all the dreadful accom- 
paniments ) the boiKng of the matter, the fliafc- 
ii^ of the mountain, the cTcplofions of flaming 
roeks^ &c. we muft aUow, that the moft enthu- 
fitiftic imagination, in the midft of all its terrors. 
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hardly ever formed an idea of a hell more dread- 
ful. 

It was with a mixture both of pleafure and 
pain, that we quitted this awful fcene. But the 
wind had rifen very hi^h, and clouds began to ga- 
ther round the mountain : In a (hort time they 
formed like another heaven below us, and we 
were in hopes of feeing a thunder-ftorm 
under our feet : A fcene that is not uncommon 
in thefe exalted regions, and which I have al- 
ready feen on the top of the high Alps. But 
the clouds were foon dispelled again by the force 
of the wind,' and we were difappointed in our 
expe^tions. 

I had often been told of the great cSc& pro« 
duced by difcharging a gun on the top of high 
mountains. I tried it here,- when we were a 
good deal furprifed to find, that inftead of increaf- 
ing the found, it was atmoft reducddto noting. 
The report was not equal to that of a pockct- 
piftol : We compared it to the ftrohe of a (lick 
on a door ; and furely it is confident with reafon, 
that the thinner the air is, the lefs its impreilion 
mud be on the ear ;> for in a vacuum, there can 
be no noife, or no impreilion can be made ; and 
ihe^nearer the approach to a. vacuum, the im- 
preffion muft always be the fmallcr. Where 
thofe great efkGts have been produced^ it mtift 
have heen amongft a number of mountaiins^ 
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where the found is reverberated from one to the 
other. 

When we arrived at the foot of the cone, we 
obferved fome rocks of an incredible fize, thae 
have been difcharged from the crater. The 
largeft that has been dbferved from Vefuvius, is 
a round one of about twelve feet diameter. 
Thefo- are much greater ; indeed almoft in pro- 
portion of the mountains to each other. 

On our arrival at the Torre del Filofofo^ 
we could not help admiring, that the ruins of 
this ftru£bire have remained uncovered for fo 
many ages, fo near the top of JEinz, when thou* 
fands of places at a great diftance from it, have 
been repeatedly buried by its lavas in a much 
Ihorter time, A proof that few eruptions have 
rifen fo high in the mountain. 

Empedocles was a native of Agrigentiim, and 
is fuppofed to have died 400 years before the 
Chriflian aera. Perhaps his vanity more than 
his philofophy led him to this elevated iltuation; 
nay, it is faid to have carried him dill much far- 
ther : That he might be looked upon as a god, 
and that the people might fuppofe he was taken 
up to heaven, he is recorded to have thrown him- 
felf headlong into the great gulph of mount ^tna, 
never fuppofing that his death could be difcovered 
to mankind ; but the treacherous mountain threw 
out his flippers, whiph were of brafs,|nd announced 
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to the world the fate of the philofopher^ who, 
by his death, as well as life, wanted only to im- 
pofe upon mankind, and make them believe that 
he was greater than they. 

Hbwever, if there is fuch a thing as philofophy 
on earth, this fiirely ought to be its feat. The 
profpea is little inferior to that from the fummit; 
and the mind enjoys a degree of ferenity here, 
that even few philofophers, I believe, could ever 
boaft of on that tremendous point.— — ^All Nature, 
lies expanded below your feet, in her gayeft and 
mod luxuriant drefs, and you ftill behold united 
under one point of view, all the feafons of the 
year, and all the climates of the earth. The me- 
ditations are ever elevated in proportion to the 
grandeur and fublimity of the objeOis that for- 
round us ; and here, where you have all Nature 
' to arouft your admiration, what mind can re- 
main inadive^ 

It has likewife been obferved, and from expe- 
rience I can fay with truth ; that on the tops of 
the hlgheft mountains, wher^ the air is fo pure 
and refined ; and where there is not that immenfe 
weight of grofs vapours preffing upon ahe body ; 
• the mind aQs with greater freedom, and all the 
functions both of foul and body are performed in 
a fuperior manner. It wojild appear, that in pro- 
portion as we are raifed above the habitations of 
men, all low and vulgar fentiments are left be- 
hind; and that the foul, in approaching the 
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sethereal regions^ (hakes off its earthly affedkms, 
and already acquires (bmething of their ceieftiai 
purity,— Here, where yotrftand under a ferene 
(ky^ and behold, with equal ferenity^ the tempeft 
and ftorm forming below your feet : The Ught- 
Ding» darting from cloud to cloud, and the thun- 
der rolling round the mountain, and threatning 
with deftruftion the poor wretches below ; the 
mind confiders the little (lorms of the human paf- 

fions as equally below her notice. Surely the 

fituation alone, is enough to infpire philofophy, 
and Empedocles had good reafon for chuHng it. 

But, alas ! how vain are all our reafonings ! 
In the very midft of thefe meditaticms, my phi- 
loibphy was at once overlet, and in a moment I 
found myfelf relapfed into a poormiferablemcnr- 
tal ; was obliged to own, that pain was the great- 
eft of evils ; and would have given the world 
to have been once more arrived at thofe humble 
habitations, which but a moment before, I 

had looked down upon with fuch contempt. • 

In running over the ice, my leg folded under me, 
and I received fo violent a fprain, that m a few- 
minutes it fwelled to a great degree, and I found 
myfelf unable to put my foot to the ground. Every 
mufde and fibre was at that time chilled and fi-oze 
by the extreme cold, the thermometer continu- 
ing ftill below the point of congelation. It was 
this circutnftance, I fuppofe, that made the pain 
fo violent ; for I lay a confiderable time on the 
ice in great agony : However, in thefe exalted 
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regions^ it was impoffible to have a horfc, or a 
carriage of any kind ; and your poor philofopher 
was obliged to hop on one leg, with two men fup- 
portiBg him for feveral miles over the fnow ; 
and our wags here allege, that he left the grcateft 
part of his philofophy behind him, for the ufe of 
Empedoclcs^s heirs and fticceffors. 

I was happy to get to my mule, but when I 
once more found myfelf on our bed of leaves in 
the Spelonca del Capriole, I thought I was in Pa- 
radife: So true it is, that ^ removal of pain' is 
the greatcft of pleafures. The agony I fufFered, 
had thrown me into a profufe fweat and fever ; 
however, in an tnftant I fell faft afleep, and in 
an hour and a half, awaked in perfeft health. Wc 
had an excellent di(h of tea, the mod refrefhing 
and agreeable I ever drank in all my life. 

We4cft the fummit of the mountain about fix 
o'clock, and it was eight at night before we reach- 
ed Gatania. We obferved, both with pleafure 
and pain, the change of the climate as we de- 

fcended. From the regions of the mod rigid 

winter, we foori arrived at thofe of the moft de* 
lightful fpring. On firft entering the forefts, the 
trees were ftill bare as in December, not a (ingle 
kaf to be feen; but after we had defcended a few 
miles, we found ourfelves in the mildeft, and the 
foftoft of climates ; the trees in full verdure, and 
the fields covered with all the flowers of the fum^ 
met ; but as foon as we got out of the woods. 
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and entered the torrid zone> we found the heaU 
altogether infupportabie^ and fuflfered dreadfully 
from them before we reached the city. Oa the 
road I faw maily mountains which I intended to 
have vifitedjbut my fprain put it out of my power. 
One of the mod remarkable is called the Afonit 
Pellufe, the lava of which deftroyed the great 
aquedud of Catania for eighteen miles. It has 
here and th'cfe left a few arches ; but nothing of 
any confequence. 

Not far from this mountain (lands the Moni^ 
VtHorki^ one of the mod beautiful of all the nu- 
merous family of £tna. It is of a pretty large 
fize^ and perfedly regular, and feems to be in the 
gayeft drefs of any. Many of its trees, whtch^ 
at a diftance, we took to be oranges and citrons, 
appeared to be in full blow. It was the lava of 
this mountain that is faid to have covered up the 
poh of UlyCTes, which is now three miles diftant 
from the fea ; but I (hould fuppofe this eruption 
to have been much older than either Ulyfles or 
Troy. 

On our arrival at Catania, we went immedi- 
ately to bed, being exceedingly oppreffed by the 
fatigue of our expedition ; but ftill more by the 
violent heat of the day : A day, in which, I 
think, I have enjoyed a greater degree of pleafure, 
and fuffered a greater degree of pain, than in 
any other day of my life. ^ " 
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As my leg continues very much fwelled, J am 
flill confined to my room» and moftly, indeed, to 
my bed, from whence I have written you the 
greateft part of thefe twoepiftles, the enormous 
length of which I am afhamed of. However, as 
I have dill Emitted feveral articles, that I intend- 
ed to take notice of, I ihalladd a fequel to-mor- 
row ; and fo conclude my account ofmount^tna. 
Had it not been for this abominable fprain, that 
holds me faft by the foot, you. pfobably had not 
got off fo eafily ; but I am obliged to drop all 
farther thoughts of climbing mountains, though 
there are many things I ftill wanted to examine. 
Adteu. 

Ever your^ 



Vol.1. tt 
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LETTER XI. 



OKinii, M<7 3eUi« 



We 



E took care to regulate two ba- 
rometers at the foot of the mountain. C^e of 
which was left with the Canonico Recupero, and 
the other we carried along with us. The for- 
mer our friend aflures us, bad no fenlibk varia- 
tion during our abfence. We both left it and 
found it at 29 inches 8 lines and a half, Engliib 
meafure. On our arrival at Catania, the one 
we carried up. with us had rifen again exadly to 
the fame point. 

I have likcwife a good qiiick-filver thermome- 
ter, which I borrowed from the Neapolitan phi- 
lofopher, the Padre della Torre, who fumiihed 
us with letters for this place, and would have ac- 
companied us, could he have obtained leave of 
the king. It is made by Adams at London, and 
(as I myfelf proved) exadly graduated from the 
two points of freezing, and boiling water. It is 
upon Farenheit's fcale. I fhall mark the heights 
in the different regions of ^tna, with the rules 
for eftimating the elevation of mountains by the 
barometer, which, I am forry to fay, have been 
hitherto fo very ill afcertained. Caffini, Boguer, 
and the others who have written on the fubjed. 
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to the reproach of fdcnce, diflFering fo much, 
amongft themfelvcs, that it is with difficulty we 
can come near the truth. 

JEtn^ has been often meafured, but I believe 
never with any degree of accuracy; and it is 
really a (hanve to the fociety eftablifhed in this 
place, called the ffitneau academy, whofc origi- 
nal inftiiutioii was to ftudy4he nature and opera- 
tions ^f this wortdcrfofl mountain. It was my 
full intentiom t© hkve meafured it geometrically; 
bat I am fdrry to fay, although this is both the 
feat of an academy and univerfity, yet there was 
no quadrant to be had. Of all the mountains I 
have ever fcen, ^tna would be the eafieft to 
mcafure; and with thegreateft certainty, and per- 
haps the p^ropefeft phce on the globe to eftabliflt 
an enad rule cff menfuration by the barometer. 
There is a beich of a vaft extent, that begins er- 
^&\y at the foot of the mountain, and runs for a 
great many miles along the coaft. The fea-mark 
of tl^s b^ach forntts the meridian to the fummit 
of the mountain. Here you are fure of a perfeft 
level, and may make the bafe of your triangle of 
what length you pleafe. But unfortunately this 
menfuration has never been executed, at lead 
with any tolerable degree of prccifion. 

. Kircher pretends to have meafured it, and to 
have found it 4000 French toifes in height; 
which is more than any of the Ande?, or indeed 
than any mountain upon earth; The Italtait 
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mathematicians are ftill mpre abfurd. . Some of 
them make it eight miles, fome fix, and feme four. 
Amici, the lad, and I believe the bed who has 
made the attempt, reduces it to three miles, 264 
paces ; but even this muft be exceedingly erro- 
neous; and probably the perpendicular he^ht 
of ^tna docs not exceed 1 2000 feet, or little 
more than two miles. I fhall mark the different 
methods pf determining heights by the barome- 
ter; and you may chafe which you pleafe. I 
, believe the allowance in all of them, particular- 
ly in great elevations, where the air is fo exceed- 
ingly thin and light, is much too fmalL Mikeli, 
whofe menfurations are efteemed more exad, 
has ever found it fo. Caifint allows, Lthink, ten 
French toifes of elevation, for every line of mer- 
cury, adding one foot to the firft ten, two to the 
fecond, three to the third, and fo on : But furely 
the weight of the air diminiflies in a much great- 
er proportion. 

Boguer takes the diflTercncc of the logarithms 
of the height of the barometer in lines (fuppofing 
thefe logarithms to confift only of five figures) ; 
from this difference he takes away a 30th part, 
and what remains he fuppofes to be the difference 
of elevation. I do not recoiled his reafon for 
this fuppofition ; but the rule feems to be ftill 
more errpncous than the other, and has been en- 
tirely laid afide. I am told, that accura:te experi- 
ments have been mafde at Genci^a, to eftablifli 
the menfuration with th^ barometer ; but I have 
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not yet been able to procure them. Mr. de la 
Hire allows twelve toifes, four feet, for the line 
of mercury : And Picart, one of the mod exad 
of the French academicians, fourteen toifes, or>' 
about ninety Engliih fcct^ 

Height of Farenhett's Thermometer. 

At Catania, May 26, at mid-day - 76 
Ditto, May 27, at five in the morning 72 

At Nicolofi, 12 miles up the mountain, 

mid^day • • - - 73 

At theeave, called Speloncadel Capriole, 
in the fecond region, where there_was 
ftill a confiderabie quantity of fnow, at 
feven at nighl - - 61 

In the fame cave at half an hour pafteleven ^Z' 
At the Torre del Fitefdfo, in thfe third 

regiob,. at three'iiithe morning ** 34I 
At the foot of the crdter>df Mtn^' - ' 33 
About half'Wfiy up thie crater - 29 

On the fummit of i^tna, a- little before 
»■ "fun^rife - '■ •"• *'" "•' ' - '27> 

Height of the barometer in inches and lines. 

At the fea-fide at .Catania v ^ > .'^ ig S^ 
At the vill^e of Piedmonte^ in the^fiift . 

region of -^tna - .- 27 8' 

At Nicolofi, in the »un1e region - 2 7 14 
At the Caftagno de Cento Cavalli, in the 

feoond region - , -. ~ 26 ^i 
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At the Spelonca del Capriole in the 

fccond region, - - 24 a 

At the Torre del Filofofo, in the third 

region - - 20 5 

At the foot of the crater - 20 4I 

Within about 300 yards of the fummit 19 6i 
At the fummit of iEtna (fuppofed to be 

about) - - 19 4 

The wind at the fummit was fo violent that I 
could not make the obfervation witK perfcd ex- 
aflnefs ; however, I am pretty certain that it^vas 
within half a line. 

I own I did not believe we ihould find JEtm 
fq high. I had heard indeed that it was higher 
than any of the Alps, but ;I never gave credit to 
it : How great then was my aftoniOinoeot to 
iind that the naercury fell almoft two inches lower 
than I had ever obferved it on the very higheft of 
t^he acceflible Alps ; at the fame time I am per- 
(baded there are many inaccefliUe points of the 
Alps, particularly (Mont Blanc) that are (lill 
much higher than ^tna. 

I found the magnetical needle greatly agitated 
near the fununit of the mountain ; (the Padre 
della Torre told me, he had made the fame ob- 
fervation on Vefuvius) how*»vcr, it always fixed 
at the north point, though li took longer time in 
fixing than below. But what Recupero told me 
happened to him, was very lingular. Soon af- 
ter the eruption 1755, ^^ placed his compafs on 
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the Uva. The needle, he fays, to his great 
aftoniibment, was agitated with much violence 
for ibme confiderable time, till at taft it entirely 
loft its magnetical power, (landing indifci^imi- 
nately at every point of the compaTs ; and this it 
never after recovered, till it was again touch- 
ed with the loadftone. 

The wind, and my unfortunate fprain toge-^ 
Iher, in a grieat meafure prevented our elefirical 
experiments, on whictvwe had built not a little; 
however^ I f<>und that round NicoloH, and parti- 
cularly on the tep of Monpelteri, the air was in 
a very favourable ftatc for eledrtcal operations. 
Here the little pith-balls, when infolatcd, were 
fcniibly affeded, and repelled each other above an 
bell. lexpeded this eledrical ftate of the air would 
have increafed as we advanced on the mountain; 
but at the ctve where we flept,v I could obfervc 
no fuch eflfeft. Perhaps, it was owing to the 
exhalations from the trees and vegetables, which 
arc there exceedingly luxuriant ; whereas about 
Nicolofi, and round Menpelieri, there is hardly 
any thing but lava and dry hot fand. Or per- 
haps it might be owing to the evening being far- 
ther advanced, and the dews beginning to fait. 
However, 1 have>no doubt, that upon thefe moun- 
tains formed by eruption, where the air is ftrong- 
iy impregnated with futphureous effluvia, great 
elefilrical difcoveries might be made. And per- 
haps, of all the reafons affigned for the wonderful 
vegetation that is performed on this mountain, 
there is none tbat contributes fo nuich towards it. 
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as this conftant eleSrical ftate of the air: For 
from a variety^ of experiments it has been found, 
that an increafe of the eleSrical matter adds much 
to the progrefs of vegetation. It probaUy ads 
there in the fame manner as on the animal body ; 
the circulation we know is performed x{uicker ; 
and the juices are driven through the fmall vefTels 
with more eafe and celerity. This has often 
been proved from the immediate removal of ob- 
flrudions by eleSricity ; and probably the 'rub- 
bing with dry and warm Bajinel, efteemed fo efS* 
cacious in fuch cafes, is doing nothing more than 
exciting a greater degree of eledricity in the 
part ; but it has likewLfe been demonftrated, by 
the common experiment of making water drop 
through a fmall capillary fyphon^ which the ra(y- 
ment it is eledrified runs in a full ftream. 
I have, indeed, very little doubt, that the ferr 
tility of our feafons depend^ as much on this 
quality in the air, as either on its heat _or 
moiflure. 

EleSricity will probably foon be conddered as 
the great vivifyingt principle of nature, by which 
fhe carries on moft of her operations. It is a 
fifth element, diftinS from, and of a fuperlor na- 
ture to the other four, which only compofe the 
corporeal parts of matter : But this fubtile and 
adive ilqid is a kind of a foul that pervades and 
quickens every particle of it. When an equal 
quantity of this is diflfufed through the air, and 
ever the face of the^arth, every thing continues 
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calm and quiet ; but if by any accident one part 
of matters has acquired a greater quantity than 
another, the moft dreadful confequences often 
enfue before the equilibrium can be reftored. 
Nature ieems to fall into cpnvulfionsi and many 
of her works are defiroyed : Alt the great pbas* 
nomenaare produced; thunder> lightning, earth- 
quakes, and whirlwinds : For, I believe, there 
IS little doubt, that all thefe frequently depend on 
this fole caufe. And again, if we look down 
from the fublime of nature to its mlnutisB, we 
^ (hall Qill find the (ame power ading ; though per« 
haps in lefs legible charaSers ; for as the know- 
ledge of its operations is ftill in its infancy, they ' 
are generally mifunderftood, or afcribed to f<6me 
other^cauie. However, I have no doubt,: that in ^ 
procefs of time thefe will be properlyinveftiga- 
ted; when mankind will wonder how much> 
. they have been in the. dark. It will then poffi- 
bly be found, that what we call fenfibility of 
nerves, and many of thofe difeafes that the fa- 
culty have as yet only invented names for, are 
. owing to the body's being poflTeffed of too large 
or too Dnajl a quantity of this fubtile and aSive 
fluid ; that very fluid, perhaps, that is the ve- 
hicle of aU our feelings ; and which they have 
fo long fearcbed for in vain in the nerves : For 
I have fomctimes been led to think, that this 
fenfe was nothing elfe than a flighter kind of 
. eledric effeS, to which the nerves ferve as con- 
.dudors^.'and that it is by the rapid circulation of 
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this pcnctriiting j^nd animating fire that our fcn- 
faiions are perlormed. We all know, that in 
damp and hazy weather, when it feems to be 
blunted and abCorbed by the hunnidity ; when its 
mdivity is ioft, and little or none of it can becol- 
leded ; w« ever find oor iptrits more languid, 
and cqir fenfibility lefs acute : but in the (irocc 
vind at Naples, when the air feems toidiy de- 
fUYti of it, tbe whole fyftem is unftrung, and 
the nerves feem lo Me both their tenfion and 
elafttcitj, till the north er weft wind awakens the 
adivicy of ibis animating power^ which foon rcr 
(lores the tone, and enlivens all nature, which * 
feeiQed to droop and languifli durmg its abfence. 

It is iikewife well known, that there have beoi 
inftances of the hunoan body becomii^ eleSric 
without the n>ediation of any eledric fubftance, 
^r^ even emitting fparks of fire with a difagree- 
able fenfatioq, and an extreme degree of nervous 
fcnfibilify. 

About feven or eight years ago, a lady in Swit- 
zerland was affeded in this manner, and though 
I was not able to leara all the particulars of her 
cafe, yet feveral Swifs gentlemen have confirmed 
to mp the truth of the ftory.-rr-r^She was uncom- 
monly fenfible of every change of weather, and 
had her e)edrical feelings ftrongeft in a clear day, 
or during the paflage of thutider^clouds, when 
the. air is (cnpwn to be replete with tbat flak). 
.Her cafe> like moft others which the dolors can 
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make nothing of, Avas deckted to be a nervous 
one, for the real meaning of that term I take to 
be only, that the phyfician does not underftand 
what it is« 

Two gentlemen of Geneva had a fhort expe- 
rience of the fame fort of complaint, though ftill 
in a much fuperior degree. Profeflbr Saufliirc 
and young- Mr. Jalabert, when travelling over one 
of the high Alps, were Caught amongft thunder- 
clouds ; and to their utter aftoniihment, found 
their bodies fo full of efearical fire, that fpopta- 
neous flafhes darted from their fingers with a 
crackling noife, and the fame kind of fenfation 
as when ftrongly eleftrified by art. This was" 
communicated by Mr. Jalabert to the Academy 
of Sciences at Paris, I think, in the year 1 763 j 
and you will find it recorded in their memoirs,. 

It feems pretty evident, I think, that thcfe 
feelings were owing to the bodies being poflefled 
of too greJit a ihare of eleftric fire. This is an 
uncommon cafe ; but I do not think it at ^11 im- 
probable, that many of our invalids, particularly 
the hypochondriac, ^nd thofe we call ^Ma/a4^s 
Imaginatres, owe their difagrceable feelings to 
the oppofite caufe, or the bodies Ibeing ponefjed 
of too fmall a quantity of this fi^e ; for we find 
that a diminution of it in the air feldom fails to 
incrcafe their uncafy fenfations, and vice ver/a. 
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Perhaps it might be of fervice to theCe people 
to wear fome eledric fubdance next their ikin^ 
to defend the nerves and fibres from the damp, 
or non-eledric air. I would propofe a waiftcoat 
of the fined flannel, which (hould bei^ept per- 
fedly clean and dry ; for the effluvia of the body» 
ID cafe of any violent perfjpiration, will foon de- 
ftroy its eleSric quality.: This fhould be co- 
rered by another of the fame fize of fiUc. The 
animal heat, and the friSion that erercife muft 
occafion betwixt thefe two fubftances, prjodoce 
a powerful eledricity ; and would form a kind 
of eledric atmo(phere around the body, that 
might poflibly be one of the befl prefervatives 
againft the effeft of damps. 

As for our Swifs lady, 1 have little doubt that 
her complaints were owing in great part, perhaps, 
entirely, to her drcfs ; and that a very fmall al- 
teration, almofl in any part of it, would effedu- 
ally have cured her. A lady who has her head 
furrounded wi^h wires^ and her hair (luck fiill of 
metal pifs,and who at the fame time (lands upon 
dry filk, is to all intents and purpofesan eledrical 
condudor infolated, and prepared for collefting 
the fire from the atmofphere : And it is not at 
alt furprifing, that during thunder-ftorms, or 
when the air is extremely replete with eleQrical 
matter (he (hould emit fparks^^ and exhibit other 

appearances of eleftricily. 1 imagine a 

very trifling change of drefs, which from the 
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conftant vcrfatility of their modes may fomc day 
take place, would render this lady's difeafe alto- 
gether epidemical amoi^ft the fex* Only let the 
foles of their (hoes 1>e <nade of an eledric (ub- 
ftance^ and let the wire of their caps» ^nd pins 
of their hair^befomewhat lengthened and pointed 
outwards ; and I think there is liitle doubt, that 
they will often find themfelves in an eleSri^ed 
. ftate : But> indeed, if they only wear filk^ or 
eyen worfled dockings,, it may fpatetiines prove 
fufficient ; for I have often infolated ^le&rpme- 
ter& as perfeSly by pla^ipg ;them op a ^ piece qf 
dry Tilk or flannel,, as on glafs; ■ .: : ; . i 'i 

How little do our ladies, ,ima^inci„ when they 
furround their heads with wire, the moft pow- 
erful of all condudors ; and at (he fi^me time 
wear dockings, flioeSj^ and gowns of ftlk» one of 
the moft powerful, repellent^, that they prepare 
their bodies in the fame manner, and ac<:Qcdii0g to 
the fame principles as eledricians prepare their 
conduSors for attradiog the fire of lightning! 
If th^y cannot be brought to relincjuiih their wire 
caps and their pins, n^ight they not fall upon 
fome fuch prefervatiye as thofe which of late 
years have been ^plied to objeQs of lefs confe* 
. quence ? • 

Suppofe that every lady ihould provide herfelf 
with a fmall chain or wire, to be' hooked on at 
pleafuee during thunder-ftorms. This iioutd 
pafc from her cap over the thickeft part of her 
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hair, which will prevent the fire from betog 
communicated to her bead ; and fe down to the 
ground. Iris plain this willadin the fame man- 
ner as the condudors on the tops of fteeples, 
which from the metal fpires that are commonly 
fkced tfa^re, analogous to the pina and wires, 
were fo irable to accidents. You imy laugh at 
att this, but I aflure you I never was more fe» 
rious b my life. A verj amiable lad j of my ac- 
quaintance, Mrs. Douglas, of Kelfo, had sdmoft 
{oft faer life by one of thofe caps niounted on wire» 
She was (landing at an open window during a 
thunder-ftorm : The li^tning was attraded by 
the wire, and the cap was burnt to aihes ; hap- 
pily her hw was- in its natural ftate, wtthoul 
powder, pomatum, or pins ; and prevented the 
£re from being conduced to her head ; for as 
Ihe felt no kind of fliock, it is probable that it 
went off from the wires of the cap to the wall, 
clofe to which ihe then ftood. If it had found 
any eondudor to carry it to her head or body, 
in all probdxlity ihe mtift have lieen killed.-— 
A good ftrong head of hair, if it is kept perfedly 
clean and dry. Is probably one of the bcft prcfer^- 
Yatives againft the fire of lightning. But fo foon 
"fls it is {lu£Fed full of powder and pomatum, 
and bound together with pins, its repellent force 
is loft, and it becomes a condu^or. * But I beg 

* Since the writingof thefe letters, the author has 
made fpine expisriments on the electricity of hair ; 
y^U^ t^nd fA]i to^c^vin^e himthe more of what 
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pdirdon for thefc furmWes : I throw them in your 
way only for you to improve upon at your lei- 
fure : For we have it ever in our power to be . 
making experiments in eledricity : And although 
this fluid i^ the moft fubtik and aftive of any we * 
know, we can command it ^n all occafions ; arid 
I am pow fo aceuRomed to its operations, that I 
feldom cdffib my bair^ or pull off a flocking, 
without obferving them under fome form or 
other. How (iirprifing is it then, that mankind 

hp has advaofiad. A lady had told kina, that on 
combing her b^ir in fr^y y^^^^h^, in the dark^ flie 
had foon^liroe;^ obferv^d fparks of fir? to ifljiic from 
it. This made him think of alteipplingio cpjlcft 
the electrical fire from hair alone, withpijt th^ af- 
(iftance of any other electrical apparatus, ^o this 
end, be defired a young lady to ftand on a cake of 
becs-^waz, and to comb her lifter's hair, who was fit- 
isng on 1» chair be£ore.her% Soon aft«<r fiie benn to 
copib^ ^be yowng Wy on the wax was greatly afto- 
piOied to find h^r whple body eleQf ifi^d; jdarting oat 
(p^rks oif fire agaiaft every obje£t th$it appjFo^cheid 
her. The air wasextrepiely eledtricaU, and afiFeCled 
an electrometer at a ver^ great diftanc^ : He charged 
a metal condtidtof from it with great eafe ; and in 
in the fpace of a few ipinutes coUeCled as much fire 
immediately from the 'hairj as to kindle cc^mmon 
fpirits ; and by maans of a iinall ^ial gaire nMiny 
fmart fhocks to all the company. A/nULaCCOuat of 
thefe experiments was lately read before the Royal 
Society* They were made during the time pf ^ very 
hard froft, and on a ftron^ head of hs^ir, where no 
powder or pomatum had been ufed f($r many xuonths* 
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ihould have Uvtd and breathed in it for fo rnanj 
thoufaiKl years, witiiout aknoft ever fuppoiin| 
that it exifled ! But to return to our mountain. 

Recupera told me he had obGu'v^ the £i0ie 

; phaenomenon herejM^t is, coijoaiOB.in the erupti- 
ons of mount Vefoviusy viz. jed foriced Ugbtning 
darting/rom (he^imoker withoi^t been followed 
hy (he noife of thunder^ The reafon pofllibly is, 

I that the crater ai^d fmoke is at that time fo bighlj 
eledrical, that like a cylinder or globe, heated 

f by fri&ion, it throws off fpontaneous fiaflies into 
the air, without being brought into the attrac- 
tion of any condudor, or body Icfs eleSric than 
itfelf; (indeed the fpontaneous difcharges from 
a good eiedrical globe, often bear a perfeft re- 

' femblance to this kind of lightning :) however, if 
a non-elefiric cloud were to pafs near the crater 
at that, time, the crafh of thunder would proba- 
bly be very violent,' which indeed b often the 
cafe when the air is full of wet cbuds in the 
lime of Ifn ' eruption ; but when this does not 
happen, the equilibrium is probably reflored by 
degrees, and without any (hock, from the furplus 
of eledrical matter being gradually communica- 

, ted to the earth and (p^ all atQuadthe mountain'; 

;tbe immenfe lavas that have run from it, fervii^ 
as condudors. 

So highly elcdnc is the vapour of volcano?, 
"that it has b^yn obfervtd in fomCj eruption? both 
of ^tna and Yefuvlus, that the whole trad ot 
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fmokeywhichfometimes extended above loomikft, 
produced the moft dreadful effeQs ; killing (hep- 
herds and flocks on the mountains ; blafting trees^ 
and fetting fire to houfes ; wherever it met with 
them on an elevated fituation. Now probably 
the flying of a kite, with a wire round its (Iring, 
would foon have difanned this formidable cloud. 
Thefe effcfts, however, only happen when the 
air is dry and little agitated, but when it is full 
of moid vapour, the great rarefadion from the 
heat of the lava generally brings it down in vio- 
lent torrents of rain, which foon convey the elec- 
trical matter from the clouds to the earth, and 
reftorcs the equilibrium. 

As Reciipcro, who is a facetious and an agrce- 
' able companion, wa^ kind enough to fit a good 
deal >ivith nie during my confinement, I have ga- 
thered many remarks from his converfation, that 
may perhaps be worthy of your attention. 

The variety of waters about ^tna, tie tetls 
me, is furprifing. 1 have already nientiotied the 
Fiume Freddo, or the river of Acis TRecupero 
confirms \^hat I had been told of it. There is a 
lake on the north of the mountain, of about three 
miles in circumference, which receives feveral 
confiderable rivers ; yet, although there is no 
apparent outlet, it* never overflows its banks. I 
fuggefted the probability of a fubterraoeous.com- 
niunication betwixt this and the Flume Freddo. 
He faid there was no refemblance in the qualit]^ 
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of their waten; however^ I think it is probdUe 
that in a cour fe of fo many miles, through the 
caverns of JEtm, full of falts and minerals, it 
may a^qpif e both its cold and its vitriolic quali- 

There is another lake on the top of a tnonn* 
ts^m to the wed of ^tn^f the bottom of which 
could never be found. It h obferved never either 
to rile or fall, but always topreferve the fame 
. level. It 11 undoubifedly ^ crater of that jbouh- 
tab (which is all of burnt ipatter) converted into 
g lake. The river which f^fpties the baths of 
Catania is of a very different palore : It nevfr 
continues the fame, but b perpetually changing. 
Its cvrreQt is for the moft part confined vnder 
ground by the lavas ; but (bmetimes it buWls 
out with fuch violence that the city has fuffered 
greatly from it ; and what b 0ill more unfortu- 
nate, tbefe eruptions are generally followed by 
fome epidemical diftemper. It has now been 
Gonftantly diminifliing fqr thefe two years pad, 
^d is at prefent .almoft reduced to nothing. 
They are in perpetual dread of its breaking oitf, 
and laying wafie their fields, as it has fo often 
done before. What is lingular, it generally 
burds out after a long tra^ of the dried and 
warmed weather* The ^tnean academy have 
never been able to account for this circumflance. 
I think it is moft probable, that it arifes from the 
melting of the fnow pn ^tna# but I (hall not pro- 
tend to fay how. Thefe, perhaps, overfilling 
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the cavcms that ofually receive their water, the 
furplus is carried oflF into this river. 

The river of Alcantara certainly takes its rife 
from the mehing of thefe fnows. Its waters, I 
obferved, ar^ of the fame whitilh colour as all 
the rivers are, that run from the Glacieres 
amongft the Alps. There are feveral periodical 
fprings on -ffitna, that ^ow only during the day, 
and flop during the night. Thefe ^re naturally 
and^aHly accounted for from the melting pf the 
foow ; for it melts only during the day, beinjf 
liard frozen every riight, even in the hotteft 
jeafon. There are likewife a variety of poifon- 
-ous , fprings, feme of fo deadly a quality, th^t 
birds and beads hnYt been found lying dead 
on their banks, from having drunk of their wai- 
ter. But (what is perhaps ftill more fingular) 
Rccupero told me, that about twenty years ago, 
a rent opened iti the mountain, that for a confi- 
derable time fent forth fo mephitic a vapour, 
that like the lake Avernus, birds were fuffpcated 
in 6ying over it. 

. There are many caverns where the air is fp 
extremely cold, that U is impoflible to fupport it 
for any time. Thefe the peafants make ufe of 
as refervoirs for the fnow^ and indeed they make 
the fined ice-houfes in the world, preferving It 
hard frozen during the hotteft fummers. It 
would be endlefs to give an, account of all the ca- 
veriis, and other curious appearances about MiMu 
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Kircher fpcaks of a cave which be faw, capable, 
he fays, of containing 30,000 men. Here, he 
adds, numbers of people have been loft from 
their temerity in going too far. One of thefe ca- 
verns ftill retains the name of Proferpine, from 
its being (uppofed by the ancients, the paflage 
by which Pluto conveyed her into his dominioBs; 
on this occafion Ovid defcribes Ceres^ as fearcb- 
ing for her daughter, with two trees which flie 
had plucked from the mountain, and lighted by 
way of torches. Thefe he calls Teda, which is 
.ftill the name of a tree, I have feen no where 
but on mount ^tna. It produces a great quan- 
'l;y of rofin, and was furely the moft proper tree 
^Ceres could h;ive pitched Qpon,fojr her purpofe. 
This roHn is called CataJana, and is efteemed a 
cure for fores* . » : * . 

I have mentioped the great variety of flowers, 
trees, &c. on mount JEim. I have found a long 
Bft of them in Mafla ^ but as I am not acquaint-^ 
'cd with their Sicilian names, I can make little 
out of it. I have engaged a perfon here to pro- 
cure me a colleQion of their feeds in the feafon. 
I find of the number, the ^innamon,. farfaparHla, 
faffafras, rhubarb, and maqy ytjiers that I thought 
had not b^ea natives qf pyrjope. The Palma 
Chrifti too, that^plant fo much celebrated of late, 
from the feed of which the eaUor oil is made, 
grows both here and in ipany othef places of Si- 
cily, in the greateft abundance. Our botanifts 
have called it Ricious^ Anxericanus^. fuppoiing it 
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only to* beijM-oducted in that part of the world. 
A Bath phyfician, I remember, has lately writ- 
ten a treatifeon this plant, and the virtues of the 
oit extraSed frcto its feed, which he makes afort 
of Catholicon. You may fcelieve ^e fhall not ' 
leave Sicily without providing ourfelvcs with a ' 

quantity of this precious feed. .. ^ •• . 

• • - •' * 
Mouiit ^tna, I find, is as much celebrated by 
the ancients as the moderns, for the variety of 
its odoriferous produ3ions. Plutarch fays, their 
fmell was fo ftrong, that on many places of the 
niountafn it was impoflible to hunt. I (hall tran- 
fcribe » thcpaffage^ as ' it is^ before ncie in' an old 
tranflation I have borrowed : ** Circum £tnam 
** in Sicilia neminem ferunt cum canibus vena- 
'^ tum iri ; quia enim multos perpetuo illic ut 
** in viridario prata^ collefque flores itiittunt a 
^' fragraittia^ quse earn oram occupat, obfufeare 
** ferarum anhelationes, .&"c." Ariftotle has 
likewife a paflage to the very fame purpofe ; but 
ibis may fuffice. 

There were formerly a variety of wild beads 
in the woOdy regions of ^tna ; but notwith- 
flanding this advantage they had over the dogs 
and hunters, the numbf r of thefe.is now greatly 
reduced. T^ have ftill however the wild boar, 
the roebuck) and a kind of vnld goat ; but the 
race />f flags, which was much celebrated, as 
well as tliat of bears, is thought to be extind. 
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Several ptiAces of the mouiiuln are ftilt named 
from thofe aoimals. 

The horfes and cattle of mourn ^tna were 
eOeemed the bed in Sicily. The cattle are ftiil 
of a large &zz, and have horns of fuch a lengdi> 
that they are prefervci^ as quriofities is fome mu* 
feitos. The horfesy I am afraid, have degene- 
rated. 

There are faid to be quiDttties of porcufmies 
and land tortoifes o« fome paru of ^tna ; but 
we had not the good fortune to meet vritb any 
of thenu Neither did we fee any eagles or vuI*-~ 
tures, which are likewUe laid to be inhabitants 
of thb mountain. 

The accounts given of mount ^tna by (he 
old Sicilian authors (feveral of whom I hate 
borrowed from Recupero) are very various. 
Some of them defcribe the hollow of the crater 
as being feven or eight miles in ctrcumfereKe, 
fome make it five, and others only three. And 
probably aU of them are right ; fori find, by all 
their accounts that generally once in about 106 
years, the whole crater has fiillen down into the 
bowels of the mountain: That in procefs of time, 
a new crater is feen peeping out of the gulph ; 
which, perpetually increafing by the matter 
thrown up, is by degrees raifed again to its an* 
cient height^ till at laftbecomidg too heavy for 
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its hollow foundations, it again gives way, and 
at once finks down into the mountain. This 
happened about lOO years ago, ill the year 
1669, as recorded by Borelli, whofc account of 
it I have before me. ** Univerfum cacumen, 
^* cpi)^ ad iltftar (ptcal^^ fhx tutm, ad ingen« 
*' tern akittidinem ckvabatut, cjuod una cum 
«* iraft* pUiftiie arenofe dcpreflk, atquc abfotpta 
** eift ini im>findani TOi^ginenrt,'* &c- The 
fame likc^wife happened in the year 153^, a^ re- 
corded by Faz^eilo and Fiioteo ; ihd in the ytzn 
I444> i^^gt and K57. Of all thefc I hav6 
rdftd an atcount ; bat probably bttwixr the tv^o 
laA mendMed) there has been another that is hot 
recx>rded^ ^^ the ii^tenrals betwhft all the reft are 
pretty flcdriy equal. 

Some of them give i, dreadful account of it. 
Folcando, one of their hiftorians, tells us, it 
Ihook the whole ifland, and refounded through 
all ite fliores. Aftd their pwt Errico fays, dn 
the fame o^cafion : 

** S^od4 il/iia gran mugito * 

'« Per miU0^piagg£ elidi.'* 

V 

<* The bellowing dire a thotifend lands r^fouttd, 
<* Whofe trembling (hores return the dreadful 
found." 

In all probability^ thi^ event will very foon hap- 
pen, as the circumference of the crater is no- 
where recorded to have been reduced to lefs than 
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three miles ; and Recupero fays> it is at prefent 
only three miles and a half ; befides« loo years, 
the common period, has now elapfed iince its 
UftfalL 

There are many (lories of people perilhing by 
their temerity, in being too curious fpedators of 
the eruptions of thb mountain ; but there are 
ftill niany more, of thofe that have been miraca- 
loufly faved by the interpofition of fome faint or 
the virgin, who are fuppoled to be in a perpe^ 
tual (late of warfare with the devils in mount 
JEtM. That part of the ifland where £tna 
ftands, has ever been named // Fal DemMt, from 
the frequent apparitions of thefe devils. It 
makes one third of the ifland. The other two 
are named the Fal di Not9, and the Fal di Maz^ 
xara* 

There is one ftory, though a very old one, that 
is ftill related at fC^atania ; it is taken notice of 
by Seneca^ Ariftotle, Strabo, and others. In 
the time of a great eruption, when the fire was 
pouring down upon Vbe city, and every one was 
carrying off his moft valuable effeds ; two rich 
brothers, named Anfinomus and AnapiaSf n^le&- 
ing all their wealth, efcaped from the conflagra- 
tion with their aged parents on their backs. Thefe 
authors add, that the fire, refpeding fuch filial 
piety, fpared them, whilft many others that took 
the (ame road were confumed. 
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This zGdon has been wondcrfdiy extolled, 
atid proves, I think, that fates of this kind were 
by IK) means common in thofie days.-r— Now, 
pray, don't you think, in the work! at prefent, 
bad as it. is fuppofed to be, there are few fans, 
who woidd not have afted in the fame manner ? 
and fare I am, the reft of mankind would nbt 
have made fuch a fufs about it. Humanity and 
natural afFeflion, I beh'eve, in thofe ages we are 
inclined to extol fo much, were not by many de- 
grees fo powerful as they are at prefent. Even 
the pious iEneas himfelf, ortc of the moft re** 
nowned of all their heroes, was in effcft but a 
favage, notwithftanding all that Virgil fays to 
perfuade us of the contrary ; for you find him 
facrificing his weak and captive enemies, at the 
fame time that he is canting and preaching up 
piety and juftice. 

TbeCe two brothers were fo celebrated for this 
a£tion, that there was a difpute betwixt Syracufe 
and Catania, which of thefe cities had giy^ 
them birth ; and temples were erefted in both 
of them, dedicated to Filial Piety, in memofjr 
of the event, _, 

In the accounts of the more recent deftroc- 
tionsof Catania, there occurs no inftaijce of this 
fort. We find them only lamenting the lofs of 
priefts and nuns, and very much out of humour at^^ 
their fatnt^, for allowing the deviU to get.th^ be^ ^ 
ter of them. I have been a good deal entertained 

Vol. I. I 
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tained with fome of thofc authors. Selvaggio, 
one of their poets^ fpeaking of the terrible earth- 
quake in the year ii69» that deilroyed Catania, 
and buried multitudes of people in the ruins, de- 
fcrlbes it in the following manner, which may 
ferve as a fpecimen of the poetry of that time : 

** Cataneam doleo, dolor eft mirerabile di^u : 
Clara potens antiqua fuit ; plebe, idilite, clero, 
Divitiis, auro, fpecie, virtute, triurophis. 
Hea terras moiu ruit ilia potentia rerum ! 
Morte'rult juvenis, inorltur vir, fpbnfa, maritus. 
Unde fuperbit homo ? Deus una diruit hora 
Turres, ornattis, veftes^ cundtofque paratus. 
la tanto geiiiitu periit pars oiaxima gentis, 
Proh dolor! et monachi qundraginta quatuor etplus^ 
Et periit paftor patriz, paler ipfe Johannes 
Pontificalis honor, Jux regni fie periere." 

But another, Gufianavilla, one of their hiftorians, 
gives a very different account of this affair ; as 
it is likewife fomewhat curious in its way, I 
ihall copy it for your amufcment : " In omnem 
**fterram, et in fines orbis terrae jam exiit plaga 
**ulla, qua nuper in Sicilia percuffi funt Catanen- 
<Vfcs in vigilia B. Agathae: cum epifcopus ille 
** damnatiffinius, qui, ficut fcitis, fibi fumpfit 
<* honorero, non vocatus a Domino, tanquam 
<* Aaron, et qui ad fedem illam, "non ele6lione 
<< canonica,, fed Giezitica venalitate intravit ; 
<* cum, inqtiam, abominationis offerret incenfum, 
'*:i[ntonuit de coelo Dorhinus, et ecce terrae mo- 
"-fus fadus eft magnum ; aiigelus enim Domini 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



3ICILY ANIX MALTA. 17I 

** percuticns epifcopum in furore Domini cum 
** pqpulo, ct univerfa civitate,iubvertit." 

He adids, that if St, Agatha's veil bad not 
been produced, the angel of the Lord was 
in fuch a fury, that he would not have left one 
foul alive. 

There is a curious painting of the great erup- 
tion in 1 669, in the cathedral of this place. It 
is but indifferently painted, but gives a dreadful 
idea of that event, feorrejli, ^yho was ppon the 

fpot, defcribes it. He. fays on the f ith of 

March, fometime before the lava burft out, after 
yiolent earthquakes and dreadful fubterraiieous 
bellowing, a rent was opened in the mountain 
twelves miles long : in fome places of which, 
when they threw down ftones, they could not 
hear them ftrike the bottom. He fays, that 
burning rocks, fixty palms in length, were 
: thrown to the diftance of a mile ; and that the 
giants fuppofed to be buried under mount iEtna, 
fee'roed to have renewed their war againfl: hea- 
ven : that ftones of a leflfer fize were carried 
upwards of three miles ; and that the thunder 
and lightnirig from the fmoke was fcarce lefs ter- 
rible than the noife of the mountain. He adds, 
that after the moft violent flruggles and ftiaking 
of the whole, ifland, when the lava at laft burft 
through, it fprung up into the air to the height 
of fixty palms.-— In Ihort, he defcribes that event, 
la 
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as wen as the univerfal terror and confternation it 
occafionedi in terms ftiU of horlror. For many 
weeks the fun did not appear, and the d^y feemed 
to be changed into night. Sboii after the lava 
got vent, which was not till four iponths fronl 
the time that the mountain began to labour, all 
thefe dreadful fymptoms abated, and it was foon 
after perfedly quiet. 

He fays, this deluge of fire, after deftroying 
the fined country in Sicily, and fweeping away 
churches, villages, 2Xtd convents, broke over the 
lofty walls of Catania, and covered up five of its 
hafiions with the intervening curtains. From 
thence pouring down on the city, it deftroyed 
every objcft it met with, overwhelming and bu- 
rying all in one promifcuous ruin. 

What he regrets moft, was fome precious re- 
mains of antiquity; the names, the fituation, and 
even the memory of whofe exiftence, is now loft 
la the place. He mentions an amphitheatre, 
which he calls CoWfeOy the Circus Maximusy 'the 
Naufnachia, and feveral temples. 

An account of this grcdt eruption was fent to 
Charles II. by Lord Winihelfea, who was then 
returning from his erabaffy at Conftantmople, and 
flopped here on purpofe to fee fo remarkable an 
event. But his lordfhip has not been at that 
pains to examine it as we could have wiflied. His 
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curiofity was fatisfied in one day ; and he feems 
to have been contented only to look at the lava 
at a great diftance ; but did not think of examin* 
ing its fource, or afcending the mountain, altho' 
at that time all the moft formidable circumftances 
of the eruption were already over. 

I (bould not finiOi this account of mount ^tna» 
without faying fomethiug of the various fables and 
aHegories to which ft has given rife ; but it would 
probably lead me into too vaft a 6eld| and give 
this more the ah* of a differtatioti than a letter or 
a journal. Thefe you will eafily recoiled. Th6y 
have afforded ample employment for the mufe, 
in all ages, and in all languages ; and indeed the 
philofoph^r and natural biftorian have found, in 
the real properties of this mountain, as ample a 
fund of fpecula^ioo, as the poets have done in the 
fiftitious. It is fo ^ften mentioned by the an- 
cient writers, that it has been faid of ^tna, as 
well as of Greece : 

% '' J^uIIqih eft fine nomine faxure.^ 

Indeed, I am afraid this faying Was much more 
applicable to it formerly than it is at prcfent ; 

, for we even found feveral large mountains that 
had no name ; and it does not at all appear, that 
the number of philofophers in Sicily have by any" 
means increafed in the later ages. Their ambi- 

, tion is no^r changed ; and if they can get a faint 
to keep the devils of -ffitna in order,, they trouble 
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themfelves very little about the caufe of its opera- 
tions, and do not value their ifland half fo much 
for having given birth to Archimedes or Empc- 
docles, as to St. Agatha and St. Rofolia. 

The ancients, as well as the modems, feem 
ever to have confidered ^tna as one of the 
higheft mountains on the globe. There are 
many paflages in their authors that (hew this ; 
tho* "perhaps, none more ftrongly than their 
making Deucalion and Pyrrha take refuge on 
the top of it, to fave themfelves from the univer- 
fal deluge*. 

I (hall now conclude this lorig^ account oT 
mount JEttiB, with Virgil's celebrated defcrrption 
of it in the third -ffineid, which has been fo much 
admired. You may compare it with the follow- 
ing defcription of the famous poet Raitano, held, 
I affure you, in full as high eftimation by the 
Sicilians. 

" Nel mezzo verib I'ethere avvicdna 
jEtna la fronte fua cinta di orrori, 
E con ifpavantevole rovlna 
Rimbomba, e con orribili fragori. 



* Calaclyfmus, quod nos diluvium d'cimus, cum 
fa£tus eft, onuie genus humanum int€lriit praeter Deu- 
^alionem.et Pyrrham, qui in montcm iEtnam qui 
altilTimus in Sicilia efle diciturfugerunt, &c. 

HiGlNUS. 
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Sovente n€gri nubi al ciel deftina 
Fumanti di atro turbine, c di'urdoru 
Ergi globbi di fiamma, e fu lambifce ^ 
Le ftelle oniai con infuocaie ftrifcic j 
Scogli, edfvelte vifcere di nionte 
Erruttando tal volta avido eftolle ; 
E con gcmiti vomita, e con ontc 
Llquifatii macigni, e in fondo boUc." 

So fmgs the Sicilian mufe ; ^you will not 
however hefitate to give the preference to the 
^HoRian one ; although the former is evidently 
ftolen from her. 



•« Horrificis juxta tonat iEtna rulais,. 

Intcrdumque ajraip prorumpit ad aethera nubeiu, 
Turbine fumantein piceo etcandente favilla, 
Attolitque giobos flammaruno, et (idera lambit. 
Interdumque fcopulos, arolfaque vifcera montis 
Erigh eru£tanfl, liqiiefaftaque faxa fiib auras 
Cum gem it u glomterat, fundoque exxftuat imo.*' 

But both thefe havtfbecn greatly out-done by 
the wonderful imagination of our great country- 
man Sir Richard Blackmore ; who accounts at 
once for the whole phaenomena of ^tna, by the 
firtiple idea of giving the mountain a fit of tjio 
colic : A thought that had efcaped alt the poets 
and philofophers of antiquity, and feems for ever 
to have been referved for the profound genius of 
this great matter and father of- the Bathos. • I 
have forgot the paflage ; biit you will find^it,^!' 
think, in prince Arthur. 
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The philofophical poet Lucretius, has like- 
wife mentioned the eruptions of rSount ^tna ; 
but Pindar is the oldeft poet we know of, that 
has taken any notice of them. His defcription 
is, I think, the mod fatisfa3ory of all, and con- 
veys a clearer idea both of the noountaifl itfetf, 
and an eruption of the mountain, than either the 
Roman or Sicilian poet, though it is not near fo 
much laboured, nor worked up with all that 
variety of circumltances, they have found means 
to introduce. Its greateft £auLt is, that Pindar 
had fiili kept in view that abf«nxi idea of the an- 
cients, that Jupiter had buried the giants under 
mount ^tna ; and that their ftruggling to get 
loofe, was the caufe of its eruptions : But even 
this he touches but (lightly, as if afhamed to give 
fuch a reafon. 'f he pailage is tranilated into 
Englifli by Mr. Weft. 

** Now under iiaoking Cuma's fulph'rous coaft 
And vaft Sicilia, lici his lortiir'd bretft. 
By fnowy iEtna, nurfc of endlefs froft, 
The mighty prop of h«aven for ever preft. 
Forth from whofe flaming caverns ifluing rife 
Tremendous fountains of pure liquid fire, 
Which veil in ruddy mifts tbenooB-day (kie$ 
While wrapt in fmoke the eddying flames afpire ; 
Of gleaming thro* the night with hideous roar. 
Far o'er the^ red'ning main huge rocky fragments 
po»r.'* 

This paffage decides what has been much 
difptited, that -ffi'lna, was in thefe early ages, of 
as great an elevation as at prefent. It has been 
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alleged, that volcanos always increafe in height 
till they are extingulfhed, when they are fup- 
pofed to moulder down, and by degrees fink into 
the caverns that are below them, lite the aftruni> 
and the folfaterra at Naples: However we find 
that ^tna was at that time as now, covered 
with eternal fnows, and was fuppofed^ like Atlas^ 
to be one of the great props of heaven. But 
what pleafes me the moft in this defcription is, 
that it proves beyond the poflibility of a doubt,, 
that in thcfe very remote eruptions, it was com- 
mon for the lavas of MtnsL to run a great way 
' out to fea. The conclufion, I think, is fully 
as juft, and perhaps not lefs fublime, than the 
** avolfaque vifcera montis erigit eruSans** of 
Virgil, which, I muft own, I think rather comes 
too near Sir Richard's fit of the colic. 

Thucydides fpeaks of three eruptions of this 
mountain ; but is not fo particular as we could, 
have wiftied. He does not mention the date of 
the firft ; but fays, it was the earlieft after the 
arrival of the Greeks in Sicily. The fecond 
happened about the time of the 77th Olympiad, 
and thie laft in that of the 88th, which was nearly 
about the period when Pindar wrote ; fo that we 
cannot doubt that his defcription is taken from 
the accounts he had heard of fome of thofe erup- 
tions, the cjircun:^ftanccs of which, no doubt, at 
that time, had afforded matter of converfation 
all over Greece. 

1 5 
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I think we may now try to take leave of lEtng,, 
though I am afraid, during the remainder of our 
expedition, we (hall meet with nothing worthy 
to fucceed it. We (hall fail from hence to- 
morrow morning; and expeft to fleep at Syra- 
cufe, as it is only about fifty miles diftant. 
I (hall write to you again from the ruins of that 
celebrated city. Farewell. 

Ever yours. 
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LETTER XII. 



o. 



Sjracufe, June ift» 

'N the 51ft of May we embarked 
on board a felucca, and fet fail for the mighty 
Syracufe. The wind was favourable, and for 
fome time we went at a great rate. The vicAV- 
of mount Mtn^l for the whole of this little 
voyage, is wonderfully fine, and the bold bkck 
coaft formed for near thirty mile^, of the lav^ 
of that immenfe volcano, gives the moft awful 
idea of its eruptions. There is no part of this 
coaft nearer than thirty miles to its fummit ; and 
yet there has hardly been any great eruption, 
where the lava has not feached the fea, aridMri- 
ven back its waters ^to a great diftance, leaving 
high rocks and promontories, that for ever fet its 
waves at defiance, and prefcribe their utmoft 
limits. What a tremendous fcene muft the 
meeting betwixt thefe adverfe elements have: 
formed ! i . ,; • i •. 

We may eafily conceive the variety of changes 
this coaft has undergone in the fpace of fdme 
thoufand of years, as every great eruption muft 
have made a confiderable cfifference. Virgil is 
wonderfully minute aiidexaft in hk geography 
of Sicily ; and this is the only pat-t'of the iflind'f 
that feems to be/materially altfered fince his 
time. He fays there was a' very laVge*port at- 
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the foot of ^tnji, where ihips were fecure from 
every wind ; 
^* Portus ab accelfu ventorum immotus et ingens ;** 
of which, at prefcnt, there are not the leaft re- 
mains. It is probably the fanae that was called 
by the Sicilians the port of Ulyfles ; which is 
often mentioned by their writers. The place of 
its exigence is dill (hewn betwixt three and four 
miles up the country, amopgft the kvas of ^tna. 
However, I can fee no fort of reafon why they 
have called this the port of Ulyfles : For furely 
Homer does not bring his hero near the prccinSs 
of mount i£tna. Indeed I think it is evident, 
th^t this volcano did ;iot jburn during the time 
of Honker, nor for fome ages preceding it, other- 
wife a is not potTiWe, tjiat, .he would have foid 
fa tmfch of Sicily, without taking any notice of 
ib^ gfeat and capital an .objeS, which, of all 
Cjthffs, the darifig and fublime imagination of 
Homf r w ould have been the moft eager to grafp 
at'. It is evident, from his account, that Ulyffes 
hn^td at the weft end of Sicily, oppofite to the 
ifland of Lachaea, now Favignana; almoft two 
hundred miles diftant from this port. 

Virgil, wirh more judgment, lands his hero 
at the foot of iEtna, which gives him an oppor- 
tunity of introducing Tome of thefineft defcrip- 
tions in the.^neifl* But it is (omewhat odd, 
tliat here he m^es ^nqas find one of Ulyflcs's 
conppanions* who had efciped the rage pf Poly- 
phemus, and had lived for Several months in 
the woods and taverns of this mountain. Virgil 
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mud have been aware of this impropriety, as he 
well knew that Homer had landed Ulyfles, and 
placed the pave of Polyphemus at the n»a(l dif- 
tant point of die iflajvl. But he could not pre* 
vail on himfelf to pals mount ^tna. He wa» 
fo thoroughly convinced, that this was the moft 
proper landing place for an epic hero, as well as 
the mo(lj)roper hahitation for the Cyclops, that, 
by a bold poetical licence, he has fairly taken it 
for gra^d, that Homer really made it fo. -In* 
deed, in this paflage, the pieaftire he afFords to 
the imaginatibn of his reader, makes an ample 
amends for his having impofed on his judgment. 
But to return to our voyage. 

The view of the mountain . ffom the fea ia 
more complete and faiiafa^ry than any whert 
on the ifland. . The eye takes in a greater por- 
tion of the circle> and you obferve, with more 
diilindnef^, bow it rifes equally on all fides^ 
from i^s immenfe bafe, overipread with the beau^ 
tiful little mountains I have mentioned ; and at 
wet c^ tra^e the prografs of vegetation from 
tts.utmoft Iw^ufianoe, to where it is checked by 
' the two cxtrenrves of heat and of cold. The dif- 
f<$reBt regions of the mountain are diftinfiMjr 
marked out, by their different colours, and dif- 
ferent produ&ioBs ; eiqpofmg at once to the ra^ 
viibed eye every climate, and every feafon, with 
all their variety ; 

** Where bloffooos, fruiti» and flowers together rife, . 
•• And the whole year in gay confnfion lies." 
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The firft region exhibits every ohjtQt thxt 
charaOerifes fummer and autumn ; the fecond^ 
thofe of the moftxlelightM fpring; the third, an 
eternul and unrekntiiig waiter ; and the fourth^ 
CO/Coiiiplete the contrail^ the regions of uneztin* 
guiihtble fire. ' 

- The circumference of the great bafe df ^tna, 
B^QCupero told mt, he had been at a good deal 
of .pains to afcertatn; as At kkd generally been 
computed only .at a hundred I miles, or little 
more, although the radii of that circle bad ever 
been efteeroed at thirty of tbofe miles ; ati ab- 
furdity in computation that bad put htm upon 
making this enquiry. The refult was, that 
taking the fuppofed diftances of dne place from 
another, all the w^y roufid^ the fuim of the 
whole amounted to one hundred and eighty- 
three miles : an immenr<i circle furely, and 
which is ftill enlarged by every confiderable 
eruption. The whole of this circle is formed of 
lava and burnt matter; and I have obferved^ that 
near the very outermoft borders of it, there have 
been niany little eruptions that^have pierced thro** 
fome of the tbfekeft lavas of ^tna* Thefe fmaH- 
eruptions, at fo vaft a diftance from the great' 
furnace of the mountain, are probably occa- 
fioned by the intenfe heat of the lava, whfeh-' 
cpptinues for many years rardying the air, in the 
caverns it has run over, which burftitig forth 
from its prifon, the lava finks down, and kind- 
ling^ the fulphur and nitre wlili which thefe 
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caverns are filled^ exhibits in miniature the phac- 
nomena of a great eruption. 

There is a large Tandy beach that extends 
from the mouth of the river Siroetus, a great 
way to the.fouth of Catania, and was probably 
continued the whole way to the foot of the 
mountain of Taurominum^X where there are (lilt 
fome remains of the eaft end of it) till it wa» 
|}roken in upon many thoufand years ago by the 
lavas of ^tna ^ which, from a flat fandy fliore^ 
have now converted it into a high, bold, black 
iron coafi. What is a firong proof of this, in 
many places where they have funk deep ^ells^ 
after piercing through the lava^ they have at laft 
come to beds of fli^lb. and fea fanck 

There is . nothing lelfe veyy intcrefting ifi , the 
voyage from jp^taijiia to Syracufe. If you will 
read the conclufton of the third hook of the 
iEneid, you will .find a nnuch better jdefcriptiont 
of it than any. I can give you. The coaft lies 
low, and, except ^tna^ there arc no very ftr'd^- 
ing objeSs. . , ^ . ; , -^ 

We paffed tjie niout^s of feveral rivp rs"': The, 
firft and nioft cdn{Tderable is the Giarretta, or 
river of St. t*aiil, formerly the Simetus,,; and 
Under that namis' celebrated by the poets. Thct 
nymph, Thalia, after her amour with Jupiter, is, 
fiippofed to have been changed into this dream ;. 
and, to avoid the r^fentment of Juno, funk 
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under ground near mount JEtr», and continued 
her fubterrancous courfc to the fea. This river 
was navigable in the time of the Ronians^ and 
Maflfa fays, the only one in the ifland that was 
io. It takes its rife on the north fide of ^tna, 
and furrounding the weft &irts of the mountain, 
fMs into the fea near the ruins of the ancient 
MorgantiOk It no longer finks under ground as 
k did formerly ; but it is no^ celebrated for a 
^oality it does not appear to have pofTeiTed in the 
limes of antiquitjr, as none of the old writers take 
notice of it. It throws tip near its mouth great 
quantities of fine amber: This is carefully ga- 
thered by the peafants in the neighbourhood, and 
brought to Catania, where it is manufadured 
into the form' of croflfes, beads, faints, &c. and 
is fold at high prices to the fuperftitious people 
on tht continent. We bodght feveral of thcfe 
rcfpeftable figuri^, ^tid found them elef^rical in 
ft high degree | powerfully attraSfng feathers, 
ftrawe, and other light bodies ; fomewhat em- 
btematkal, you will (ay, of what they reprefent. 
Some pieces of this amber conta'm files and 
other infeSs curioufly preferved in its fiibdance; 
and we were nofa little entertained with the in- 
genuity of one of the artifts, who has left a large 
blue-bottle- fly, with its wings expanded^ exadly 
over the head of a fabt, to reprefent, he told us, 
hfpiritofantd defcendlng upon him. I have got 
fome fine pieces of this amber^ more eleftric, I 
think, and emitting a ftronger faicll^ than that 
which comes from the Baltic. The generation 
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of this fubflance has loi^ been a coinrovcrted . 
point amongft naturalifts ; nor do I -believe it is 
as yet afcertained^ whether it is a fea or a, land 
produ^on . It is generally fuppofed to be a kind 
of gum or bituraeni that ifllies from the earth ki 
a liquid date, at which time the flies and oQier 
infers that light upon it are caught^ and by their 
ftruggles to get ioofe^ foon work themfelves into 
its fub&aice> which hardening round them, they 
are f/»r ever preferred in the greateft perfedion. 
Large fine pieces are conftantly found at the 
IBQuth of the ^iaietue, fuppofed to itave been 
brott^ down by the ttver ; b«t it is (ingular, that 
ikGiOfe of it is^ev^ found any where but on the fea^ 
ftuH'e; They ha^e Ukewife here a kind of artifi* 
cial amber, made, I am told, from copal ; but ft 
is very dififerent from the natural. 

Not &r from the motith of this river there arc 
two pf ^he largeft lakes in Sfcily ; the Beviere, 
and the Pantana ; the firft of which is fuppofed 
to have been made by Hercules ; in confequence 
of which it was held facred by the ancients. Tlie^ 
arfe full of a variety of fifl\; one fpecies of which, 
called Molletti, is mudi efleemed : the falling 
and exportation of thefe makes a confiderabW 
branch of commerce at Leontini, which is in 
that neighbourh6od : that city is one of the moft 
antient in the ifland, and is fuppofed to have been 
the habitation of the Leftrigons^ 
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The Leontine fields haye been much famed 
for their fertility : Both Diodorus and Pliny af- 
fert that they yielded wheat an hundred -fold, and 
that grain grew fpontaneoufly here without cul- 
ture: But thU was only during the reign of Ceres, 
and is not now the cafe. 

In a few hours failing we came in fight of the 
city of Auguda^ which is beautifully fituated in a 
fmall ifland that was formerly a peninfuia.: It 
was therefore called by the Greeks Cherfonefils* 
B^th the city and fortifications feemconfiderable, 
and are faid to contain About 9000 inhabitants. 
The ruins of the Lilctle Hybla, So celebrated 
for its honey, lie within a few oiilet of tbit^ 
place. 

Some time before our iirrival air Syracufe^ it 
fell a dead calm, and we,fpied a fine tiutle faft 
afleep on the furface of th^ water. Our pilot 
ordered a profound (ilence, and only two oars to^ 
ro^\y,very gently, that if poflible we m'^bt fuiw 
p^rife him. Every thing was put in order, and 
two men were placed ready at the prow to fe- 
curc the prize. We were all attention and ex- 
pedation, ^nd dorfl hardly breathe for fear of 
difturbing him. 

We moved (lowly on, and the. turtle lay ftone- 
ftill ; the two men bent down their bodies, and 
had their arms already in the water to feize iiim. 
No alderman, with all deference be it fpoken, 
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ever beheld this turtle upon the tabic with more 
pleafure^nd fecurity ; nor feafted his imagination 
niore lufcioufly upon the banquet. — - — He was al- 
ready our own in idea, and we were only thinking 
of the various ways in which he fhould bedreffed : 
When, how va'm/and tranfitory iall hurtian pof- 
feffigns! the turtle riiade a plunge, flippied through 
their fingers, and difappeared in a moment, and 
with him all our hopes. We looked very foolifh 
at each other, without uttering a word, till Fullar- 
ton afted me in the fifK>ft provoking tttanrief in the 
worlcj, whether 1 would cbnfe a .little of th^ cal- 
Jipaflijor the calli^ei ' '!rhe two men fhrugge^ 
lip their fboulderSy^nd (MPazienza ^'hut Glo- 
v^r^tofd fcbem. in a rage, that all the'pizieriza oh 
.^anh wa§ noi equal to ra good turtle. [[ 

Soon after this, the remains of^the great 5y- 
racufe appeared ; the remembrance of whofe glo- 
ry,:magnifiocnQe, j^P^ illuftriojis deeds bdih in 
arts and arms, made us for fpcpc-tiitie even foii 
get, (jur turtle. But ala^ !:how are the mighty 
fallen ! This proud city, that vied with Rome 
itfelf, is now reduced to a heap of rvibbifh; for 
what remains of it deferves not the name of a 
city. . W^ rowed round the greateft part of its 
walls without feeing a human creature ; thofe 
very walls that werej the terror of the I^om^ 
arms ; from whenpe Archimedes battered their 
fleets^ ?ind wrth his engines lifted their veflels put 
of the iea, and dalhed thenrr. againil the rocks« 
We found the iat^ricr p^rt of jthe city agreed bm 
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too well witb its externti appearance* There 
wa$ not an inn to be foand ; and after irifiting ail 
the mooaileries and religious frateniiries in feardi 
of beds^ we found the whole of them fo wretch- 
edly mean^and dirty, that we preferred at laft to 
fleep on ftr^w ; bttt even that we could not have 
dean, but ar^ eat up with vermin of every 
kind. 

We had letters fen- the Couat Gaetano, who 
made an apolc^ tlul he.couJd not lodge, us, btit 
in other ce^^s ihewed us saany civilities ; par- 
^ticuUrly in giving us. the id^^his carriage, ia 
e^pUint^ Ihe ruiii$, in pointing oat every thing 
that was worthy of our attentioai; and Ukewrfe 
in giving us letters of recommendation for Malta. 
He is a gentleman of good fenfe, and has written 
feveral treatifes on idic antiquities *oT Sicily. 

i Of the four cities that compoTed the ancient 
Symcufe, there remains only Ortigia^ by much 
the fmatlefl, fituated iti the ifland of that name. 
' it i« about two miles rounds and fuppofed ^o con- 
tain about 1 4,000 inhabitants. The ruins of the 
other three, Tycha, Acradina, and Neapoli, are 
computed at twcntytwo miles in circumference, 
but almoft the whole t)f this fpace is now convert- 
ed into rich vineyards, orchards, and corn-fields; 
the walls of thefc Are indeed every where built 
with broken marbles full of engravings and in- 
fcriptions, but mofl: orthem defaced and fpoiled. 
The principal remains of antiquity are a theatre 
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aiKl $9iphitl«»tf re ; mdny fepukhres^ the Lato« 
miev th^ C|jt»€M)b$^ and the f^ famous ear of 
DioqyQus^ y9%kh it was inq>offible todeftroy. 
Th^ Latorme noiM m^kts^ a ii«bl« Aibeerraneotfs* 
g^doij a«d|is iiidted 6fte^of the moff beautifti and 
romantijc ipots I over behekL MoA of it Isabotrt 
O0e huadfed feet below the level of the earth, 
and of an incredible extent. Tiie vrkole is hevm 
out of a roek ,ts hard as marbW^ eoinfK]4ed ef'st 
concretion of {hd^^, gnuel^ sH)di other fmrine 
bodies. The bottom of ttuisjimmiibDre iffs^rf, 
from whence probably tkr gr(»teft pdnt of Syra-' 
cafe' was 4HBjt| U a^fw coyered ^wi^ an exceiedb^ 
rich, foil ; and asiino wind firom anj point of the- 
conpafr con tqiieh it, it; isi filed with a) gveal 
vafiecy of tfee fioitfk ftirubsanifruiNtrcfs^ which 
bear with vaft luxuriance, and are never btefteik 
The oranges, citrons, bergamots, pomegranates, 
figs, Sfo> are all of i remarkable < ft^e and fine 
quality. Some of theft trees, but ttiore paiti- 
cuWly the olives, grow out of the hard rock ; 
where there is no vifible foil ; and exhibit a very 
uQCommoD and pieafing appearance. 

There is a variety of wild and romantic (benea 
in this curious garden; in the midft of which we 
were furprifed by the appearance of a figure un- 
der one of the caverns, that added greatly to the 

dignity and fojeunnify of^ the place. It was 

that of an aged man, with a long flowing white 
beard that reached down to his middle. His old 
wrinkled face and fcanty grey locks pronounced 
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him a member of fome former age as well a^ 
of tht$» His hands^ which were fliook by the 
palfy^ held a fort of pilgrim's ftaff; and about 
his. neck there was « ftring of large beads with a 
crucifix hanging to its end. }-i^ it not been 
for thefe marks of his later exigence, I don't 
know but I ihduld have alked him^ whether in 
bis youth, he had not been acquainted with 
Theocritus and Afchifloedes, and if he did not 
remea\ber the reign of DionyHus the tyrant. But 
l\e fayed us the trouble^ by telling us he was the 
he^tmt of the place^ and belonged to a convent 
of QipuQbina on the rock ftbdve ; • thftt he had 
i^w bid adieu to the upper worId> and was deter- 
mjioed to fpend the reft: of hi^ Kfe in this foil- 
tude, ii\. prayer for the wretched niorta Is that 
inbabitit. / r • rvn . !. : 

This figure, logethcr with the fcene in which 
it appears,' ar^ indeed admirably well adapted, 
apd refl^d a mutual dignity upon each other. 
We left fome money upon the rock : For the 
Capuchins, who are the greatcft beggars on 
earth, never touch money, but fave their too 
tender confcienccs, and preferve their vows un- 
broken, by the fimple device of lifting it with a 
pair of pincers, and carrying it to market in their 
fack or cowl, Thiis I have,Ceen more than once. 
We were jnuch delighted with: the Latomie, 
. and left it with regret : ;Itis.the,ycjy fame that 
has been fo much celebrated by Cicero about 
1800 years ago ; *^ Opus eft ingens (fays he) 
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«' magnificum r^ura, ac tyrannorum. Totum 
*« ex faxo in ii>irandam ahltudinem depreffo,"; 
&c. A little to the weft of it is fuppofed to 
have flood the country ^hoMfe, the fale of -which 
you will remember he gives fp lively and plea&nt 
an account of; by which a goldfmith (I have 
forgot his name) cheated a Roman nobleman in 
a very ingenious manner. 

The ear of Dionyfius is no lek a nwnument 
of the ingenuity and nwgnificence, than of the 
cruelty of that tyrant. It is a huge cavern cut 
out of the hard rock, in the form of the human 
car. The perpemficular height of it is about 80 
feet^ and the length of this enormous ear is not 
Icfa thaa ^50. The cavern ;was (aid to be fo 
contrived, that- every found made in it, was col- 
leded and united into one point, as into a focus ; 
this* was called the Tympanum ; and exaSly op- 
pofite to it the tyrant had made a fmall hole, 
which, communicated with a little apartment 
where he ufed to conceal hhnfelf. He applied his 
own ear to this hole, and is feid to have heard 
diftinSly every word that was fpoken in the ca- 
vern below. This apartment was no fooner fi- 
nifhed, and a proof of it made, than he put to 
death all the workmen that had been employed in 
it. He then confined in it all that he fufpeSed 
were his enemies; and l?y over-rhearing their con^ 
verfation, judged of their guilt, and. condemned 
and acquitted accordingly. 
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As tUt ckamber of Dfonyfiiis rs Tery high in 
the rock, and now totally inacceffible, we had it 
not in our power to naake proof of this curioos 
earpcrinient^ which otfr guides tdd us had been 
. done feme ^ars ago bf the captain of an Eng* 
lifli (hip* 

The echo in the air is prodigious ; much Tape* 
rior to any other cavern I have feen. The holes 
in the rock, to which the prifoners were dtatned, 
ftiU remain^ and even the lead and iron in ieve^ 
ral of them* We furprifed a poor yonng^ porcu- 
pine who had come here to driid^^ of whons our 
guides made lawful prize. Near to this there 
are caivems of a. great extent^ where they carry 
on a.tnaBufiu9toFy of nitre^ which is found invaft 
abundance on die fides of thcfe caves. 

The amfditftbeatre is in the form of a very^ ex-* 
cemric ellipfe, and is miKhi ruined; but tht the- 
atre is fo entire, that moft of the gnuiini or feats 
fUil remain'. Both theie are in that part of the 
city that was caUed Neapoli, or the New City. 
** Quarta antem eft urbs (fnys Cicero) qux quia 
^' pdArecna xdificaU e(t^ Neapolis nommatar, 
** quam ad fummam theatrom ^ft maximum, 
^' &c." However, it>is bit ^ fmall theatre in 
.comparifon of that of Tauromtnum. We fearch- 
ed amongft the fepulchf^s, feveral of which are 
very elegant, for that of Archimedes; but could 
fee nothing refembling iti At his own defire it 
was adorned with the figure of a fphere infcribed 
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in a cylinder, but had been loft by his ungrateful 
countrymen, even before the time that Cicero 
was quaeftor of Sicily. It is pleafant to obferve, 
with what eagernefs this great man undertakes 
the fearch of it, and with what exultation he de- 
fcribes his triumph on the difcovery.. ** Ego 
** autem cum omnia colluftrarem oculis (eft enim 
** ad portas Agragianas magna frequentia fepul- 
** chrorum) animadverti columnellam non mul- 
" tum e dumis eminentem, in qua inerat fphserse 
** figura et cylindri. Atque ego ftatioi Syracufa- 
** nis (erant autem principes mecum) dixi, me 
^* illud ipfum arbitrari effequod quaererem. Im- 
" miffi cum falcibus multi purgarunt, et aperu- 
** crunt locum ; quo cum patefaSus effet aditus 
*' ad adverfam bafim acceflimus ; apparebat epi- 
" graitifna cxefis pofterioribus partibus verficu- 
*' lorum dimidiatis fore : Ita nobiliflima Graeciae 
^* civitas, quondam vero etiam do&iSims, fui ci- 
** vis unius acutiflimi monumentum ignorafTety 
** nifi ab homine Arpinate didiciffet, &c.'* 

The Catacombs are a great work ; little infe- 
rior either to thofe of Rome or Naples, and in 
the fame ftile. There are many remains of tem- 
ples. The Duke of Montalbano, who has written 
on the antiquities of Syracufe, reckons near 
twenty ; but there is hardly any of thefe that are 
now diftinguiftiable. A few fine columns of that 
of Jupiter Olympus ftill remain ; and the tem- 
ple of Minerva (now converted into the cathedral 

VoL.L K 
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of the city, and dedicated to the Virgin) is almoft 
entire. They have lately built a new £Ei9ade to 
It ; but I am afraid they have not improved on 
the fimplicity of the antique. It is full of broken 
pediments, and I think in a bai Aile. 

Ortigia, the only remaining part of Syracufe, 
was anciently an iiland; it is often denominated 
fuch by Virgil, Cicero, and many of the Greek 
and Latin hiftorians. In latter ages, and proba- 
bly by the ruins of this mighty city, the ftrait 
that feparated it from the continent, was filled 
tup; and it had now been a peninfula for many 
ages ; till the prefent king of Spain, at a vafivex- 
pence, cut through the neck of land that joined 
it to Sicily, and has again reduced it to its pri- 
mitive ftate. 

Here he has ralfed a noble fortification, which 
appears to be almoil impregnable. There are 
four ftrong gates, one within the other, with 
each a glacis, covered way, fcarp and counter- 
fcarp, and a broad deep ditch filled with fea- 
water, and defended by an immenfe number of 
embrafures ; but not ib much as one fingle 
piece of aiiillery. This you will no doubt think 
ridiculous enough, but the ridicule is ftill heigh- 
tened, when I affure you there is not ai cannon 
of any kind belonging to this noble fortrefs, but 
one fmall battery of fix pounders for fainting (hips 
llhat go in and out of the port. If you are at a 
lofs to account fov this, you will pleafe remember 
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that it is a work of the king of Spain. However, 
the ditches arcr very ufeful ; they are perpetually 
covered with fi(hing boats; and they can ufe 
their nets and lines here with the greateft fuc- 
cefs, even in the mod ftormy weather ; though 
I dare fay this was none of the motives that in- 
duced his roajefty to make them. The nobility 
of the place have likewife barges here, for their 
amufement. 

As the celebrated fountain of Arethufa has ever 
been looked upon as one of the greateft curiofities 
of Syracufe, you may believe we were not a lit- 
tle impatient to examine it : And indeed only by 
obfervtng Cicero's, account of it,* we foon found 
it out. It ftilleiaftly anfwers the dcfcription he 
gives, except with regard to the great quantities 
of fifli it contained, which feem now to h^ve 
abandoned it« 

The fountain of Arethufa was dedicated to 
Diana, who had a magnificent temple near it, 
where>great feftivals were annually celebrated in 
honour of the goddefs. We found a number of 
nymphs, up to the knees in the fountain, bufy 
wafhing their garments, and we dreaded the fate 
Ka 

* In hac infula extrema eft fons aquae dulcis, cui 
nomen Arethufa eft, incredibili magnitudine plenif- 
iimus pifcium, qui fiu6tu totus operrietur, nifi mu« 
nitione, acmole lapidum a mari disjunflus efTet, &c. 

Cic. 
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of Adsson and Alpheus : But if thefe w«re of 
Diana's train, they are by -no means fo coy as 
they were of old ; and a man would hardly chufe 
to run the riik of being changed either into a 
flag or a river for the bed of them. 

It is indeed an a(loni(hing fountain ; and rifes 
at once out of the earth, to the fize of a river. 
The poetical fidions concerning it are too well 
known to require that I ihould enumerate them. 
Many of the people here believe to this day, that 
it is the identical river Arethufa, that finks under 
ground near Olympia inGreec^, and continuing 
its courfe for five or fix hundred miles below the 
ocean, rifes again in this fpot. 

It is truly a(loni(hing that fuch a ftory as thb 
ihould have gained fuch credit amongft the an- 
cients, for it is not only their poets, but natural 
hiflibrians and philofqphers too, that take notice 
of it. Pliny mentions it more than once ; and 
there are few or none of the Latin poets that it 
has efcaped. 

This ftrange belief has been communicated to 
the Sicilian authors, and, what is amazing, 
there is hardly any of thfem that doubts of it. 
Pomponius Mela, Paufanias, Maffa, and Faz- 
xello, are all of the fame fentiments; to fupport 
which they tell you the old ftory of the golden 
cup won at tl?e Olympic games, which was 
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thrown into the Grecian Arethufa^ and was fooa 
after caft up again by the Sicilian one. 

They likewife add, that it had always been 
obferved that after the great facrifices at Olym- 
pia, the Wood of which fell into that river, the 
waters of Arcthufat rofe for feveral days, tinged 
with blood. 

Thi^, like many modern niiracles, was proba- 
bly a trick of the priefts. Thofe of Diana had 
the charge of the fountain of Arethufa, and no 
^loubt were much interefted to fupport the credit 
of the ilory ; for it was that goddefs that con- 
•vertcd the nymph Arethufa into a river, and con- 
idufiedlier by fubtcmmeous paflages from Greece 
to Sicily, to avoid the purfuit of Alpheus, who 
underwent the fame fate. 

At a liltle dift^Rce from the fountain of Are- 
thufa, there is a very large fpring of frefli water* 
that boils up in the fea. It is called Occhi di 
ZUica, and by fome Alpheus, who is fuppoTed 
by the poets to have purfued Arethufa below the 
fea all the way to Sicily. 

As this fpring is not taken notice of by any of 
the great number of the ancients that fpeak of 
Arethufa, it is moft probable that it did not then 
exift; and is a part of that fountain that has 
fince burft out before its arrival at the ifland of 
Ortigia. Had it been vifible in the time of the 
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Greeks, there is no doubt that they would have 
made ufe of this, as a ftrong argument to prove 
the fubmarine journey of Arethufa ; as it in faS 
rifes at fome diftance in the fea, and pretty much 
in the fame diredion that Greece lies from Orti- 
gia. It fometimes 4)oils up fo ftrongly, that 
after piercing the fait water, I am told it caa be 
taken up very little aflPefted by it. 

Syracufe has two harbours ; the largeft of 
which, on the fouth weft fide of Ortigia, is reck- 
oned fix miles round, and was efteemed one of the 
beft in the Mediterranean. It is faid by Diodo- 
rus to have run almoft into the heart of the city, 
and was called Marmoreo, becaufe entirely fur- 
rounded with buildings of marble ; ihe entry into 
this harbour was ftrongly fortified, and the Ro- 
man fleets could never penetrate into it. 

Thefmall port is on the notth^aft of Ortigta, 
and is likewife recorded to have been highly or- 
namented. Fazzcllo fays, there is ftill the re- 
mains of a fubmarine aqueduS, that runs through 
the middle of it, which was intended to convey 
the water from the fountain of Arethufa to the 
other parts of the city. 

Near this port, they fliew the fpot where Ar« 
chimedes' houfe ftood; and likewife the tower 
from whence he is faid to have fet fire to the Ro- 
man galleys with his burning glaffes ; a ffory 
w^ich IS related by feveral authors, but which is 
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now almoft univerfally exploded, from the diffi- 
culty to conceive a burning-glafs, or a concave 
fpeculum, with a focus of fuch an immenfe length 
as this mud have required. 

However, I fliould be apt to imagine if this 
be not entirely a fidion (of which there is fome 
probability) that it was neither performed by 
refrafting buming-gUfles nor fpeculums, but on- 
ly by means of common looking-glafles, or nery 
clear plates of metal. Indeed, from the fituation 
of the place it muft have been done by r^neQion ; 
for Archimedes* tower flood on the north of the 
Kttle port where the Roman fleet are faid to have 
Been moored ; fb that their veflcls lay in a right 
line betwixt him and the iun at noon ; and at a 
very fmall diftance from the wall of the city 
where this tower ftood. But if you will fuppofe 
this to have been performed by common burning- 
glafles, or by thofe of the parabolical kind, it 
will be neceffary to raife a tower of a moft enor- 
mous height on the ifland of Ortigra, in order to 
interpofe thcfe glaffes betwixt the fun and phb 
Roman- galleys ; and even this could not have 
been done till late in the- afternoon, when his 
rap are exceedingly weak. But I have very 
Uttie doubt that common looking-glafles would 
be found all-fuflScient to perform tlitfe effeas. 

Let us fuppofe that a thoufand of thefe were 
made to refleQ the rays to the fame point: The 
hfiat> in all probability^ muft be increafed to %<. 
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greater degree than in the focus of mod burning- 
glaffes ; and abundantly capable of fetting fire to 
every combuftible fubftance. This experiment 
might be eafily made by means of a battalion of 
men, arming each with a looking-glafs inftead of 
a firelock ; and fetting up a board at two or three 
hundred yards diftance for them to fire at. I 
fuppofe it would take a confiderable time before 
they were expert at this exercife ; J}ut, by prac- 
uct, I have no doubt that they might all be 
brought to hit the mark inftantaneoufly at the 
word of command ; like the lark- catchers in fome 
countries, who are fo dextrous at this manceuvrei 
that with a fmall mirror they throw the rays of 
light on the lark, let her be ever fo high in the 
air; which, by a kind of fafcinatioxi, brings 
down the poor animal to, the fnarc. 

You may liugh- at all this ; * but I don't think 
it is impoflible that a looking- glofs may one day 
be thought as necefTary an implement for a fol- 
dier as at prefent it is for a beau. I am very 
apprehenfive the French will get the ftart of us 
iR this fignul invention ; as I have been affured 
long ago, that few of their men ever go to the 
field, without firft providing themfelves with one 
of thefe little warlike engines, the true ufe of 
which, happily for us, they are as yet unac- 
quainted with. You will eafily perceive, that 
if this experiment fucceeds, it rouft alter the 
whole fyftem of fortification, as well as of attack 
and defence ; for every part of the city that is 
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expofed to the view of the befiegers, maybe 
cafily fet in a flame ; and the bcfieged would 
bave the fame advantage over the camp of the 
befieging army.* 

We are already completely tired of Syracufe, 
which of all the wretched places we have yet 
met with, is by many degrees the moft wretched: 
For befides that its inhabitants are fo extremely 
poor anci beggarly, many of them ar6 fo over- 
run with the itch, that we are under perpetual 
apprehcnfions, and begin to be extremely well 

fetisfied that we could not procure beds. It is 

truly melancholy to think of the difmal con trad - 
that its former magnificence makes with its pre- 
fcnt meannefs. The mighty Syfacufe, the moft 
opulent and powerful of all the Grecian cities, 
which, by its own proptr ftrength alone, wafi&;^ 
able, at different times, to contend againfl all 
the power of Carthage and of Rome : Which- 
is recorded (what the force of united nations is 
now incapable of) to have repulfed fleets of twa 
K 5 » 

♦ Sjocc thewriting of thefe letters, the author 
has been informed, that Mr. Buffbn adually made 
•this experiment.-— He conftruded a kind of frame, 
in which were fixed four hundred fmal! mirrours, 
difpofed in fuch a manner, that the rays refledled 
from each of them fell exaftly on the fame point. 
By means of this, he melted lead at the diftance of 
1 20 feet, and fet fire to a hayftack at a much 
greater diftance. 
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ihoufand fail^ and armies of two hundred thoufaQd 
men j and contained within its own walls, what 
no city ever did before or iince, fleets and armies 
that wjere the terror of the world. This haughtj 
and magnificent city, reduced even below the 
confequence of the mod infignificant burgh 1 

** Sic tranfit gloria mundi." ^I have not even 

been able to procure a table to write upon, but 
By way of fuccedaneum am obliged to lay a form 
over the back of two chairs. We have got into 
the mod wretched hovel you can cohceive, and 
the moft dirty ; but what is ftill worft of all, we 
can find nothing to eat ; and if we had not 
brought fome cold fowls along with us, we 
might have (larved. 

The heat has been confiderably greater here 
than at Catania. The thermometer is juft now 
at 78. There is an old remark made on the cli* 
mate ' of this place by fome of the . ancients ; 
which is dill faid to hold good : That at no fea- 
fon, the fun has ever been invifible during a 
whole day at Syracufe. I find it mentioned by 
feveral Sicilian authors, but fliall not vouch for 
the truth of it. Adieu. My next will probably 
be from Malta ; for we ihall fail to-morrow if 
it be poflible to procure a veflcl. 

Ever yours. 
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LETTER Xllj; 



' Capo PaiTero, June 3'. 



Ai 



lS we found the mighty city of 
Syracufe fo reduced, that it could not afford beds 
and lodging to three weary travellers, we agreed 
to abridge our flay in it; and accordingly hired a 
* Maltefe Sparonaro to carry us to that ifland : 
This is a fmall fix-oar'd boat, made entirely for 
fpced, to avoid the African pirates, and other 
Barbarefquc vefTels, with which thefe feas are in- 
fefled^ but fo flat and fb narrow, that they are- 
not able to b^r any fea, and of confequencc keep 
always as near the coaft as pofllible. . 

On the 2d of June, by day-break, wt left the 
Marmoreo, or great port of Syracufe, and al- 
though the wind was exaflily contrary and pretty 
ftrong, by the force of their oars, which they 
manage with great dexterity, we got on at the 
rate of four miles an houn They do not pull 
their oars as we do, but pufb them like the Ve« 
netian Gondoliers ; always fronting the prow of 
the boat, and feldom or never fit down while: 
they row ; allowing the whole weight of^ their' 
bodies to be exerted every ftroke of the oar. This 
gives a prodigious momentum^ aii4 is certainly 
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much more forcible than a (imple exertion of the 
mufcles of the arm. 

About ten o^clock the wind became favourable^ 
when we went indeed at an immenfe rate. At 
twelve it blew a.hurricane^ and with fome diiB- 
culiy we got under fliore, but the wind was fo 
exceedingly violent, that even there we had like 
to have been overfet, and we were obliged to 
run aground to fave us from. that difafter. Here 
we were a good deal annoyed by the fand carried 
about by the wind ; however, the hurricane was 
foon oyer, and we again put to fea with a favour- 
able gale, which in a few hours carried us to 
Capo Paffero. 

In this little florm we were a good deal amufed 
with the behaviour of our Sicilian fervant, who 
at land is a fellow of undaunted courage, of which 
we have had rnany proofs. ; but here (I don't 
know why) it entirely forfook him, although 
there was in hdt no real danger, for we never 
were more than loo yards from the (hore. He 
gave himfelf up to defpair, and called upon all 
his faints for proteftion : And never again reco- 
vered his confidence all the reft of this little 
voyage ; perpetually wiftiing himfelf back at Na- 
ples, and fwear'uig that no earthly temptation 
ihould ever induce him to go to fea again. The 
fame fellow, but a few days ago, mounted a 
moft vicious horfe> and without the leaft fear or 
concern galloped along the fide of a precipicei 
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where every moment we expcSed to fee him 
dafbed to pieces ; fo {Ingulai* and various are the 
different modes of fear and of courage. 

C^po Paffero, anciently called Pachinus, is 
the remoteft and moft foutherly point of Sicily-. 
. It is not a peninfula, as reprefented in all the 
maps, but a wretched barren ifland, of s^bout a 
mile round ; with a fort and a fmall garrifon to 
proted the neighbouring country, from the in* 
cuKions of the Barbary corfairs, who are often 
very troublefome on this part of the coaft. This 
little iiland and fort lie about a mile and a half 
diftant from the fmall creek of which we have 
taken pbfleffion, and are feparated from the reft 
of Sicily by a (Irait of about l^alf a mile broad. 

Our pilot told us that we mnft not think of 
Malta, which is almoft lOO miles off, till there 
were more fettled appearances of good weather. 

As there is no habitation here of any kind, we 
fearcbed about, till at laft we found a fmall ca^ 
vern, where we made a very comfortable dinner* 
We then fallied forth to examine the face of the 
country, as well as to try if we could (hoot fome* 
thing for our fupper. We found that we had 
now got into a very different world from any 
thing we had yet feen. , The country here is ex- 
ceedingly barren, and to a codfiderable diftance 
produces neither corn nor wine : But the fields 
are adorned with an infimte variety of flowers 
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and of flowering {hrubs, and the rocks are e^erf 
where entirely covered with capers, which are 
juft now fit for gathering. If we had vinegar; 
we could foon have pickled bogfheads of theno. 

We found here, in the greateft perfedion^ 
that beautiful (hrub called the Palmeta, refem« 
bling a fmall palm-treCf with an el^nt fine 
flower : But to our great mortification, the feed 
is not yet ripe. We likewife found great quaa-* 
titles of a blue everlafiing flower, which I don't 
remember to have feen in Miller, or any of our 
botanical books. The ftem rifes about a foot 
high, and is crowned with a large clufter of fmall 
blue flowers, the leaves oJF which are of a dry 
fubftance like the Elychryfum, or globe Amaran- 
thus. Some of thefc are of a purple colour, but 
mod of them blue. I have gathered a pretty 
large quantity for the fpeculation of thebotanifts 
on our return. 

We found a good fwimming-place, which is 
always one of the firft things we look out for, as 
this exercife conftitutes one of the principal plea- 
fares of our expedition. 

As foon as it was dark, we got on board our 
tittle boat, and rowed about a hundred yards out 
to fea, where we caft anchor ; our pilot afluring 
us that this was abfolutely neceffary, as the peo- 
ple in this part of the country are little bettar 
that] favages^ and, were wc to ftay at land, 
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might very poflibly come down during the night> 
and rob and murder us. 

He Ukewife told us, that the Turks had made 
frequent invafions upon this point of the ifland, 
which, of all others, lay moft cxpofcd to their ^ 
depredations ; that lately three of their chebecks 
ran into a fmall harbour a few miles from this, 
and carried oflF fix mcrchant^fhips; and that very 
often, fome of their light veffels were feen hover- 
ing off the coaft ; that the only way to be in 
perfeft fecurity from thefe two enemies by fea 
and land, was to chufe a place on the coaft fo 
deep, that the banditti by land could not wade in 
to us ; and at the fame time fo (hallow, as to be 
equally inacceflible to the banditti by fea. 

When we found ourfelves thus in fecurity on 
both hands, we wrapt ourfelves up in our cloaks, 
and fell afleep : however, we had but a very un- 
comfortable night ; the wind rofe, and the mo- 
tion of our little bark was exceeding difagreeable, 
and made us heaftily fick. As foon as day be- 
gan to appear, we made them pull in to ihore ; 
when we were immediately cured of our fick- 
nefs ; and as the weather continues fti)l unfavour* 
able, we have fallen upon a variety of amufe- 
ments to pafs the time. 

We have been thrice in the water, which is 
warm and pleafant ^ and in the intervals, I have 
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writ you this letter on the top of a large balkct, 
in which we carry our fea-ftore. We have 
like wife gathered (helk, pieces of coraU of fpunge^ 
and feveral beautiful kimls of fea-weed. The 
rocks here are all of fand and gravel run toge- 
ther^ and become as hard as granite. There are 
many (hells and other marine fqbftances mixed 
in their compo(ition> which renders thenv objeds 
of curiofity in the eye of a naturalift* 

This morning we made a kind of tent of a 
fail, drawn over the point of a rock, and fixed 
with an oar, by way of pole. Here we break- 
fafted mod luxurioufly on excellent tea and 
honey of Hybia* • 

I was interrupted in this part of my letter, by 
an officer from the fort of Capo Paflero. He 
tells us, that we may give^ over all thoughts of 
gett'uig farther for thefe fix days. What do you 
think is his reafon ^ I own I was in fome pain 
till he mentioned it. This wind fet in exaSly 
as the moon entered her fecond quarter, and it 
will certainly^continue till (he is full. There is 
a rafcal for you ! If he be telling truth, I (hall 
certainly ftudy^ftrology. He like wife told us, 
that two galliots had been feen oflF the coaft ; and 
defired us to be upon our guard ; but I own, 
the moon, together with other circumftances, 
has confiderably weakened his evidence with 
me. 
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We have learned from his convcrfation, that 
the fort of Capo PafTero is made ufe of as a place 
of exile for" the delinquents in the army; of 
which number I have not the lead doubt that he 
is one. He told us there were two near rela- 
tions of the viceroy, that had been lately fent 
there for mifdemeanors ; that for his part, he 
belonged to a very agreeable garrifon ; but as he 
loved retirement, he chofe to accompany them. 
However, his countenance told a very different 
ftory ; and faid, inHrong language, that he was 
a tres mauvais fujet. Befides, he is a ftupid fel** 
low, add has tired me. I could learn nothing 
from him. 

It mud be owned^ this is an excellent place 
of exile for a young rake, who wants to fliow 
away in the beau monde. It is not within 
many miles of any town or village ; fo that 
the gentlemen may enjoy retirement in its ut« 
mod perfeSion. 

We were furprifed to find on this coaft quan- 
tities of the true pumice-ftome, which at firft we 
fuppofed to have been brought by the fea from 
^tna, till we likewife difcovered many large 
pieces of lava, which makes us imagine there 
muft have been fome eruption of fire in this part . 
of the ifland ; yet I fee no conical mountain, or 
any other indication of \u 
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UourofEcer'sprognoftications prove true^ and 
wc are detained here any longer, I (hall examine- 
thc country to a much greater diftance. The 
vrind continues diredly contrary; the Tea is 
very high m the canal of Malta, and our Sici- 
lian fervant is in a fad trepidation. But I fee 
Glover and Fullarton coming for their dinner ; 
(b I (hall be obliged to give up the balket.— 
This fea air gives one a monftrous appetite; arod, 
it is with grief I mention it, we are alreadjr 

brought to ftiort allowance : Only one coici 

fowl amongft three of us ; all. three pretty iharp^ 

let, I aflure you. Thofe infamous rafcals to 

lofe our turtle I They have fpied a fiihing-boat, 
and are haling her as loud as they can roar, hut, 
alas ! flic is too far oflF to hear theoJ.-^ — They 
bare juft fired a gun to bring her to, and happily 
fhe obeys the fignal, fo thece is ftill hopes ; others* 
wife we (hall foon be reduced to bread and water. 
Our tea and fugar too are juft upon a cloie» 
which is the cruelleft article of all; but we have 
plenty of good bread and Hybla honey ; fo we are 
ia no danger of ftarving«. 

We have likewife made an admirable and a- 
very comfortable difpo(ition for our night's lodging. 
The Sparonaro is fo very narrow, that it is itn^ 
po(Gble for us all to lie in it ; befides, we are eat^ 
up with vermin, and have nothing but the hardr 
boards to Ife^ on : All thefe cenfiderations, added 
to the curfed fwinging of the boat,, and the horrid 
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(icknefs it occafions^ have determined, us rather 
to truft ourfelves to the mercy of the banditti^ 
than to He another n'tght at Tea : Beftdes, we 
have made the happieft difcovery in the world j a 
great quantity of fine, foft, dry fea-weed, lying 
under the ihelter of a rock, and feems intended 
by Providence for our bed : Over this we are 
going to ftretch a fail, and expcft to fleep'moft 
luxuriouily ; but to prevent all dangtr from a 
furprife, we have agreed to iland fentry by 
turns, with FuUarton's double-barrelled > gun^ 
well primed and loaded for the reception of the 
enemy; at the firft difcharge of which, and 
not before, the whole guard is to turn out, with 
all the remaining part of our artillery and fmall 
arms ; and as our fituation is ^a very advan-* 
tageous one, I think we (hall be able to make a 
ftout defence. 

As we arc fix in number, three matters and 
three fervants, the duty, you fee, will be but tri- 
fling ; and five of us will always fleep in fecu- 
rity. Our guard, to be fure, might have been 
ftronger^ but our Sparonaro-men have abfo- 
lutcly refufed to be of the party ; having much 
more confidence in their own element ; how- 
ever, they have promifed, in cafe of an attack,, 
immediately to come to our affiftance. I think 
the difpofition is far from being a bad one, and 
we are not a little vain of our generalfhip. 
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The fiihing-boat is now arrived, and they 
have bought feme excellent little fiflies, whicb 
arc already on the fire. Adieu. Thefe fellows 
are roaring for their cold fowl^ and I can com* 
mand the bafket no longer. 

Ever your's. - 
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LETTER XIV. 



Il 



Maltty Jane 4tli, 



. N fpite of appearance, and our 
officer's wife prognoftications the wind changed 
in the afternoon, and we got under fail by fix 
o'clock: We pafled the Strait«, and coafted 
along till eight, when we landed to cook fome 
macaroni we had purcha&d of our f^ilorsj aiui 
"try if we could (hoot fomething for fea-ftorc, af 
we have ftill a long voyage before us. 

We came to the fide of a fulphureous lake^ 
the fmell of which was foftrong, that wc per- 
ceived it upwards of a mile diftant. We IFound 
the water boiling up with violence in many places, 
though the heat at th^ banks of the lake is 
very inconfiderable. However, this, ^ddedl to 
the pumice and lava we found near Capo Pafferoi 
tends greatly to confirm us in the opinion^t that 
this part of the ifland, as well as about ^tna, 
has, in former ages, been fubjeS to eruptions 
of fire. 

I think it is more than probable, that this is 
the celebrated Camerina, which ^neas faw^i- 
. mediately after his paffing Pachynus, (or Capo 
Paflero) which, Virgi< fays, the Fates had de- 
creed (hould never be drained 2 
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•* HiDC altas cautes projcdaque faxa Pachyni 
** Radimas ; et fatis nunquam concefTa moveri 
** Adparei Camarina procul." 

Virgil had good reafon to fay fo ; for the level 
of theliake or marfli (it being fomething betwixt 
the two) is at leaft as low as that of the fea, and 
confequently never could be drained. 

It is furrounded with a variety of fine ever- 
greens and flowering (hrubs, or which the paU 
.meta, and th^ arbutus or ftrawbeny-tree, arc 
the moft beautiful. We faw a great many wild- 
fowl ; but, what fiirprifed tne, in fo unfrequented 
a place, they were fo fliy> that there was no get- 
ting near them : There was one kind, in parti- 
cular, that attracted our attention ; it was of the 
Iize and form of a grey plover, and flew in the 
fame nfianner ; but had a tail of a great length, 
Ivhich fcemed to be compofed only of two fmall 
flexible feaihers, that made a very uncommon 
appearance in the air. After uflng all our art to 
{hoot one ^f thjsm, we were obliged to give up 
the attempt. 

Here we killed a fmall black fnake, which, 
I think, anfwers the defcription I have feen of 
flie afp. We differed out its tongue, the end of 
which appears {harp like a fting, and I fuppofe is 
onft, as it darted it out with violence againfl our 
{ticks, when we prefented them to it. Now as 
all aiumals, when attacked, make ufe of thofe 
wessons that Nature has armed them with for 
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tiieir defence, it appeared evident to ns, (fuppor- 
ing this rule a juft one) that this animai was con- 
fcious of a power of hurting in fts tongue ; anil we 
have been more fully convinced df it from ditTec- 
tion. The (ling appearsxronfiderably larger than 
that of a bee. We Found a little bag at the other 
end of the tongue, and probably, if we had had a 
microfcope, (hould have found the tongue perfo* 
rated. This fnake had no teeth ; bat very hard 
gums. I have taken care to preferve the tongue 
for your infpeftion. 

As I think it has always been fujppofed, that 
ferpents hurt only with their teeth, I thought 
this might be worthy of your notice. It is true, 
that the darting out of the tongue is a trick of 
the whole ferpent tribe ; but this animal feemed 
to do it with peculiar ferocity, and to ftrikc it 
-with violence againft our (licks. It was this that 
put us upon the examination. 

I don't recoiled that this Angularity is men- 
tioned in any book of natural hiftory, but pof- 
iibly I may be miftaken ; nor indeed do I re- 
member either to have feen or heard of any ani- 
mal armed in this manner. Unlefs you will fup- 
pcile me to adopt the fentiments of poor Mr. 

S- , who, ever (ince his marriage, alleges that 

the tongues of many females, are formed after 
this Angular manner ; and remarks one p^u- 
liarity, that the fting^feldom or never appears till 
after matrimony.— -He is very learned on this 
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fubjeft, and thinks it may pofTibly have proceeded 
from their original connexion with the ferpent. 
Let this be as it may, I finccrely hope thaj: 
you and I (hall never have fuch good reafon for 
adopting that opinion* 

A little after nine we embarked. The night 
was delightful ; but the wind had died away 
about fun-fet, and we were obliged to ^ly our 
oars to get into the canal of Malta. The coaft 
of Sicily began to recede ; and in a (ho^t time, 
we found ourfelves in the ocean. There was a 
profound (ilence, except the noife of the waves 
breaking-on the diftant (hore, which only ferved 
to render it more folemn. It was a dead calm, 
and the moon flione bright on the waters : The 
waves, from the late ftorm, were ftill high ; but 
fn^ooth and even, and followed one another with 
^ flow^and equal pace. The fcene had naturally 
funk us into meditation ; we had remained near 
an hour without fpeaking a word, when our fail- 
ors began their Inidnight hymn to the Virgin. 
The mufic was fimple, fojemn, and melancholy, 
and in perfeft harmony with the fcene, and with 
all our feelings. They beat exaS time with 
their oars, and obferved the harmony and the 
cadence with the utmoft precifion. We liflened 
with infinite pleafure to this melancholy concert, 
and felt the vanity of operas and oratorios. 
There is often a folemnity and a pathetic in the 
modulation of thefe (imple produSions, that 
caufes a much ^ flronger effed, than the 
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compoiition of the greateft mafters, afilfled by all 
the boafted rules of counter-poiflt. 

At laft they f^n^ us afleep^ and we awoke 
forty miles diftant from Sicily. We were now 
on the mat;i ocean^ and &w no land but mount 
^tna ; which is the perpetual polar ftar of thefe 
feas. We had .a 6ne breeze, and about two 
o'clock we difcovered the ifland of Malt^; and 
in lefs than three hcMirs more, we reached the 
city of Valetta. The approach of the iiland is 
very fine, although the fhore is rather low and 
rocky. It is every where raade inacccffible to an 
enemy, by an ioEnite number of fortifications. 
TKe rock, in many places, has been floped into 
the form of a glacis, with ftrong parapets and in- 
trenchments running behind it. 

«r 

The entry into the port is very narrow, and is 
commanded by a ftrong caftle on cither fide. We 
were haled from each of thefe, and obliged to , 
give a ftriO: account of ourfelves ; and on our 
arrival at the fide of the key, were vifited by an 
officer from the health-office, and obliged to give 
oath with regard to the circumftances of our 
voyage. — —He behaved in the civileft manner, 
and immediately fent us Mr. Rutter, the Eng- 
\\(h conful, (br whom we had letters of recom- 
mendation. 

On getting on fliore, we found ourfelves in 

a new world indeed. The ftrdet^ crowded 

Vol. I. L 
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with wcll-dreflcd people, who have all the ap- 
pearance of health and affluence ; whereas at Sy- 
racufe, there was fcarce a creature to be feen ; 
and even thofe few had the appearance of difeafe 

and wretchednefs. Mr. Rutter immediately 

conduced us to an inn, which had more the ap- 
pearance of a palace. We have had an excel- 
lent fupper, and good Burgundy ; and as this is 
the king's birth-day, we have almoft got tipfy 
to his health. We are now going into clean, 
comtortable beds, in expedation of the fweeteft 
{lumbers. Think of the luxury of this, after 
being five long days without throwing off our 
cloaths. Good night. I would nc^ lofe a mo- 
ment of it for the world. People may fay what 
they pleafe, but there is no enjoyment in living 
in perpetual eafe and affluence, and the true 
luxury is only to be attained by undergoing a 
few hardfliips. But this is no time to philofo- 
phife. So adieu. 
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LETTER XV. 



O 



Malta, Juoe 51IU 



LF R banker, Mr. Poufilacli, was 
here before we were up, inviting us to dine with 
him at his country -houfe, from whence we are 
juft now returned. He gave us a noble en- 
tertainment, ferved on plate, with an elegant 
defert, and a great variety of wines. 

After dinner we went to vifit the principal 
villas of the ifland ; particularly thofe of the 
grand m after, and the general of the galleys, 
which lie contiguous to each other. Thefe are 
nothing great or magnificent; but they are ad- 
mirably contrived for a hot climate, where, of all 
things, (hade is the moft defirable. The orange 
groyes are indeed very fine, and the fruit they 
bear are fuperior to any thing you have feen 
either in Spain or Portugal, 

The afpeS of the country is far from being 
pleafing: the whole ifland is a great rock of very 
white free ftone, and the foil that covers this 
rock, in naoft places, is not more than iive or fir . 
inches deep; yet, what is fingular, we found 
their crop in general was exceedingly abundant. 
They account for it from the copious dews that 
fall during the fpring and fummer months ; and 
pretend likewife, that there is a moifture in the 
La 
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rock below the (q\\, that is of great advantage to 
the corn and cotton, keeping its roots perpetu- 
ally moid and cool ; without which fingular qua- 
lity, they fay, they could have no crops at all, 
the heat of the fun is fo exceedingly violent. 

Their barley harveft has been over fome time 
ago ; and they are juil no\^ (inifhiqg that of the 
-wheat, Xhe whole ifland produces corn only 
fufficient to fupport its inhabitants for five 
months, or little more ; but the crop they naoft 
depend upon is the cotton. They began fowing 
it about three weeks ago, and it will be finiflied 
in a week nK)re. The time of reaping it is in 
the month of OSober and beginning of Novem* 
ber. 

They pretend that the cotton produced from 
this plant, which is fown and reaped in four 
months, is of a much fuperior quality to that of 
the cotton-tree. I compared ihem, but I can- 
not fay I found it fo ; this is indeed the fined, 
but that of the cotton-tree is by much the ftrong- 
eft texture The plant rifes to the height of a 
foot and a half, and^is covered with .^ number of 
nuts or pods full of cotton : Thefe, when ripe, 
they are at great pains to cut oflF, every morning 
before fun-rife ; for the heat of the fun immedi- 
ately turns the cotton yellow ; whichi indeed, 
we faw from thofe pods they' fa ve fox feed. 
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They manufaQure their cotton into a great va- 
rictyof ftuflfs. Their (lockings are exceedingly- 
fine. Some of them, they affured us, had been 
fold for ten fequins a pair. Their coverlits and 
blankets are efteemed all over Europe. Of thefc 
the principal manufa&ures are eftablilhed in the 
little ifland of Gozzo, where the people are faid 
to be more iiKluftrious' than thofe of Malta, as 
they are more excluded from the world, and 
have^ fewer inducements to idlenefs. Here the 
fugaf-cane is ftill cultivated with fuccefs, thoogh 
not in any conddcrable quantity. 

The Mahefe oranges certainly deferve the cha- 
rader they have, of beii^ the fin«ft in the world. 
The feaibn continues for upwards of fevcn 
months ; from November till the middle of June ; 
during which tinoe, thofe beautiful trees are al- 
ways covered with abundance of this delicious 
fruit. Many of them are of the red kind, much 
fuperior, in my opinion, to the others, which are 
rather too lufcious. They are produced, I am 
told, from the common orange-bud, engrafted on 
the pomegranate (lock. The juice of this fruit 
is red as blood, and of a fine flavour. The great* 
eft part of their crop is fent in prefents to the dif- 
ferent courts of Europe, and to the relations of 
the chevaliers. It was not without a good deal 
difficulty that we procured a few chefts for our 
i^iends at Naptes. * 
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The induftry of the Maltefe in cultivating their 
little ifland is inconceivable. There is not an 
inch of ground loft in any part of it ; and where ' 
there was not foil enough^ tbcy have brought 
over (hips and boats loaded with it from Sicily, 
where there is plenty and to fpare. The whole 
ifland is full of inclofures of free-ftone, which 
gives the country a very uncouth and a very bar- 
ren afpeS; and, in fummer, reflefts fuch a 
light and heat, that it is exceedingly difagreeable 
and ofFenfive to the eyes. The inplofures are 
very fmall and irregular, according to the incli- 
nation of the ground. This, they fay, they are 
obliged to obferve, notwithftanding the deformity 
it occafions ; otherwife the floods, to which they 
are fubjeft, would foon carry of their foil. 

* The ifland is covered over with country houfes 
and villages, befides feven cities, for fo they term 
them ; but there are only two, the Valetta and 
the Citta Vecchia, that by any means deferve 
that appellation. Every little village has a noble 
church, elegantly finiflied and adorned with fta- 
tues of marblfi, rich tapeftry, and a large quan- 
tity of filver plate. They are by much the hand- 

fomeft country churches I have ever feen. 

But I am interrupted in my writing, by the be- 
ginning (I am told) of a very fine ihcw. If it 
be fo, I ftialt give you fome account of it by 
^nd by. 
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Eleven at night. The (how is now finiihed^ 
and has afforded us great entertainment. It was 
the departure of a Maltefe fquadron to aflift the 
French againft the Bey of Tunis, who, it feems, 
has fallen under the difpleafure of the grand mo- 
narqiie, becaufe he refufed to deliver up without 
ranfom, the Corfican (laves that were taken be- 
fore the French were in poffeflion of that ifland- 
The fquadron confifted of three gallies ; the 
largeft with nine hundred men, each of the 
others with feven hundred ; three galliots, and 
kvtVA\ fcampaviaSf fo called from their exceeding 
fwiftncfs. Thefe immenfe bodies were all worked 
by oars, and moved with great regularity. The 
admiral went firft, and the reft in order, accord- 
ing to their Jignity. The fea was crowded with 
boats, and the ramparts and fortifications were 
filled with company. The port refounded on aU 
fides with the difcharge of heavy artillery, which 
was anfwered by the gallies and galliots as they 
left the harbour. As the echo is here uncommonly 
great, it produced a very noble efFeS. 

There were about thirty knights in each galr 
ley, making fignals all the way to their miftrefles, 
who were weeping for their departure upon the 
baftions ; for thefe gentlemen pay almoft as little 
regard to their vows of chaftity,as the prieftsand. 
QpnfefTors do. After viewing the fliew from ther 
ramparts, we took a boat and followed the fqua.- 
dron for fome time, and did not return till long 
Softer fun-fet; 
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We have been admiring the wonderful (Irertgtti 
of this place, both by nature and art. It is cer- 
tainly the happteit tituation that can be imagined. 
The city ftands upon a pcninfula, betwitt two of 
the fined ports in the world, which are defended 
by almoft impregnable fortifications. That oft 
the fouth-eaft fide of the city is the largeft. It 
runs about two miles into the heart of the iflandy 
and is fo very deep, and furrounded by fuch high 
grounds and fortifications, that they aflured us^ 
the largeft (hips of war mi^ht ride here in the 
moft ftorray weather, alntoft t¥ithout t cable. 

• 

This beautiful bafoh is divided into five diAind 
barbours, ail equally fafe, and each capable of 
containing an immenfe number of (hipptngC Thfc 
lAouth of the harbour is fcarcely a qoarter of k 
Aiile broad, and is commanded oh tich fide by 
batteries that would t^r the flfoilgeft ftip t6 
pieces before flie could enter, fiefides this, it is 
fronted by a quadruple battery, one above th6 
other^ the largeft of which is ajUur d^eau, or on 
a level >vith the water. Thefe are mounted with 
about 80 of their heavieft artillery; fo that this 
harbour, I think, tnay really be confidered as 
impregnable ; and indeed the Turks have ever 
found it fo, and 1 believe fever will. 

The harbouf on the north fide of the city, al- 
though they only ufe it for fiftiing, and as a plac^ 
of ^arantine, would, in arty other part of thfe 
world, be confidered as ineftimable. It is 
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likewife defended by very flrong works ; and in 
the center of the bafon there is an ifland on 
which they have built a caftle and a lazaret. 

The fortifications of Malta arc indeed a mod 
ftupefidous work. Ail the boafied catacombs of 
Rome and Naples are a trifle to the immenfe ex- 
cavations that have been made in this little liland. 
The ditches, of a vaft fize^ are all cut out of the 
folid rock. Thefe extend for a great many miles ; 
^nd raife our ailoni(hment to think that fo fmall 
a (late has ever been able to make them. 

One fide of the ifland is fo completely fortified 
by nature, that there was nothing left for art. 
The rock is of a great height, and abfolutcly per- 
pendicular from the fea.for feveral miles. It is 
very Angular, that on this fide there 'are ftill the 
veftiges of feveral ancient roads, with the tracks 
of carriages worn deep in the rocks : Thefe 
roads are now terminated by the p/ecipice, with 
the fea beneath ; and (hew to a demonftration, 
that this ifland has in former ages been of a much 
larger fize than it is at prefcnt ; but the convulfion 
that occafioned its diminution is probably muclf 
beyond the reach of any hiftory or tradition. It 
has often been obferved, notwithftanding the very 
great diftance of mount iEtna, that this ifland 
lias generally been more or lefs aflFeaed by its 
eruptions, and they think it probable, that on 
fome of thofe occafions a part of it may have 
been fliaken into the fea. 
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We have now an oppoi;tanity of obfervingthat 
one half of mount A^tna is clearly difcovered from 
Malta. They reckon the diftance near 200 Ita- 
lian miles. And the people here affure us, that 
in the great eruptions of that mountain, their 
whole ifland is illuminated ; and from the reflec- 
tion in the water, there appears a great track of 
fire in the fca all the way from Malta to Sicily. 
The thundering of the mountain is likewife di- 
ftinSly heard. Good night. I am fatigued with 
this day*s expedition, and (hall finifli my letter 
to-morrow. 

June 6th. As the city of Valetta is built upon 
a hill, none of the flreets except the key are le- 
vel. They are all paved with white free-ftone, 
which not only creates a great duft, but from 
its colour is likewife fo offenfive to the eyes, that 
mod of the people here are remarkably weak- 
fighted. The principal buildings are the palace 
of the grand mafler, the infirmary, the arfenal, 
the inns or hotels of the feven Tongues, and the 
great church of St. John. The palace is a noble 
though a plain ftruaure, and the grand matter 
(who ftudies convenience more than magnifi- 
cence) is more comfortably and commodioufly 
lodged than any prince in Europe, the king of 
Sardinia perhaps only excepted. The great flair 
is the eafieft and the beft I ever faw. 

St. John's is a magnificent church. The pave- 
ment, in particular, is reekoaed the richeft in 
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the world. It is entirely compofed of fcpulchral 
monuments of ihe fined marbles, porphyry, 
lapis lazuli, and a vartety of. oiher valuable 
ftones, admirably joined tpgether, and at an in- 
credible expence ; reprefenting in ^ Icind of 
Mpfaic, the arms, infignia, &c. of the pcrfons 
whofe names they are intended to commemo- 
rs^te. In the magnificence of thefe monuments,, 
the heirs of the grand mailers and commanders . 
have long vied with each other* 

Wc went this day to fee the celebration of 
their church fervice. It feems to be more over- 
charged with parade and ceremony than what I 
have ever obferved even in any other catholic 
country. The number of genuflexions before the 
altar, the kiffing of the prior's hand, the hold- 
ing up of his robes by the fubaltern priefts, the 
ceremony of throwing incenfe upon all the knights 
of the great crofs, and neglefting the poorer 
knights, with many other articles, appeared to 
us highly ridiculous ; and moft eflentially differ- 
ent indeed from that purity and fimplicity bf 
worlhip that conftitutes the very eflence of true - 
chriftianity ; and of which the great pattern they/ 
pretend to copy, fet fo very noble an example. . 

This day (the 6th of June) is held as i thankf- 
giving for their deliverance from a terrible con- 
(^iracy that was formed about twenty-one years 
ago, by the Turkifli flaves ; at one ftroke to put 
an end to the whole order of Malu. All the 
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fountains of the place were to be poifoned ; and 
every Gave had taken a folenin oath to put his 
maftcr to de«lfa. 

It was difeovwtd by ^ Jft w, who kept ft coffee • 
lioufe. He underftood the Turkilh laaguage, 
and overheard Tome difcourfe that be thought 
fufpiciou». He wet\t imm^itteiy and infoft^d 
tl^ grand mtfter. The fufptded perfon^ v9«k^ 
inftantly feizcd and put to the torture, and fooh 
confeffed the whole plot. The executions were 
ihocking. One hundred and twenty-five were 
put to death by vartouB torment^^ Sonne wetfe 
burned alive, fome were broken on the wtaset, 
and fome were torn to pieces by tb^ four griley^ 
rbwing different ways, 4md each briilging off its 
Uihb. Since that time^ th^ flaves have beto 
tti^ch fnott ftriaiy watched, a*d have kfs liber- 
ty than forinerly. Adieu. I (haH. write to you 
iqjain before we lefevc Malta. 

Yours, &c* 
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LETTER XVI. 

• Malta, JuneTtlw 

X lilS day we made an expe- 
dition through the ifland in coaches drawn by 
oYit Wule eifch ; the only kind of vehicle the place 
affords. Our condtidors could fpeak nothing 
but Arabic, ^hich is flill the language of the 
totttrtidn people of Milta ; fo that you may be- 
lieve we did n6t reap much benefit from their 
cohverfaliort. We went firft to the ancient city 
bf Mfelita, whi£h is near the center of the ifland, 
Siftd cothmatids H view of the whole ; and in . 
dear t<^ekther, they pfetend, of part of fiarbary, 
atid of Sicily. The city is ftrongly fortified, and 
is gov^rhed by aft of&cer called the Hahem*. He 
received us very politely, and fliewed us the old 
palace, which is not indeed much worth the fee* 
ing.. The cathedral is a very fine church; and 
althoug'h bf an exceeding large fize, is at prefent 
Entirely hung with crimfon damafk richly laced 
with gold. 

The esitacombs, not far frotti this city, are a 
great work. They are faid to txtetid for flftfeen 
miles under ground ; however, this you are ob- 
liged to take on the credit of your guides, as it 
would rather be riiking too much to put it to 
the trial.^ Many pcpplc, ^hey affure us, have 
t 
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been loft froiU advancing too far in them; the . 
prodigious number of branches making it next to- 
impoffible to find the way out again. 

From this we went to fee the Bofquetta^ 
where the grand matter hajs his country-palace ; 
by the accounts we had of it at Valetta, we 
expeded to find a foreft (lored with deer and 
every kind of game» as they talked much of the 
great hunts that were made every year in thefe 
woods. We were not a little furprifed to find 
only a few fcattered trees^ and about half a dozren • 
deer : but as this is the only thing like a wood 
in the ifland, it is efteemed a very great curio- 
fity. The palace is as little worth feeii^ as 
the foreft ; though indeed the profpeS from 
the top of it is very fine. .Thc^ furniture is 
three or four hundred years old, axul in the 
moft Gothic tafte that can be imagined : But 
indeed the grand Rafter feldom.or never refides 
here. 

The great fourcc of water that fupplies the 
city of Valetta, takes its rife near to this place ; 
and there is an aqu^duQ compofed of fome thou- 
fand arches, that conveys it from thence to the 
city. The whole of this immenfe work was 
finiftied at the private expencc of one of the 
grand mafters. 

Not far from the old city there is a fmall 
church, dedicated to St. Paul ; aud |uft by the 
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church, 9i miraculous ftatue of the faint with a 
viper on his hand ; fuppofed to be placed on the 
very fpot on which the houfe flood where he was 
received after his (hipwreck on this ifland, and 
where he fhook the viper off his hand into the 
fire without being hurt by it : At which time the 
Maltefe afTure us the faint curfed all the venomous 
animals of the ifland^and banifhed them foreverj 
juft as St. Patrick treated thofe of^his favourite 
ifle. Whether this be the caufe of it or not^ we 
fhall leave 'to divines to determine, (though if it 
had, I thiiik St. Luke would have mentioned it 
in the AQs of the Apoftles) but the faS is cer- 
tain, that there are no venomous, animals in 
Malta. They aflured us that vipers had been 
brought from Sicily, and died almofl immediately 
on their arrival. 

Adjoining to the church there is the celebrated 
grotto in which the faint was imprifoned. It is 
looked upon with the utmoft reverence and vene- 
ration ; and if the (lories they tell of it be true, 
it is well intitled to it all. It is exceedingly 
dampj and produces (I believe by a kind of petri- 
fadion from the water) a whitifb kind of (lone, 
which they a(rure us, when reduced to powdery 
is a fovereign remedy in many difeafes, and faves 
the lives of thoufands every year. There is not 
a houfe in the ifland that is not provided with it : 
And they tell us there are many boxes of it fent 
annually not only to Sicily and Italy, but like- 
wife to the Levant and the £a(l Indies : and 
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(what is confidered as a daily {landing nfiiracle) 
notwiihftanding this peqjctual confumption, it 
has never been exhaufted, nor even fenfibly dimU 
ntfhed ; the faint always taking care to fupply 
them with a frefli quantity the day following. 

Yott may be fiire we did not fail to ftuff our 
pockets with this wonderful ftone ; I fufpeded 
they would have prevented us^ as I did not fup- 
pofe the faint wottld have worked for heretics : 
however, neither he nor the priefts had any ob- 
je6Hon, and we gave thenfi a few Pauls * more 
for their civility. I tufted fome of it, and believe 
it is a very harmlefs thing. It taftes like exceed- 
ing bad Magnefla> and I believe has pretty much 
the fame effefib. They give about a tea-spoon- 
ful of it to children in the fmall-pt>x and in fevers. 
It produces a copious fweat about an hour after, 
and, they fay, never fails to be of fervice. It is 
iikewife efteemed a certain tenfiedy iigainft the 
bite of all venottttjus animals. There is a very 
fine ftatuc 6f ^i. Paul in the middle of this grotto, 
ti> which they afcribe great powers. 

We were delighted> on our way back to the 
city, with the beauty of the fatting fun ; much 
fiiperior^ I think, to what I have ever obferved it 
in Italy. The whole of the eaftcm part of 
the heavens, for half aw hour after fun-fet, 
was of a fine deep purple, and made a beautiful 

* A finall filvcr coib. 
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appearance: This the Maltefc tell us is geqe- 
rally the cs^fe every evening, at this fcafon of the 
year. 

I forgot to fay any thing of our prefentation to 
the grand rtiafter^ for which I alk pardon both of 
you and hirti. His name is Pinto, and of a Por- 
tuguefe family. He has now been at the head of 
thh Tingular little ftate for upwards of thirty 
years. He received us with great politenefs, and 
was highly pleafed to find that fome of us had 
been in Portugal. He mentioned the intimate 
commercial connexions that hadfo long fuUifted 
betwixt our nations, and exprefled his defire of 
being of fervice to us, and of rendering our ftay 
in his ifland as agfeeable as poffible. He is a 
clear-headed, feniible, little old man; which, at 
(6 advanced a |)eriod of life, is very >incommoii; 
Although he is COndderably upwards of nioety» 
he retains all the faculties of his mind in perfec- 
tion. He has no minifter, but manages every 
thing himfelf ) and has immediate information 
of the moft minute occurrences. He walks up 
and down ftairs, and even to church, without 
abidance; and has the appearance as if he would 
(till live for many years. His- houlhold attend* 
ailce and court are, all very princely ; and as 
grand mafter of Malta, he is more abfolute, and 
poffefles more power, than moft fovereign princes. 
His titles are Serene Highnefs and Eminence ; 
and as he has the difpofal of all lucrative offices, 
he makes of his councils what he pleafes ; beftdes. 
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In all the councils that compofe the jurifdiaion 
of this little nation, he himfeif prefides, and has 
two votes. Since he was chofen grand mailer, 
he has already given away 1 26 commenderies, 
fome of them worth upwards of 2000 1. a year ; 
beHdes priories and other offices of profit. He 
has the difpofal of twenty-one commenderies and 
one priory every five years ; and as there are 
always a number ef expedants, he is very much 
courted. 

He is chofen by a committee of twenty-one ; 
which committee is nominated by the feven na- 
tions, three out of each nation. The ele61ion 
muft K t>\:r within three days after the death 
of the former grand mafter; and /luring thefc 
t^^ce diiys, rhere is fcarce a foul that fleeps at 
Malta : All is cabal and intrigue ; and moft of 
the knights are malked,to prevent their particu- 
lar attachments and connexions from being^ 
known : the moment the eleSion is over, every 
thing returns again to its former channel. 

The land-force of Malta is equal to the num- 
ber of men in the iftand fit to bear arms. They 
have about 5 >o regulars belonging to the fliips 
of war ; and 1 50 compofe the guard of the 
princJe. The two iflandsof Malta and Gozzo 
contain about i 50,000 inhabitants. - The men 
are exceeding robuft and hardy* I have feen 
them row for ten or twelve hours without 
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intermiflion; and without even appearing to be 
fatigued. 

Their fea force confifts of four galleys, three 
galliots, four fhips of fixty guns, and a frigate of 
thirty-fix, befides a number of the quick failing 
little veflels called Scarapavias (literally, Run- 
aways.) Their (hips, galleys, and fortifications, 
are not only well fupplied with excellent artillery, 
but they have likewife invented a kind of ord- 
nance of their own, unknown to all the world 
befides. For we found, to our no fmall amaze* 
ment, that the rocks were not only cut into for- 
tifications but likewife into artillery to defend 
thefe fortifications : being hollowed out in many 
places into the form of immenfe mortars. The 
charge is faid to be about a barrel of gunpowder, 
over which they place a large piece of wood, 
made exadly to fit the mouth of the chamber. 
On this they heap a great quantity of cannon 
balls, (hells, or other deadly materials; and when 
an enemy's (hip ?.pproaches the harbour, they 
fire the whole into the air ; and they pretend it 
produces a very great eflFeQ, making a (howerfor 
two or three hundred yards round that would fink 
any veflTel. 

Notwithftanding the fuppofed bigotry of the 
Maltefe, the fpirit of toleration is fo ftrong, that 
a mofque has lately been built for their fworn 
enemies the Turks. Here the poor (laves are 
allowed to enjoy their religion in peace. It 
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happened lately that fome idle boys difturbed 
them during their fervice ; they were immedi- 
ately fent to prifon, and feverely punifhed. 
The police indeed is much better regulated 
than in the neighbouring countries, and aflafli- 
nation and robberies are very uncommon ; the 
laft of which crimes the grand mafter puaiHies 
with the utftKjft fcverity. But he is faid, 
perhaps in compliance with the prejudice of his 
nation, to be much more relax with regard to 
the firft. 

Perhaps Malfa i« the only country in the 
1*^0fld where duelling is permitted by law. 
As their whole eftablifhment is originally 
founded on the wild and romantic principles 
of chivalry, they have ever found if too incon- 
fiftent with thofe principles to abolifli duelling ; 
but they have laid it under fuch reftriiftions as 
greatly to leflen its danger. Thefe are curious 
enou^. The duellifts are obliged to decide 
their quarrel in one particular ftrect of the city ; 
and if they prefume to fight any where elfe, 
they are liable to the rigour of the law. - But 
what is not lefs fmgular, and much more 
in their favour, they are obliged under the 
moft fevere penalties to put up their fword, 
when ordered fo to do, by a tuoman, a frie/i, or 
,z knight. 

Under thefe limitations, in the midft of a great 
city, one would imagine it almoft impoiliblc thit 
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a duel could ever end in Wood ; however, this 
18 not the cafe. A crofs is always painted on the 
wftU oppoilte to the fpot where akn'^t has been 
killed, in conAtnemoration of his fall. We counts 
ed about twenty of thefe crofles* 

About three months ago, two knights had a dif*^ 

pBte at a billiard table. One of tbens^ after giv-* 

ing a great deal of abufi^e UngAiage, added a blow ; 
but to the aftociibaahent of all Malta (in whole 
annals tber-e is not a fimllar xndmcey after fo 
great a provocation, he abfolmtely refufed to 6ght 
his antagonift. The challenge was repeated, and 
he had time to refled: on the consequences, but 
ftill he refufed to enter the lifts.-^ — He was con- 
demned to make imMdh bommhlg in the great 
church of St, John for forty-five days fuoceffivc- 
ly ; then to be confined in a ikingeon without 
light for five years, after which he is to renuiin 
a prifoner in the caftle for life. The unfortunate 
young man who received the blow is lifcewife in 
dtfgrace, as he has not had an opportunity of 
wiping it out in the blood of his adverfary. 

This has been looked upon as a very fingular 
aflFair, and is ftill one of the principal topics of 
converfation. The firftpartof the fentence has 
already been executed, and the poor wretch is 
now in his dungeon. Nor is it thought, that any 
abatenaent will be made in what remains. 
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If the legifliture in other countries punifhed 
with equal rigour thofe that do fight, as it does, 
in this thofe that do not ; I believe we (hould foon 
have an end of duelling: But I (hould iniagine 
the punifliment for fighting ought never to be a 
capital one> (but rather fomething ignominious;) 
and the punifliment for not fighting (hould always 
be fo, or at leaft fome fevere corporal punifli- 
ment ; for ignominy will have as little tSeSt on . 
the perfon who is willii^ to fubmit to the appel- 
lation of a coward^ as the fear of death on one 
who makes it his glory to defpife it. 

The Maltefe ftill talk with horror of a ftorm 
that happened here on the 29th of Odpber, 
1 757, of which as it was of a very Angular na- 
ture, I fliall tranflate you fpme account from a 
little book they have given me, written on that 
fubjea. 

About three quarter of an hour after mid- 
night, there appeared to the fouth-weft of the 
city a great black cloud, which, as it approach- 
ed, changed its colour, till at laft it became like 
a aflame of fire mixed with black fmoke. A 
dreadful noife was heard on its approach, that 
alarmed the whole city. It pafled over part of 
the port, and camfi firft upon an Englifli fliip, 
which in an inftant wab torn to pieces, and no- 
thing lefi bui tb" hulk; part of the mafls, fails, 
'and cordag- were carried along with the cloud 
to a confiderable di (lance. The fmall boats and 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY AND MALTA. a^Q 

fcUouques that fell in its way were all broken to 
pieces, and funk. The noife incrcafed and be- 
came more frightful. A centinel, terrified at its ap- 
proach, run into his box: Both he and it were lift- 
ed up and carried into the fea, where he perifhed. 
It then traverfed a confiderable part of the city, 
and laid in ruins almoft every thing that flood in 
its way. Several houfes were laid level with the 
ground, and it did not leave one fteeple in its 
paffage. The bells of fome of them, together 
with the fpires, were carried to a confiderable 
diftance. The roofs of the churches were demo- 
liihed and beat down, which, if it had happen- 
ed in the day-time, rauft have had dreadful con- 
fequences, as all the world would immediately 
have run to the churches. 

It went ofFat the north-eaft point of the city; 
and dcmolilhing the light-houfe, is faid to have 
mounted up into the air, with a frightful noife ; 
andpafled over the fea to Sicily, where it toce 
up fome trees, and did other damage, but no- 
thing confiderable ; as its fury had been moftly 
fpent upon Malta. The number of killed and 
wounded amounted to near 200 ; and the lofs of 
(hipping, houfes, and churches, was very confi- 
derable. ; 

Several treatifes have been written to vccount 
for this fi: ^ular huiricaiie, but I have fourd no- 
thing at all (atisfa^orv. The fentiments of the ^ 
people are concife and pofilive. They declare. 
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with one votce, that it was a legion of devils let 
loofe to punUh them for their (ins. There are a 
thoufand people in Malta that will tftke their oath 
they faw them within the cloud, all as black as 
pitch, and breathing out fire and brknflone. 
They add, that if there had not been a few godly 
people amongft tbem^ their whole city would 
certainly have been involved in one univerfal de- 
ftruAion. 

The h'orfe^raccs of Malta are of a very un^ 
common kind* They are performed without 
•either (addle, bridte, whip, or fpur ; and yet the 
horfes are faid to run full fpeed, and 'to afEord a 
great deal of diverfiotL Tb^ are accuftomed to 
the ground for fome week$ before; and although 
it is entirely over rock and pavement, there are 
very feldom any accidents. They have races of 
dfes and mules performed in the fame manner, 
f .v I'Ti. . every year. The rider is only furnilh- 
cJ V J^ ;i machine like a ihoemaker's awl, to 
V . ^is courfer if he is la^y. 

A Miltais an epitome of alt Europe, and an 
aflbt b' ',?cof the younger brothers, who arccom- 
mox'!' t] - acft, of its 6rft families, it is probably 
one of ^ . >eft academies for polirenefs in this part 
ofth: {'i ie; befides, where every one is entitled 
by Id v i: well as cuftom, to demand fatisfadion 
fbr th, IwaiL breach of it, people are under a n«'- 
ceflSt} of being very exa3 and eircumCpeft, both 
with regard to their words and a&ions. 
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All the knights and commanders have much 
the appearance of gentlemen, and men of the 
world. We met with no character in extreme. 
The ridicules and prejudices of every particular 
nation, are by degrees foftened and wore oflF, by 
the familiar intercourfe and collifion with each 
other. It is curious to obferve the effeS it pro- 
duces upon the various people J hat compofe this 
little medley. The French Ikip, the German 
ftrut, and the Spanifh ftalk, are all mingled to- 
gether in fuch foiall proportions, that none of 
them are ftriking ; yet every one of thefe nations 
ftiil retain fomething of their original charader- 
iftic : It is only the exuberance of it that is wore 
ofF; and it is dill eafy to diftinguifh the inhabi* 
tants of the fouth and north fide of the Pyrenees, 
as well as thofe of the ead and weft fide of the 
Rhine ; for though the Parifian has, in a great 
meafure, loft his aflliming air, the Spaniard his 
taciturnity and folemnity, the German his for- 
mality and his pride ; yet ftill you fee the Ger- • 
man, the Frenchman, and the Spaniard : It is only 
the caricature, that formerly made them ridicu'r 
lous, that has difappeared. 

This inftitution, which is a ftrange compound 

of the military and ecclefiaftic, has now fubfifted 

for near feven hupdred years ; j&nd though, I be»- 

.^ lieve, one of the firft born, has long furvived 

^^ every other child of chivalry. It poffeffes great 

"i'^cs in moft of the catholic countries of Europe ; 

* b in England too, before the time of / 

M 
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Henry VIIT. but that capricious tyrant did not 
chufc that any inftitution, however ancient or 
rcfpeSed, fliould remain in his dominions, that 
had any doubt of his fupremacy and infallibility ; 
he therefore feized on all their pofleflions, at the 
fame time that he enriched himfelf by the plunder 
of the church. It was in vain for them to plead 
that they were rather a military than an ecckfia- 
ftic order, and by their valour had been of great 
fi^rvice to Europe, in their wars againft the infi- - 
dels : It was not agreeable to his fyftem ever to 
hear a reafon for any thing ; and no perfon couid 
poflibly be right, that was capable of fuppofing - 
that the king could be wrong. 

Malta, as well as Sicily, was long under the 
tyranny of, the Saracens; from which they were 
both delivered about the middle of the eleventh 
century, by the valour of the Normans : After 
which time^ the fate of Malta commonly depend- 
ed on that of Sicily, till the emperor Charles V. 
about the year 1530, gave it, together with the 
ifland of Goxzo, to the knights of St. John of 
Jerufalem, who at that time had loft the ifland of 
Rhodes. In teftimony of this c^nceflion, the 
grand matter is flill obliged, every year, to fend 
a falcon to the king of Sicily, or his viceroy ; 
and on every new fucceflion, to fwear allegiance, 
and to receive, from the hands of the Sicilian mo* 
narch, the inveftiture of thefc two iflands. 
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